
 

REGULAR WEEKEND MASS LOCATIONS  IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 

1B Elizabeth Street, Woodend 4305. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Leichhardt 

22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 4305. 

St. Joseph’s Church, North Ipswich 

42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 4305. 

St. Brigid’s Church Hall, Rosewood 

Railway Street, Rosewood 4340. 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, E/Heights 

33A Robertson Road, Eastern Heights 4305. 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 8:30am - 3:30pm 

1C Elizabeth Street, Woodend 4305 | 07 3281 2133 

ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au | ipswichcatholic.com 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Stephen Bliss OFM 

Assistant Priest: Fr. Johny Edapulavan CMI 

Seminarian: Michael Tran 

 

SUBSCRIBE FOR REGULAR UPDATES - ipswich.flocknote.com/digitalnews 

 

 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 25th September 2022 
 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

This is the first time I have ever ministered in a parish which is not staffed by the Franciscans 
- I have been intrigued that many of you have wanted to learn more of St Francis and I have 
been touched that some of you have asked me to share more of St Francis and St Clare. St 
Francis is much more than an ‘animal lover’ - there is so much more to Francis than his love 
of animals or preaching to the birds! At each Mass I intentionally include him in the 
Eucharistic Prayer as he watches over my ministry and our Parish Community, and we carry 
that special processional cross at each weekend Mass to remind us that each of us are 
called to ‘rebuild’ our Church. Rebuild, reimagine, and re-energise Gospel living for today! 
His life is an example for us today in living the Gospel authentically and credibly. 

So, this week we move towards celebrating again his feast, and it is timely to remember his 
life - We know how he gave up the comfort of a wealthy home and embraced a life of poverty and prayer, how he was 
called by Jesus himself to “rebuild my house” and how this led to the founding of the Franciscans and a time of renewal 
for the whole Church. And who has not heard of his Peace Prayer or his love of creation. 

Yet there is much more to this saint than meets the eye. First of all, he was man of deep prayer, self-denial and unlimited 
charity: a man of firm faith: dedicated to the Church and its mission. In the midst of life’s struggles he held firmly to God’s 
love, revealed in Jesus Christ. As an ordained deacon, the Eucharist was the focus of his life and preaching. 

Although baptised at birth, the young Francis often strayed from the gospel path in the pursuit of life’s excitement and  
thrills. But through it all God was quietly at work helping him ultimately to let go of the things of this world, to overcome the 
opposition of family and friends: preparing him for a life of simplicity and total trust. In a way, Christ liberated Francis from 
all that threatened to separate him from God’s love and healing; that same liberation we need in all our lives especially 
during these challenging times. 

Ours are challenging times - in the world, the church, in our Parish, in our family-life. My hope is that as we learn a little 
more about him we might imitate his self-giving and faith and that as we imitate him we too might be drawn more deeply 
into love of Christ and his Church. Many years ago, when speaking about St. Francis, Pope St. John Paul II had this to 
say: "It is my hope that the inspiration of Saint Francis will help us to keep ever alive a sense of 'fraternity' with all those 
good and beautiful things which Almighty God has created." 

Let that be our hope too as we celebrate and learn about Francis.      Stephen ofm 

Talkabout – September Edition: The spring edition of our church magazine is now 
available at the help desk at each of our churches. 

Please consider making a donation to help cover the cost of printing. Talkabout 
celebrates our Parish by sharing news from parishioners and ministries. 

PARISH CALENDAR 

THIS WEEKEND 

Fri 23 No Youth – School Holidays 

Sat 24 

8:00am Mass at St. Michael’s, Pine Mountain. 

4:30pm Mass at Immaculate Heart Church 

4:30pm Reconciliation at St. Mary’s Church 

5:30pm Mass at St. Mary’s Church 

6:00pm Mass at Miraculous Medal Church 

Sun 25 

7.30am Mass at St. Joseph’s, Church (cuppa after) 

8:00am Mass at St. Brigid’s Church Hall 

9.00am Mass at St. Mary’s Church 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (during Mass) 

10.30am Baptism Preparation, Parish Office 

5:30pm Mass at St. Mary’s Church  
 

NEXT WEEK 

Mon 26 7:00am Mass at St. Joseph’s Church  

Tues 27 9.00am Mass at Immaculate Heart Church 

Wed 28 

8.30am Rosary, 9.00am Mass, 9:30am Adoration 

             at St Mary’s Church 

NO MASS at St. Brigid’s Church Hall 

5.00pm Prayer Group, Parish Office 

Thur 29 

9.00am Mass at St Mary’s Church 

10:00am Liturgy – Police Remembrance, St. Mary’s Church 

7:00pm Parish Finance Council, Parish Office 

Fri 30 9:00am Mass at Miraculous Medal Church 
 

mailto:ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.ipswichcatholic.com/
https://ipswich.flocknote.com/digitalnews


 

  

PASTORAL & OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

MASS READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

 
 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

1st Reading Habakkuk 1:2-3,2:2-4 

Psalm 95:1-2,6-7,8-9 

2nd Reading 2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14 

Gospel Luke 17:5-10 
 

PRAYING FOR OTHERS 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for those in our parish who are unwell or in need. 
We also pray for the following… 

Recently Deceased: Ingram Gordon, John Rodgers, Trevor 
Burrows.  

 

Anniversaries:  Colin Ryan, Teresa Scully, Margaret Long, 
Doris Lawson, Anon, Frances Elmore, Anne Lennon, and 
those in our Book of Life. 

The book of Habakkuk is a short dialogue between the prophet and the Lord 
about the judgment of Judah. First, Habakkuk questions why Judah's sins 
are going unpunished (1:2-4). Then the Lord responds that the Babylonians 
will come to execute his judgment on Judah (1:5-11).  Surprised by the Lord's 
solution, Habakkuk objects to God using a nation even more wicked than 
Judah to bring his judgment (1:12-2:1). The Lord replies that Babylon itself, 

after it has fulfilled its purpose, will fall and be mocked by the people it oppressed and "the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord" (2:14). 

The major tension in the book centers around the fulfillment of God's plan for his people and the execution of his judgment 
in the world.  Habakkuk's questioning comes from a standpoint of faith and trust, not from doubt.  The prophet believes in 
God's ultimate justice, so he can openly ask for vindication.  As the Lord and Habakkuk hammer out how justice will be 
accomplished, the prophet deals with the deep questions of suffering, sin and violence.  

Habakkuk gives us an opportunity to grapple with the unanswerable questions of life.  We too must seek to understand 
suffering and the seeming triumph of wickedness in the face of God's justice.  Yet with Habakkuk we can place our hope 
in God's promise and await an appointed time (cf. 2:3, 3:16) when the Lord will finally and fully establish his justice in our 
midst.  Until then, we can rejoice in the knowledge that God is our Savior (3:18). 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

2 Week Road Closure – Mary Street & Elizabeth Street Intersection 

Council will be rehabilitating the existing stormwater infrastructure and constructing 
a new stormwater line at the intersection of Mary and Elizabeth streets, 
Woodend. This means this intersection will be closed for 2 weeks. 

The church can be accessed from Roseberry Parade, and there are not changes to 
our Masses or Liturgies. 

Works commence Monday 19th September from 7am and continue through to Friday 
30th September 5pm; weather permitting. 

For more details contact the council on 07 3810 6633. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Prepare for the Feast of Francis of Assisi! 

The feast day of Francis of Assisi is October 4. To prepare, join 
nine days of reflections and prayers that will help you deepen your 
devotion to this great saint. 
Each day, from September 25 through October 3, reflect on the 
life and legacy of Saint Francis. 
 

Many of our buildings are old, and part of them are failing! We have a 
planned maintenance schedule, but due to the number of properties, it can 
get a little hectic at times. If you would like to contribute to the cost of any of 
these projects, please place an envelope on the collection plate marked 
‘Repairs’. Thank you to those who have already given! 

Miraculous Medal Church – Friday we had no power to the church due to an electrical infrastructure problem. A temporary 
generator was installed Friday afternoon, for weekend Mass. Electricians will resolve the issue next week. 

Christian Religious Instruction - We have a free training for new or interested Christian RI instructors or assistants on 
Tuesday 4th October, at Catalyst Church, 142 Pine Mountain Road, Brassall. Training commences at 9:45am. Pleas 
register by 30th September to suzie@cri-network.org.au or 0412 875 412. The teaching of religious instruction in local 
primary state schools is supported by Queensland Education, and gives children the opportunity to question, explore and 
discover faith and Christian values for themselves as part of a holistic education. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100222.cfm
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/milzCQnMqvhXkOjPfxWKml?domain=dropbox.com
mailto:suzie@cri-network.org.au


 
 

 

  

SOME IMPORTANT NEWS 

CELEBRATING ST BRIGID’S SCHOOL CENTENARY 

(Image below – School & Church 1928) 

 

Two important events; 

• Friday 14th October at 9.00am, there will be a School Mass followed by a special morning tea 

• Sunday 16th October at 8am, we will celebrate with Mass, morning tea, followed by lunch at the 
Royal George Pub. Please contact the Parish Office (32812133) to book your seat for lunch. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Annual Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass will be celebrated with Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge on Saturday 24th September @ 11:30am at the Cathedral of St Stephen, 
Brisbane. Those celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary, or more, are invited to attend, 
together with your family and friends.  RSVP: by Wednesday 21st September; email 
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au; telephone 3324 3030.  The Cathedral car park will be 
available. 

Celebrating Eucharist for the First Time - This weekend, one of our regular 
parishioners (Michelle) will received the Eucharist for the first time. The image to 
the side, is Michelle’s understanding of what it means to come forward and 
receive our precious Lord. Four simple words, “We are all one” have such a 
profound meaning. As you look around the church today, are you able to say 
that you are at one with the person next to you? How about the person opposite? 
The person up the back? It is a touch question. Let us all ponder this question 
as we receive Jesus this weekend. 

OCTOBER ROSARY – On Saturday, 15th October, there will be a public Rosary inside St. 
Mary’s Church at 12pm (noon). Our prayer will begin with the Angelus, an offer of our 
intensions, and we will pray the Luminous Mysteries. Tea/Coffee/water will be available after. 

 

On October 15th, we also remember St. Teresa of Avila. As a youngster, St. 
Teresa had a strong devotion to St. Joseph and Our Lady, often finding a 
quiet place in the house to pray the Rosary. So, we will be in great company! 

 
Please collect a prayer intention card at the help desk of each church if you would like prayers 
offered on your behalf. Just write your intention down and place in the intention box at the 
help desk. The Votive Candle stand will also be available on the day. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

PARISH TRIP TO MARIAN VALLEY – CONFIRMED! 

Where: Marian Valley, 2541 Beechmont Road, Witheren via Cunungra  

When: Saturday, 8th October 2022, from 7.00am – 4.00pm,  

Leaving: (time to be confirmed) Bus from St. Mary’s Church carpark 

Returns:  (time to be confirmed) Bus from St. Mary’s Church carpark 

Infant & Toddler Atrium Update – Term 4 sessions will commence 

Wednesday 13th October. Please reach out to confirm you are returning next term. 
In 2023, we will have a new location due to Mater Dei being sold. Fr. Stephen and 
the leadership team are working with us to ensure our ministry continues and are 
working on a location for us! 

Primary School Atrium Update – Term 4 sessions will commence on Monday 

17th October, and Wednesday 19th October.  If you are not returning next term, can 
you please let the team know. In 2023, we will be moving to a single Tuesday 
session from 3:30pm – 5:00pm. We hope by giving you this advance notice you will 
be able to organise your child's out of school activities around Tuesdays. Thank you 
for the joy you bring to the Atrium. Stay safe during the holidays and every blessing 
until we gather once more. Best wishes, Karen, Kristy, Bev and Bernadette 

mailto:cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au


 

 

 

 
 

FORMATION  &  ACCOMPANIMENT 
We are seeking sponsors to accompany those candidates who will journey towards 
full communion with the Catholic Church at Easter. 

Please consider if God is calling you to this ministry, and let Fr Stephen or the Parish Office 
know. 

Fr Stephen will then consider the compatibility for each sponsor / candidate, before final 
appointments are made. Contact the Parish Office to leave your details. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Teenagers (RCIT) is a program 
where high school students prepare for the Sacrament of 
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, and Reconciliation. 

Students from Grade 7 to Grade 12 are invited to enrol into our 
RCIA program, which will commence Wednesday, October 5th 
and run each Wednesday for 7 weeks. Sessions will be at 
3:30pm – 5:00pm at the Parish Office. 

We are seeking: 

• Catholic teens who have not celebrated all their sacraments 

• Any other teen who is interested in exploring the Catholic faith 

Enrol now -  https://bit.ly/rcit2022 

It is Time to 

Get Off the Bench 

THE SEASON OF CREATION (SEPTEMBER 1 – OCTOBER 4) 

The Pope defines the Season of Creation as “an opportunity to cultivate our 
‘ecological conversion’”, recalling this concept encouraged by St. John Paul II as a 
response to the ‘ecological catastrophe’ announced by St. Paul VI as early as 1970. 

In this way, he invites all Christians during this time to “pray once more in the great 
cathedral of creation, and revel in the “grandiose cosmic choir” made up of 

countless creatures, all singing the praises of God”. People of faith, says the Pope, feel “even more responsible for acting 
each day in accordance with the summons to conversion.  Nor is that summons simply individual: “the ecological 
conversion needed to bring about lasting change is also a community conversion”. 

To the community of Catholics, the Pope calls them to prayer: “In this Season of Creation, let us pray that COP27 and 
COP15 may unite the human family to decisively address the double crisis of climate and biodiversity reduction”.  Francis 
also uses his message to call on nations to halt the further collapse of the “web of life” – biodiversity – pointing to four 
principles: 

1. Building a clear ethical basis for the transformation we need in order to save biodiversity.  

2. Fight biodiversity loss, support its conservation and recovery, and meet people’s needs in a sustainable way. 

3. Promote global solidarity, taking into account that biodiversity is a global common good that requires a shared 
commitment. 

4. Put people in vulnerable situations at the centre, including those most affected by biodiversity loss, such as 
indigenous peoples, older people, and youth. 

NOVEMBER MASSES 2022 

November Mass Offering Envelopes will be available at the Welcome Desk next 
weekend (1st & 2nd October). 

The Book of Life in each church will also be on display for those wishing to enter 
into it, the names of your deceased loved ones. 

Our November Liturgies are as follows: 
 

1st Nov Tuesday (All Saints Day) 
9.00am Immaculate Heart Church, Leichhardt 
9.00am St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 
 
2nd Nov Wednesday (All Souls Day) 
8:30am Rosary - St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 
9.00am Mass - St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 
9:45am Adoration – St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 
9:30am Mass – St. Brigid’s Hall, Rosewood 
 

7.00pm St. Mary’s Church, Woodend  

             (Remembrance Mass) 

CEMETERY LITURGIES 

6th Nov Sunday – Prayer Service 
2:00pm at Warrill Park Cemetery 
 

12th Nov Saturday – Mass & Blessing of Graves 
10:30am at St. Patrick’s Church, Rosevale 
 

19th Nov Saturday – Mass & Blessing of Graves 
10:00am at Glamorgan Vale Cemetery 
 

26th Nov Saturday – Mass & Blessing of Graves  
9:00am at St. Michael’s Cemetery, Pine Mountain 

 

Did you know that October is the month of the rosary - This is primarily due to the fact that the liturgical feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary is celebrated annually on October 7. It was instituted to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary in gratitude for 
the protection that she gives the Church in answer to the praying of the Rosary by the faithful. 

https://bit.ly/rcit2022

