
   

 

Spring 2022 News from across our parish 

Dear Parishioners, 
Thanks for picking up this edition and I hope you 
enjoy the read.  So much happens in our Parish it 
is hard to condense it to a few pages. Thanks to 
the Editorial Team for their work in collating our 
news. 
Every week, we Catholics recite a common creed 
that binds us 
in one faith. 
I’ve been 
thinking about 
personal 
creeds. What 
creed do I 
live? What 
creed do 
others infer from my actions, words, and deeds? 
What if God will judge us not on what we recite at 
weekly Mass, but on what we do the rest of the 
week? What if we will be convicted by our 
convictions?  

  If I believe sacred Scripture is the inspired 
Word of God, and yet I don’t read and study 
the Bible, then I refuse to hear God.  

  If I believe in plentiful redemption, and yet I fail 
to forgive myself, then I deny that God is all-
loving.  

  If I believe God created the heavens and the 
earth, and yet I fail to care for the environment, 
then I am abusing the offspring of God.  

  If I believe God is the 
creator of all life, and 
yet I believe an unborn 
child is a choice, then I 
make my God an 
inconvenience.  

  If I believe humankind 
was created in God’s 
image, and yet act as if 
any race or gender is 
superior to another, 

From the Desk of  
Fr Stephen Bliss ofm 

then I proclaim 
God to be fickle 
and imperfect.  

  If I believe in the 
primacy of 
conscience, and 
yet I fail to learn 
the teachings of 
the Church, then I am a rudderless ship adrift 
in a sea of troubles.  

  If I believe Christ will judge the living and the 
dead, and yet I spend my days judging the 
faults of others, then I have surely usurped the 
throne of my King.  

  If I believe the Holy Spirit is part of the Trinity, 
and yet I spend all my days stifling the Spirit, 
then I have muzzled my God.  

  If I believe in the Real Presence, and yet I am 
not transformed by Holy Communion, then I 
deny Christ’s admittance to the world.  

  If I believe we are all sisters and brothers in 
Christ, and yet I fail to share my time, talent, 
and treasure, then 
I surely deny that 
Christ is my 
brother.  

I believe that you 
help me in faith and 
that your witness 
inspires me each 
day.  
At Mass we profess  
the faith we believe. 
What faith are we 
professing by our 
actions? 
Enjoy the read and 
let’s thank the Lord 
for being part of this 
great Parish!  
Have a think about 
contributing to the 
next edition!  
Let us continue to 
pray for each other. 
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Pentecost Sunday - Sunday 5th June 2022 – What a wonderful and 
invigorating day. What a wonderful way in which to celebrate the 
beginning of the Church. 
Pentecost marks the day that the Holy Spirit descended upon the 
Apostles whilst they were hiding following Jesus’ Resurrection.  After 
receiving the power and gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Apostles went out 
and preached His message to everyone – even those who spoke 
other languages. 
The Ipswich Catholic Community celebrated Pentecost through our 
multi-cultural mass, which was an explosion of 
celebration through the senses with colour, 
music, smoking ceremony, and dance. 
Entering St Mary’s, it was inspiring to see the 
church packed with people – strong and active 
in our faith.  Our multi-cultural cohesiveness 
was on display through flags, national dress, 
diversity of language throughout the mass, 
and the smoking ceremony and 
Acknowledgement to Country, honouring the 
world’s oldest culture.  Clearly, the Lord spoke 
to us through the diversity represented.  One 
of the most powerful images of the mass 
occurred when a mat was placed over a community 
representative, symbolising the loving presence of God. 
The essence of the morning was that we were gathered as 
one and that all were welcome in a strong, vigorous, living 
church.  Every part of the mass was celebrated with joy, with 
Father Stephen’s homily highlighting that the Spirit was 
bringing us together through renewal, recreation, and 
reimagining. 
Diversity was celebrated not only culturally, but through a 
mixture of ages and gender present as one. In the spirit of valuing the words of all present, below are the 
thoughts of St Mary’s Primary School student, Alex Featherstone (Year 6 White), who was present: “I 
really enjoyed attending the Multicultural Mass. It was a great experience to hear the hymns, songs and 
prayers in different languages, and have the experience of different cultures.  I especially liked the 
smoking ceremony as we walked into the church and through the church.  Another favourite moment was 
hearing the Prayer of the Faithful spoken with different languages.  The barbeque after was also a lot of 
fun. It brought everyone together after the service so people could talk and enjoy the great food. The 

ladies who did the Bollywood dance were a lot of 
fun to watch too.”   

    MULTICULTURAL MASS 
      Cath North 
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A beautiful sunny morning kicked off what 
became a day dominated by colour. 
Colour not only in the myriad church 
decorations but in the colourful way many 
in the congregation presented their very 
own national identities, cultures and 
spirituality. 
During the formalities of the multicultural 

mass, of the many inclusive 
symbolisms presented was the 
reading, in their own language, of 
the prayers of the faithful by 
members in Indian, French, 
Burundi, Arabic, Samoan, German 
and English 
After mass, various food stalls 
were well patronised. with the 
sausage sizzle very popular with 
all.  

Colourful Morning  
Alex Masszauer 
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Imagine that you are one of the recent visitors to our church. You stand at the church 
door and take in the view up to the main altar.    
St Mary’s Church has changed continually over its 118 years – not to mention the two 
buildings that preceded our present one. In the small space of an article here only a few 
changes can be pointed out. 
Here are 4 photos taken over the church’s history. Remember that the interior front 
doors and flimsy dividing wall were not there in 1904. 
I. circa 1905  (The church was opened in late 1904) 
1.  There were no Stations (small Stations 

would soon be hung from the pillars, our 
large stations came later.) 

2. There were no figures, apart from the 
crucifix on the wall above the altar. 

3. The altar was wooden. 
4. The altar rails were wooden. 
5. The pulpit was wooden and  outside the 

altar rails. 
6. The lights (not electric for another 10 

years) were suspended from supports 
jutting out over the pews. 

7. The pews are the same ones we still use. 
8. There were no stained glass window 

visible in the side walls, although one 
was there when the church opened. The 
stained glass windows on the back wall far above the altar were there when the church opened. 

9. There was a baptismal font (which still exists) just inside  the door. 
II. mid 1950s  (Photo by Frank Molloy) 
1. Stations of the Cross were present but not visible in this photo. Small ones hanging on pillars were 

replaced by our large present stations painted by Giorgio de Pyro about 1912. 
2. There are now figures in the 

niches above  the altar, St 
Patrick and St Brigid and one 
on either side of the crucifix. 

3. The back wall is painted a light 
blue. 

4. There is a clock above the 
right hand sacristy door. 

5. The altar is now a fine marble 
feature. A carving on it was 
done by Daphne Mayo (who 
did an apprenticeship in 
Ipswich). 

6. There is an angel at each end 
of the altar, holding electric 
lights. 

7. The altar rails are marble. 
8. The lights are now electric and 

hang from the centre of each 
arch. 

9. The pulpit is still wooden and still in its place outside  the altar  rails. 
10. The side altars are just visible and are also marble. 

St Mary’s from the Front Door 
by John Kane 
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III. 1976  Death of Mons Molony: beginnings of 

next major changes  
 

One major change is shown in this photo.  A wooden 
altar has been put in a cramped position in front of the 
former high altar. No other changes are visible. The altar 
rails and pulpit remain in their places. 
This heralded a major change in our liturgy, viz that the 
priest now says mass facing the congregation  (there 
would be no room on the new altar for a new tabernacle) 

 
IV. 2005  Many changes;  Ordination of Paul Harwood 
photo 1st September 
 

1. The two figures from alongside the crucifix above the 
High Altar, Mary and John, have been removed and 
put in the two niches to right and left. The image of 
earth, on which Mary and John stood, has been 
removed, leaving no distraction from our view of Christ 
on the cross. The statues of St Patrick and St. Brigid 
have been removed altogether. 

2. The two angels have been removed from either side of 
the High Altar. They have been remodelled into holy 
water fonts and now stand inside the two side doors. 

3. The wooden pulpit outside the 
altar area has been removed and 
replaced by a marble lectionary 
modelled to match the altar. 

4. The altar rails have been 
removed  (and are now used to 
surround Horan’s grave at the 
back of the church). 

5. The area on which the simple 
marble altar is now found has 
been enlarged to provide room 
for services which involve many 
people (as in the photo). 

6. The clock above the sacristy door 
has been removed. 

There are of course many other 
changes over the years, though not 
visible in these 4 photos.  
The insertion of the wonderful stained glass windows, and their repair after vandalism; arrival of the pipe 
organ upstairs and the modern organ downstairs, are just two examples. However, the updating of the 
altar and its surrounds is the most obvious and most important change. 
Words from St Augustine - an August Saint 
‘There is no saint without a past, 
no sinner without a future.’  
‘The measure of love is to love 
without measuring.’  
‘A Christian is: a mind through 
which Christ thinks, a heart 
through which Christ loves, a 
voice through which Christ 
speaks, and a hand through which Christ helps.’ 



 6 

 

We are hearing and reading a lot about the war in Ukraine. There are many appeals for aid to be sent to 
the people there who are enduring physical and monetary hardship. I was struck by the fact that  many 
historians claim that we could all find relationships with Ukrainian people if we go back into our family 
trees far enough.  
And in fact,  our family does not  have to try very hard.  My wife  Margaret is certainly descended from 
Ukrainians who once lived in Kharkov. The family tree that I have documented for her goes back to a 
family called Linitsky. A Ukrainian high ranking clergyman urged the Linitsky boys to change their 
name  to a more Russian name, Smirnov, (a bit like Smith) so that they could get diplomatic jobs for 
Russia.  
One of the boys, James Ivanovich Smirnov,  became a lifetime Archpriest to 
the Russian embassy and church in London. I have a photo of the 150th  
anniversary of his death150 years earlier, being celebrated at his grave in a 
London cemetery by a Russian Archbishop and a group of Russian 
soldiers.  For a time during a brief war between England and Russia, this 
priest was the principal contact between the warring countries.  
This clergyman’s brother Jean/John worked for some time in the Russian 
embassy in London, then was a busy official in the Russian army.  He  was 
murdered at the end of one of their wars by an underling over a dispute 
about army supplies that arrived too late for the war.  This murdered man, in 
spite of his rank and decorations died without any money to leave to his 
[English] wife and many children. So they were adopted by the Russian 
State.  Margaret’s direct ancestor amongst them was Maria Smirnov 
who  apparently spent her time between England and Moscow. She married 
an English lawyer. They moved to India where the lawyer died young, but 
only after producing lots of children.  Maria and most of the children then moved to Australia (though not 
all at once.)  Some of the children did very well as farmers (we visited one farm of one of the 
descendants, still in the family) and some did very poorly. 
Margaret’s grandmother’s second name was Olga, a reminder of the past. 
Our (I.e. Margaret’s) ties to the original Ukrainians was emphasized recently when I received a letter from 
a Ukrainian family researcher requesting family details about our connections with Ukraine. 
So:  the theme is that we should perhaps be very sympathetic with the Ukrainians, because we might all 
actually have distant relations there. 
Perhaps there is another conclusion If everyone could find some connection to Ukraine if you delve 
deeply enough,  then you can equally find a connection with Russia. 
 Perhaps too we should ignore all this, ignore family bonds and donate funds to the people who are being 
so damaged by the war. 

Ken & Kath Hogan (from North 
Ipswich) celebrated their 66th 
wedding anniversary on the18th 
of August. 
Fr Joe McKay gave them a 
special blessing in front of family 
and friends at the 7.30am Mass 
at St Joseph’s on Sunday, 21st 
August.  Congratulations to them 
on this special occasion. 

UKRAINE AND IPSWICH 
John Kane 

66th Wedding Anniversary 
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The 100th Anniversary of St Brigid's 
Primary School, Rosewood was 
celebrated in style, by the school, 

with the performance of a musical. The whole 
school was involved in 'St Brigid! The Musical', which was 
performed as a matinee at 1 pm on Wednesday, 31st 
August and then in the evening at 6 pm on Thursday, 1st 
September. 
The school commissioned Fiona Ludgate to write the show. 
A teacher, she creates musicals for primary schools; 
Principal Duane Wann attended a performance of one of 
her shows, '100 Years Musical' at St Joseph's, Blackall in 
2017. Fiona lives out past Longreach, at Yaraka. 
She combined the story of Brigid, with the history of 
the school to create a modern-day portrayal.  
Lana Elwood, the school Drama Teacher was the 
driving force with organisation. Parents Simone 
Behrendorff and Camilla Jakimowicz prepared the 
children in the major roles with regard to 
performance and singing and the dance 
choreography respectively 
Each class had a part in the musical. All the children 
participated in the production, singing beautifully 
and performing with gusto and enthusiasm. The 
large audience, which included the staff, priests, 
Brisbane Catholic Education Office representatives, 
past pupils and the families, was well entertained and 
everyone was impressed by the show. The school 
Facebook page was packed with comments filled 
with praise, appreciation and admiration.  
The musical was filmed and a DVD is in preparation. 
It will be available soon from the school office.  
The Centenary celebrations have been held 
throughout the year and are continuing. A School 
Mass is planned, followed by a special morning tea 
being held on Friday, 14th October at 9.00am and the 
Parish will celebrate Mass and Morning tea, followed 
by lunch at the Royal George Hotel on Sunday 
16th October. 
(Photographs included here with kind permission 
of St Brigid’s Primary School) 

'  St Brigid! The Musical' 
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 Dragonfly Retreat 
Bev Cheyne 

Dragonfly Ministry Retreat by Bev Cheyne 
and Aileen Kelly 
From the 17th to the 19th June, Aileen and I 
attended a live in retreat led by Grace 
Harwood of Dragonfly Ministries. There were 
other members from the Ipswich Catholic 
Community in attendance as well. Sue 
Thomas came also, as a participant and 
spiritual advisor.  
The theme for the retreat was “gifts of the 
visitation”.  As it was a silent retreat, Grace 
asked us to be respectful of this with regard 
to each other, and if you really needed to use 
words to see the Facilitators, Grace, or Sue. I 
thought that was a wonderful thing to say because often,” do we 
need to use words”. Some possibly had to go and see her for 
spiritual guidance or, some couldn’t contain themselves.  I was 
reasonably happy with my silent response, and I thoroughly 
enjoyed the whole weekend.  
We had free rein over the grounds. There are walks, prayer 
spaces, a maze, and an unobstructed view of Moreton Bay. With 
input from Grace coming from her own love of Mary and 
Elizabeth, together with a book called “Gifts of the Visitation”, by 
Denise Bossert, we had the basis for our own reflections. During 
the visitation, when Elizabeth heard Mary ‘s greeting, the child 
leapt in her womb, is a familiar scripture passage but full of 
untold gifts. 
Events to reflect on, such as the birth of Jesus and the birth of 
John the Baptist foretold, there was a lot on which to ponder 
regarding our own faith journey. The visitation invites us to be 
open to God’s movement in our lives. We had several spiritual 
gifts to reflect on. 
A spirit of spontaneity.  Mary ‘s response to God was immediate.  
A spirit of courage. It took courage for Mary to say yes to God, without provisos. Also, Elizabeth’s courage 
with regard to pregnancy in her old age.  
A spirit of joy. The joy surrounding Mary and Elizabeth ‘s pregnancy. The joy we bring to moments is 
contagious so that the gift of joy is multiplied. 
 A spirit of readiness. Like a call to action for whatever God desires from and for me. 

The spirit of humility. It is the most essential gift 
for those who wish to share Christ.  
A spirit of adventure. A sense of purpose and zeal 



 9 

 

for sharing God ‘s good news. 
 A spirit of hospitality. Hospitality is love in action.  
A spirit of wonder and awe. We need to approach 
the mystery of God ‘s presence with wonder and 
awe repeatedly. 
A Spirit of Thanksgiving. Appreciative for God ‘s 
gifts to us.  
These are the points we dwelt on in our time at the 
retreat. If you look at all these points with regard to 
Mary and Elizabeth ‘s experiences, it is heady 
stuff. In my case it makes the view of the visitation 
a lot broader and deeper, and thinking about all the areas mentioned, I 
could see a multifaceted event, with broad food for thought; it can 
certainly be very challenging.  
Areas within the St Theresa’s grounds for reflection include the little way 
of Saint Teresa of Lisieux. This is a walk-through garden with reflection 
points of kindness, simplicity, confidence, gratitude, sacrifice, mercy, 
and love. The Labyrinth, a wonderful area for reflection as we walk 
around it. A sculpture of Mary at Cana was another very powerful area 
in which to reflect. 
We each had our own room and could utilise that at any time. I found 
the communal time, at meals, where we ate in silence incredibly 
powerful. Then at the end, when we shared the last lunch together out 
of silence, the cacophony of voices was almost too much for me. I 
discovered just how powerful silence can be. I commented on the way 
home, “I felt I knew the people that attended more in the silence then if we had chatted all weekend.” 
Aileen and I agreed on this point.  

Twice a year Grace Harwood from Dragonfly 
Ministries offers quiet retreats for women at Santa 
Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston.  
Held in June and December, each retreat 
commences with dinner on the Friday night as we 
welcome and get to know to each other before 
Night Prayer and descending into silence. The 
retreat finishes on the Sunday afternoon with a 
closing ritual. On the Saturday night, there is 
always a candle lit labyrinth walk in the Chapel – a 
meditative time of gentle walking which seems to 
ground the weekend.  
Some participants are drawn to return to the silence and the community of the retreats each year, while 
others are new to the experience of spending time in quietude.  
It is always a God-delight to witness community being formed over the weekend, even though we are all 
in silence. It is a beautiful privilege to support Grace during these weekends, in offering meditation each 
morning, and in offering Spiritual Direction during the weekend to individual participants who feel moved 
to depth their retreat experience in this way.  
I am filled with gratitude for the opportunity to 
create safe space, a ‘container of holding’, in 
order to listen with retreatants as they share 
their heart journey and, in the sharing, hear God 
calling them ‘Beloved’.  
Thank you to all who come.  

Sue Thomas 
Dragonfly Ministries Retreat Weekends for Women. 
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Once again, 
the Colleges 
produced a 

brilliant and deservedly 
successful musical at the Ipswich Civic 
Centre. The reports from St Mary’s best 
describe and pay tribute to the performance: 

That’s A Wrap!  

On Saturday 16 July, the company of Disney 
High School Musical closed a spectacular 
2022 Combined Colleges’ Musical season 
with a completely sold-out performance! 
Thank you to all students, staff, volunteers 
and supporters who helped make the 
musical a huge success. It was an incredible 
production, with amazing costumes, sets, 
dancing, acting and music. Musicals take an 
incredible amount of time and dedication, 
and we are so proud of all students and staff. 
Well-done for bringing this production to life.   

The Friday evening show was professionally 
recorded by Limelight Multimedia and will be 
available to all members of the SMC and 
SEC community to purchase for $15. All 
members of the cast, crew and band will be 
emailed directly with information regarding 
purchasing this recording. If you are not a 
member of the cast, crew or band and would 
like to purchase a copy, please email 
Courtney Fook at 
courtneyf@stmarys.qld.edu.au.    

Musical – Student Reflections 

Emma Small, Cultural Captain & Kelsi in 
HSM 

Last week, after months of preparation, St 
Mary’s in collaboration with St Edmund’s put 
on our production of Disney High School 
Musical. I would like to say a big thank you 
and well done to everyone involved – it was 
truly a spectacular show to be a part of. We 
have had excellent reviews from members of 
our community as well as members of the wider 
community who came to watch. 

 A special shoutout goes to all of the Year 12s 
involved – congratulations on your last (and perhaps 
first) Combined Colleges’ Musical, it was an honour 
to work with you all for the last time!  

This was the first time the wonderful Ms Miles has 
been the music director and conductor of a musical – 

2022 Combined Colleges Musical  
Disney High School Musical 

mailto:courtneyf@stmarys.qld.edu.au.
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she did an amazing job and I hope it is the first of many 
shows she does for SMC.  

I would also like to give a big thank you to Mrs Fook for 
all her work on the musical – she said that the cast had 
over 200 hours of rehearsals, so take that number and 
triple it and you will have a small fraction of the hours of 
work and thought she put into the show.  

Everyone should be very proud of the work they put 
into the musical – it is a massive commitment and 
every person involved handled it with grace.  

Amy McCormick, Year 11 Student & Sharpay in HSM 

 The 2022 Combined Colleges’ production of Disney 
High School Musical: On Stage was a massive 
success! After 16 weeks of rehearsals, through battling 
COVID-19, influenza, floods and other hurdles to make 
it onto the stage, the show was loved by crowds. The students performed to near sold-out and sold-out 
audiences, from Thursday 14th to Saturday 16th July, showcasing amazing talent across five 
performances.   

A big congratulations to the whole cast, crew and band for an amazing show that had audiences cheering, 
laughing and crying. 

With heavy hearts we also congratulate our Year 11 and 12 students who have performed their final 
musical with St Mary’s College, especially our seniors who took their final bows and said goodbye to school 
musicals. 

A big thank you must go to our amazing staff who dedicated an enormous amount of time towards the 
musical. Their ongoing support and encouragement made this production possible, and we know this 
incredible experience would not be possible without their outstanding commitment. 

Thank you to everyone who came and 
supported the band, crew and cast for this 
production! 

Also check out St Mary’s College Facebook 
page, https://www.facebook.com/
SMCIpswich for more on the Musical and the 
lead up to the performance, including 
enumerations of the rehearsals and how the 
production was put together over the weeks 
leading up to the show itself. 

Thank you to St Mary’s College and Rachel 
England, Campus Minister for kind permission 
to use the images and text here. 

https://www.facebook.com/
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After the success of the inaugural festival in 2021, SPARK Festival 
again entertained the Ipswich community this year. The Council 
sponsored festival ran from the 7th to the 17th July 2022; with 
Timothy Molony Park and St Mary's Church the venues for most of 
the entertainment by local artists. Each night of the festival, the park 
came alive with music, dance, choirs, big bands, and roving 
performances. The Ipswich public turned out to not only be 
entertained but to enjoy the many offerings from the food vans. The 
park was also the best place to watch the featured artists’ work 
projected onto the facade of the church, SPARK AFTER DARK’s 
light-based installations. 
Featured performers included Nunukul Yuggera Aboriginal Dance 
Company, Bullhorn, Annie at the Helm, Orpheus Chorale, Cambrian 
Show Choir, Las Chimilitas, Brooke Austen, Kim Wright, Jarrad 
Wrigley, Taylor Wilton, Ipswich City Big Band, Faith Sosene, and 
many more. 
The artists chosen for the projection display were Kylie Hill, Jacob 
Sarra, Jarryd Lawton, Jennifer Kent, Rebecca Lewis, Lee Fullarton, 
Colin Mac, Kenneth Gavin Lewis, Glen Smith, and Jessica Andersen. 
The Projection Artist was James Muller. 
Fr Stephen also opened St Mary’s Church for tours conducted by 
church parishioners and the public came to not only look around but 
to pray, light candles, and sit listening to performances by local 
groups and soloists. The interior of the church looked spectacular, 

with over 200 candles as the only 
illumination. One of the main performers 
was The Black Square String Quartet, 
which enchanted audiences with music 
composed during the same period as the 
construction of St Mary’s (1870 – 1890), 
along with a special selection of 
compositions by female Australian 
composers. Our own Michael Tran seminarian, and organist, Carol Pritchard, 
filled the church with song and the music of our beautiful pipe organ from the 
choir loft.  
Hopefully the SPARK Festival will become an annual event and, if 2022 is 
anything to go by, we should see more awesome entertainment and events 
planned for 2023. Ipswich is incredibly fortunate to have the iconic St Mary's 
Church showcased not only as a place of worship and historic building but as 
a backdrop that highlights the culture of the citizens of Ipswich. 

SPARK Festival - 2022 
by Robyn Harm 
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Thursday 7 July - Kylie Hill 
Kylie Hill is the owner of KJH artworks, and a proud Kalkadoon and waanyi 
woman, from far North Queensland. She grew up in the Ipswich community, 
and has lived here, raising her children and family for 35+ years. 
Friday 8 July - Jacob Sarra  
Jacob Sarra is a Goreng Goreng artist born and raised in Ipswich.  
Saturday 9 July - Jarryd Lawton 
Jarryd Lawton is a descendant of the Bidjara and Ghangulu people in 
Central Queensland. He is the founder of Mujeekah’s Inspirational 
Indigenous Art  
Sunday 10 July - Jennifer Kent 
Jennifer Kent is a multicultural Australian with Ancestry from the 
Quandamooka, Jinibara, Wakkawakka Tribes of South East Queensland 
and of the Darumbal Tribe of the Capricorn Queensland Coast. She 
grew up in Mt Isa and Townsville and also has kinship with the 
Waluwarra Tribe of North West Queensland. 
Monday 11 July - Rebecca Lewis 
Rebecca Lewis is a self-taught textile artist, seamstress, printmaker and 
collage enthusiast living and working in Ipswich, Queensland.  
Tuesday 12 July - Colin Mac 
Colin Mac a multi-disciplinary designer and artist. Working across a 
variety of mediums his work primarily investigates identity, language and 
memory.  
Wednesday 13 July - Lee FullARTon 
Lee FullARTon is a practicing and teaching Artist from Ipswich. After 
graduating with a BA from Queensland College of Art in 1986, she 
undertook postgraduate studies that combined aspects of her arts 
practice with art therapy and art education for children. She maintains 
her arts practice at her studio in Ipswich and undertakes AiR’s and 
community arts projects across Australia. 
Thursday 14 July - Kenneth Gavin Lewis 
Gavin studied 16 mm film at Canterbury Christ Church University 
College, UK. Today he is a community support worker and NDIS 
advocate; video artist, vocalist for the Recepts, vinyl enthusiast and 
local entertainer – DJ Gavs.  
Friday 15 July - Glen Smith 
Glen Smith has been heavily involved in the art culture of Ipswich for 
over 12 years and presently holds the position of President of 
ArtsConnect Ipswich Inc.   
Saturday 16 July - Jessica Andersen 
Jessica Andersen uses her art practice to explore 
distilled glimpses of Queensland’s cultural 
landscape. Each artwork is based upon a situation 
or person from Jessica’s life. 
Sunday 17 July 
Final night showcased selection from artists who 
exhibited throughout SPARK. 
(information sourced from Ipswich Festivals website - 
https://www.ipswichfestivals.com.au/sparkipswich/
spark-after-dark/delight/?
fbclid=IwAR0CWSAxHTFFTwpHugxmZ--
KMdWEAOh6oLXeD0kBFup1mH82csE7vPNm-0A) 

https://www.ipswichfestivals.com.au/sparkipswich/
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In our parish newsletter for the week beginning 21 August, 2022, 
Fr Stephen reminded us that: “Pope Francis dedicated his general 
audience talk last weekend to the urgent need for young and old to 
come together so older people can share their faith and wisdom 
about the world”. His Holiness had noted: “The witness of the elderly 
unites the generations of life, the same with the dimensions of time; 
past,  present and future;  for they are not only the memory, they are 
the present as well as the promise.” 

With school holidays looming, I present the following challenge for each of the generations of our parish 
families, to meet more regularly than they probably do already, in order to participate in an exercise of 
discernment that I am certain will unite these family generations more tightly than ever, “for they are not 
only the memory, they are the present as well as the promise.”  The challenge that I put to all is to unravel 
the very “Reason” for a family being a family; the Reason that “is given” to us all in the magnificent 
‘Rhetoric’ of  and expounded, albeit obliquely, in the ‘Dialectic’ of so many scientists, legal practitioners, 
philosophers and theologians ever since. 

The first step of the challenge is to identify, to discern and to understand the ancient ‘legal’ Doctrine of 
Precedence at work in these twelve verses, especially its Ratio Decidendi, its Obiter Dicta, and, thus, its 
Stare Decisis. ... (Google them!).  Secondly, discern and understand the Enthymeme (body of proof) 
(Google it!) within the Ratio Decidendi, together with its constituent Polysyllogism (Google it!) that contains 
three (yes, three!) syllogisms. The 2nd and 3rd syllogisms can be “seen” with the eyes (they are 
‘physical’). The first, however, is ‘metaphysical’, and may only be “seen” with the mind, in which case one 
should observe Aristotle’s argument that some syllogisms are based on a “sign (semeia)”. “Signs” are 
“things (that) are so closely related that the presence or absence of one indicates the presence or 
absence of the other.” So, here’s a tip. The “sign” becomes evident in the following citation from the late 
philosopher Pope (now Saint) John Paul II, in the very first chapter of his seminal work, Man and Woman 
He created Them — A Theology of the Body, 2006 edition, p135. I have underlined parts of the extract; 
deliberately. Read it slowly. Reflect on yourself reflecting its content! Lead those younger family members 
to wisdom ― and vice versa!!! 

“The level of this first account of creation, even if it is chronologically later, has above all a theological 
character.  An indication of this is above all the definition of man based on his relationship with God (‘in 
the image of God he created him’), which includes at the same time an affirmation of the absolute 
impossibility of reducing man to the ‘world’. Already in the light of the Bible’s first sentences, man can 
neither be understood nor explained in his full depth with the categories taken from the ‘world’, that is, 
from the visible totality of bodies. Nevertheless, man too is a body. Genesis 1:27 establishes that this 
essential truth about man refers to the male as much as to the female: ‘God created man in his image ...; 
male and female he created them.’ One must recognise that the first account is concise, free from any 
trace of subjectivism; it contains only the objective fact and defines the objective reality, both when it 
speaks about the creation of the human being, male and female, in the image of God, and when it adds a 
little later the words of the first blessing, ‘God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, fill 
the earth, subdue it, and rule.’ 

“The first account of the creation of man, which, as we have just observed, has a theological character, 
contains hidden within itself a powerful metaphysical content. One should not forget that precisely this text 
of Genesis has become the source of the deepest inspiration for the thinkers who have sought to 
understand ‘being’ and ‘existing’ (perhaps only Exodus 3 can be compared with this text). Despite some 
detailed and plastic expressions in this passage, man is defined in it primarily in the dimensions of being 
and existing (“esse”). He is defined in a more metaphysical than physical way.” 

Bear in mind, too, that the Orator (Rhetor) in this ‘case’ is not merely ‘The Word’ but also the ‘Way of 
‘Word’ - the Absolute Judge and Orator! His stare decisis is eternal and therefore, may never be set aside!  

I commend this challenge to you and yours as a practical example of the teaching of the methodology 
of “learning to learn”; i.e. the way to wisdom is the Way of Wisdom ... as:   

knowledge; context; perspective; perception; 
 discernment; understanding; meaning;  

decision; wisdom; action 
       Enjoy!!!!       

[Note: this sharing is a journey; it will take months!] 

A ‘Challenge’ for the Family in Matthew 19:1-12 
John Cuthbert 
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On Sunday 28th August, St Brigid’s welcomed the newest 
member of the community through the sacrament of Baptism. 
Frank Poppi, infant son of Clare and Alex, was joined by family 
and friends as he was initiated into the Catholic Church. The 
St Brigid’s community congratulates Frank and looks forward to 
joining him and his family on his future faith journey. 
Recently five students from 
St Brigid’s School received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation in 
a beautiful ceremony in 
St Mary’s Church attended by 
Bishop Ken Howell. 
Congratulations to Will, Jaxon, 
Mitchell, Declan and Hayden - 
we look forward to journeying 
with you all again next year as 
you prepare for your First 

Communion. 
It is with a sense of loss that our community has farewelled one of our 
regular musicians, Paul Hodge. Paul has been celebrating the Eucharist 
with us for several years and it has been delightful to have his gentle 
banjo accompaniment to the Mass. Thank you Paul for sharing your talent 
with us and best wishes for your future endeavours.  
St Brigid’s School is celebrating its centenary this year and a special 
School Mass will be held in the Mercy Centre (school hall) on Friday 14th 
October. Everyone is welcome.  
On Sunday 16th October, a Parish Mass will be held at 8am followed by 
morning tea and the cutting of the Centenary Cake. Parishioners are then 
invited to adjourn to the Royal George Hotel at 11.30am for lunch.  

 St Brigid’s Update 
 Carmel Luetchford 

Frank Poppi sharing his Baptism Day with 
his parents, godparents and Fr Joe   

Will Lenihan with Bishop Ken at 
his confirmation  

There are plans in hand to have another public rosary on 
Saturday 15th October at St Mary’s Church. Everyone is 
invited to join us in this shared prayer experience.   
There will be plenty of free rosaries to distribute because 
earlier this year; Mary and Margaret Elmore found a box full of plastic beads and 
crucifixes when cleaning the sacristy. The rosary making instructions and tools had 
been left behind some years ago by Mary Buller (may she rest in peace). Mary 
Elmore kindly offered the box to me, so my friend Antoinette Mokdessi and I have 
been busily using the supplies. Children in the first Eucharist and Confirmation 
programs were given some of these rosary beads.  
Please come, pray and perhaps take a set of rosary beads to give to your family/friends. 
On Prayer 
As a septuagenarian who has buried two sons and a husband, I have again become “acquainted” with my 
guardian angel. Growing up my favourite prayer was: 
Angel of God, my guardian dear, 
to whom God’s love commits me here, 
ever this day be at my side 
to light, to guard, to rule and guide. Amen 
Now every night, I again recite those familiar words as my final prayer. And every morning I thank my 
guardian angel that I have awakened to greet another day. I have this inexplicable expectation that my 
guardian angel will accompany and deliver me to heaven once my breathing ceases. 
I’m not sure why that was my favourite prayer growing up. Perhaps it was the concept of not being alone 
and/or the sense of having an invisible protector/guide that appealed to my younger self. Does anyone 
know why they have a favourite prayer? Do we try to make our entire day a continuous prayer?  

Public Rosary 
Moira Crowson 
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Clare Gabrielle Conway passed away 
peacefully on Thursday 1 September 2022 
surrounded by family, Mum was 89.  
Everyone knows their mum was the best, but 
our mother was something special. Mum 
devoted her life to her family, her Catholic 

faith, especially to the St Mary's parish and offered to help 
anyone who needed a hand. Another big part of her life was 
being involved with the Catholic Women’s League, just like her 
mother and her sisters, and to the special group of ladies who 
came together there. Mum also cherished her Thursday ladies 
lunch group with her dear friends. 
Mum has now joined Mick in heaven, almost 23 years after his passing (19 Sept).  I’m sure he was 
impatient for her to join him, but we did need her for a bit longer.  The old family crew is nearly all together 
again. Mick & Clare, our aunts and uncles Rita & Laurie, Maureen & Ron, Ali & Maurice, Bernice & Trevor, 
Pat & Aunty Mary’s husband George in the USA. Aunty Mary is now the last of that generation left for us to 
cherish and we send her all our love today.  
With their passing, Mum became the quasi-Matriarch for all the extended families as well. Always available 
to have visits or attend their parties.  
Mum was a doer. If something needed to be done or someone asked for help, Mum would say yes and 
then try to figure out how to do it. This did, at times, cause Dad great frustration. But also, for us kids, when 
we would get a call from Mum to say, “I need this done” and it was always done without question, including 
setting up CWL functions.  
Mum was also extremely strong willed and never had time to be unwell, she was too busy to be sick.  
I could go on for hours about how wonderful Mum was. But everyone here already knows what Mum was 
like. So, I’ll digress to other areas slightly.    
Mum was a magnet to all her grandchildren, especially the girls. It was always interesting watching them 
vying for attention, talking to her & making her smile. All trying to be the favourite, however, there was only 
one favourite and that’s Katrina.  Mind you she would sit beside Mum asking her who her favourite was 
over & over until Mum said, “you are Katrina”. This would be recorded and posted on social media, so all 
the other girls knew.  
We always remember attending masses at Mater Dei at Sadliers Crossing or here at St Mary’s bringing our 
young children and Mum with a handbag full of biscuits to keep them entertained. Angela always said the 
biscuit idea started with me; however, I can’t believe that would have been true. It was suggested to 
provide biscuits today, however I don’t think we could provide enough.  
Mum grew up in Ipswich and Ipswich was her life. Apart from a small time spent in Townsville when Dad 
transferred up there with the railway (before I was born). Mum lived in Thomas Street where she and Dad 
built in 1968 and made our family home. It became a meeting point for all our family’s and many friends. 
Apart from an infamous 18th birthday party in the late 80’s (for more information please ask Donna) Mum 
enjoyed the many people who frequently visited. We think everyone in Ipswich knew where the spare key 
was hidden under the house in case, we ever needed it.  
After Dad passed away, every Christmas we would sit around and take votes on who would talk to Mum 
about selling Thomas Street and move into somewhere smaller. Leo, Greg, Peter and I’s constant votes for 
Angela and John fell on deaf ears, as not even they were brave enough to face the wrath of Mum.   
Unfortunately, Mum was unable to live out her life at her home, though we did help her return there after 
her first broken hip 4 years ago. After several more falls it became necessary for Mum to move into Villa 
Maria Nursing home at Eastern Heights. This was not something Mum graciously accepted but in time 
understood it was the best place for her. Although Mum yearned for her own home, she did settle in. I 
would like to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to Villa for the extraordinary level of care & love she 
received there. As a family we couldn’t have asked for better. So, to the nurses, staff and Michelle, the 
Chaplin, a very big thank you. Finally, mums passing has left a very big hole in our family. She was greatly 
loved & admired. So now rest in peace Mum. You deserve it. And please look after Dad & all the rellies up 
there. Don’t let them drink too much. 

Goodbye. We will all miss you. 

  Clare Conway  
Andrew & Leo Conway. 
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What a lovely time we have had this year with our younger children (babies 
and toddlers) who have come along to the Infant/Toddler Atrium. 
The venue at Mater Dei (Saddliers Crossing) has provided the perfect 
environment to welcome the children.   
You may remember that the Parish received a grant of $15,000 from the 
Archdiocese late last year to assist with the establishment of this ministry for 
young families.  We purchased a vast range of materials and equipment from 
A to Z Montessori company and the children have enjoyed interacting with the 
resources. 
If you would like know more about this ministry contact Bernadette McAndrew 
(0417797302) or Karen Brennan (0412891451) 
Here is a little photo overview of the year so far. 

 

Atrium News 
Bernadette McAndrew 

 On 29th June, we spent some time with a roofing 
contractor inspecting the two St. Mary’s Church spires 
following the water damage (and subsequent small 
electrical fires) from the February flood and the more 

recent rain. We have a number of small trees that have been growing about 40m above the ground….and 
their roots have destroyed the external floor that surrounds the parapet on the school side spire and that 
makes it water tight. 
The floor will need to be replaced to prevent further water penetration. We have temporarily fixed the 
internal roof under the parapet, however in addition to the main church roof that needs replacing, both 
towers need work too. Our repair bill continues to grow! 

Trees and Towers 
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The last 3 months has been a very busy time for the Parish, with a lot of projects on the 
go, it is important we use all our communication tools to share what we can with 
parishioners. Therefore, to help keep communication open, during June I added a section 
to the weekly newsletter called SITREP. 

What is a SITREP? 

The Situation Report (SITREP) is a form of status reporting that provides the Parish Finance Council, and 
parishioners a quick understanding of the current situation in a particular area, project or church. It provides 
a clear, concise regular update, in our case. Often projects or work take a number of weeks (sometimes 
months) to complete so there isn’t always a change week to week, however it is important to keep 
everyone in the loop. I include a more detailed summary below. 

ST. BRIGID’S PRECINCT  

The development application for the 
move of the church has been 
finalized and is ready to be submitted 
to the Ipswich Council. Currently it is 
being reviewed by the experts 
(architects, engineers, heritage 
consultants), and will be close to 
submission by the time this is printed. 
Our hope is that the old presbytery be 
removed altogether, so the church 
can slide sideways toward Matthew 
Street, on new footings. The Council have approx. 30 days to respond in writing, and the response may 
include a decision, or a request for further information (more likely as this is the 
most common response for any development application) as we negotiate our 
heritage overlays, federal and state government requirements, and the Council’s 
character listing policies. More to come, but rest assured we have made a lot of 
progress with the development application, which often can take longer than the 
remedying of a building. Contrary to some of our perceptions, we are on track. 

The Parish Hall continues as our church, until St. Brigid’s Church is restored. 
We recently upgraded all the lighting to LED, which has reduced our electrical 
consumption, and we have removed the damaged lighting which comes with the 
aged of the building. The sound system has also been uplifted in some areas 
with the replacing of older technical components. 

The swale drain continues to be monitored, and we anticipate we will resolve 
this issue more permanently, when we commence work on the church. This in 
turn will keep costs down to a minimum. 

ST. JOSEPH’S PRECINCT  

If you have not driven past the church for some time, take a drive. 
The old presbytery is now gone. The presbytery was on the market 
for around 4 years with a house removalist and has now been sold 
and relocated in 3 pieces to Tent Hill (Gatton area). A family in the 
area is renovating and building a family home from the old 
presbytery. The site where the building was, is being cleaned this 
spring. There are no current plans for that area. Nic (principal) and 
I are working together to ensure we maintain appropriate safety 
and communication. 

Parish Operations – September 2022 Update 
 Benjamin Leschke, Operations Manager 
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The church roof: the front section near the Blessed 
Sacrament area, and the side section above the priest’s 
sacristy, has been replaced. Water had penetrated the 
church quite a bit in recent years, and this (hopefully) has 
now been resolved. We are waiting on a little rain to 
ensure the roof is watertight. We will then arrange for the 
internal ceilings to be repaired. 

We recently also replaced the amplifier and priests’ 
microphone and are currently reviewing the speakers and 
ambo microphone to see what is needed to fix some of the crackling we are still experiencing. 

IMMACULATE HEART PRECINCT  

In the last 3 months the amplifier, priest’s microphone, 
choir microphones and ambo microphone have been 
replaced. This has been long overdue and now we 
have better sound in the church. The gardens at the 
front of the church have been cleaned, and we are 
looking at relocating the school fence to make it easier 
to access the sacristy. The fence is currently a 
hindrance, as the school needs to lock the large gate 
to ensure their students cannot wander off site. More 
to come, but this will be not looked at until next year. 

MIRACULOUS MEDAL PRECINCT  

We have recently upgraded the microphone system in the church, and repairs 
some of the old floor tiles. Due to the age of the flooring, this has been a 
challenge, however we have been able to fix the floor outside the old 
confessional. New exterior LED lights have replaced the older and damaged 
halogen globes. We also recently did a driveway patch following the rain 
earlier in the year. 

ST. MARY’S PRECINCT  

Our gardens have had a face lift, this was achieved with the help of some 
discretionary council funds we won, following a grant application to the Ipswich 
Council. We are continuing work on the gardens in the coming months; 
particularly the front beds (closest to the footpath) as the roots from the existing 
‘sheenas gold’ are damaging the block work. Dan & Sarah (our maintenance 
team) have done a fantastic job uplifting the green space in the precinct. In 
early spring the grass areas (in front of the church, parish office, and 
presbytery) are being scarified and fertilized to give them some much needed 
TLC. With little school shoes and big school boots, making use of the grassed 
area waiting for parents and buses, the ground is quite hard, so we will take 
advantage of the school holidays to help the grass out. 

The clerestory window project has been finalized, and we now have a 2-year 
maintenance plan for the stain glass windows. This involves an inspection 
every 2 years to identify issues if and when they emerge. 

The lighting and electrical project is well underway. Jenni Gillard Lighting was selected by the Parish 
Finance Council and will be responsible for upgrading our lighting and electrical systems in the church. St. 
Mary’s (due to age) has a lot of electrical issues, and most of the lights are failing. You only need look up to 
see this! This project has received funding support from the Queensland Government’s Community 
Sustainability Action grant program; $50,000 in total. To navigate risk, we have decided to fully design the 
new lighting and have the parts all onsite before we commence work, that way we are not impacted by 
stock shortages. It is likely much of this work will take place after Christmas and before the school year 
commences, however we have no set date at this stage. 
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WHAT IS THIS? WHERE IS THIS? 
1 2 

3 
4 

The Parish Shed & Toilets – We have been clearing the shed of quite a bit 
of junk; some of which has been around for at least 20 years. Any items able 
to be used are being, used. This building will give us some much-needed 
onsite storage and be much 
cleaner and safer! 

The Presbytery – We have 
been working to possum 
proof the presbytery and 
underneath the Parish Office. 
Due to the age of the 
buildings and the add-ons 
over the years, there are lots 
of holes our furry friends can 
enter. Unfortunately, they 
leave a big mess behind, and 
the smell is quite unbearable; it is quite sickly. We have also had the situation looked at from a health 
perspective and it is unreasonable to just leave the way it is. We are looking at screening these sections 
off to keep the possums out completely and ideally, they will find a new home! Our priests (and 
seminarian) may also finally be able to get a good night’s sleep and open their windows! 

SUMMARY  

We have several parishioners who are placing envelopes on the collection plate with the word ‘repairs’, 
and I wanted to thank those who have been helping out in any financial way. Many of our buildings are old 
and tired and much of our repair work has more to do with age than anything else. It is also a challenge at 
times to manage the volume of repairs required with the budget available, so every dollar counts. SO, 
THANK YOU! If anyone else would like to assist with some of our repairs, please place an envelope on 
the collection plate marked ‘Repairs’ or reach out to me at the Parish Office. 

Benjamin was once more reporting on St Mary’s Church developing worrying 
problems in May: 

Inside the spire section of one of the steeples in St. Mary's. We are aware of this 
leak already. Fortunately the design (tin roof inside) is 95% working! It is not 
uncommon for water to enter the vents on the side of the steeple. We will need to 
get the debris removed to ensure the pooling of water runs away. Another 
maintenance task to add to the list! 

Take a look at the inside of the steeple, with this situation: https://
www.facebook.com/ipswichcatholic/videos/990712205141751/ 

Further Tower /Spire Tribulations 

MEANWHILE AT MARBURG 

Solution: See 25 

https://
http://www.facebook.com/ipswichcatholic/videos/990712205141751/
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Gloria Therese was born in Ipswich on 9th March 1930, to parents Gerry and 
Molly Nolan and was the youngest of 3 children. She was baptised and confirmed 
at St Marys Church and attended school at St Marys before going to university to 
study physiotherapy. Her father owned the pharmacy and building known as 
Nolan’s Corner in Ipswich.  

She married Dr Mervyn Fish in 1953, at St Marys and together raised four 
children Margaret, Mary, John, and Michael. 

Her family and faith were important in her life and together with sport, her 
garden and friends she led a very blessed and happy life. Gloria was a foundation 
member of The Ipswich Club, supporter of and player at the Ipswich Golf Club and 
helped at Meal on Wheels. 

Her legacy is left to her four children and 14 grand-children. Her family feel truly 
blessed to have a Mum and Grandmother such as Gloria. She was their rock and 
role model of faith and true community spirit. Her circle of friends was immense, and she was a happy 
person. She lived the last years of her life at St Mary’s Hostel, dying on 20th June 2022. 

Her celebration of life was held at St Mary’s Church on 1 July, with Fr Stephen Bliss as celebrant. She 
was 92.  

Gloria Fish 

Our Parish Sacramental Program is a 3-year program, each year children 
undertaking preparation sessions for each sacrament; Confirmation (Grade 3 +), 
Eucharist (Grade 4+, and Reconciliation (Grade 5+). We have further details on our 
parish website – www.ipswichcatholic.com/children  

 Over the past 8 months, the young children of the Ipswich Catholic Community have been preparing for 
their sacraments: 

 In April, 65 children had 4 formation sessions to learn and grow their faith and knowledge about the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. This sacrament is a sacrament of forgiveness and celebrates God’s love 
and mercy towards us. It is about acknowledging and naming those times when we know we have 
done wrong, and then making peace and restoring the relationships with those who have been affected 
by our poor choices, and our relationship with God. 

 \In June, 90 children had 4 formation sessions to learn and grow their faith as they journeyed toward 
the Sacrament of Eucharist. Holy Eucharist (Holy Communion) is “the source and summit of the 
Christian life.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1324). During the Mass, we gather around the Lord’s 
table and remember Christ’s Passion, sacrifice on the cross, His Resurrection, and His Ascension as 
Jesus instructed us during the Last Supper.  

 In August 67 children had 4 formation sessions to learn about the Sacrament of Confirmation and 
shared in the knowledge that the Holy Spirit has been gifted to them. The children renewed their 
Baptismal promises and received the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which strengthened the candidates for 
Confirmation to be a powerful witness to God’s love. 
Confirmation is given only once, it too imprints on the soul 
an indelible spiritual mark, the ‘character,’ which is the sign 
that Jesus Christ has marked a Christian with the seal of 
His Spirit by clothing him with the power from on high so 
that the person may be His witness.” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 1304). 

 It has been exciting to be part of this journey with so many 
families and I look forward to growing in my own journey 
around our sacraments! 

Sacramental Program Update  
 Rachel England 

http://www.ipswichcatholic.com/children
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Mystery Pictures Identified 
1. Glass window diamond 
2. Cushion presiding priest’s 

chair 
3. Folded piano lid 
4. Tin roof, St Mary’s Church 

A father and his son take a journey to find the 
boy’s mother lost in the fairyland of fashion; a 
dwarf gives the boy a magnifying glass;  a baker 

gives the boy a miniature book that tells the story of a sailor shipwrecked on a magic 
island; a pack of cards develop a life of its own and a joker looks too deeply and too 
much. 
These are the ingredients telling a story within a story, where reality and fantasy, the 
past and present are cleverly mixed. In 52 chapters much like a pack of cards which 
when mixed and laid out, tell a fascinating story; then at the end throw up endless 

questions as to how the world works, why we are here - plus where we came from. 
A companion book to 'Sophie’s World' a global best seller by the same author. 

            Alex Masszauer     
 

Trent Dalton was gifted an Olivetti Studio 44 
typewriter by the mother of his mate. She had left it to 
Dalton when she died Christmas Day 2020.  

In 2021, Dalton, a journalist and story teller, spent 
six weeks approaching a variety of people with a question, ‘Can you please tell me a 
love story?’ Then Dalton sat on the corner of Adelaide and Albert Streets in Meanjin/
Brisbane for two weeks, with a sign against the makeshift table he was sitting at with 
the typewriter: ‘Sentimental writer collecting love stories. Do you have one to share?’  

This book is the result – a collection of love stories from people who told him their 
love stories while he listened. Heart-warming. Heart breaking. Raw. Honest. Thought 
provoking. A book to sit and sink into. To put down and pick up. To laugh and weep 
and rage and smile tenderly with. A book filled with stories that stay with you for their joy and hope in this 
‘tribute to the wonder of love.’  
(Note: contains occasional strong language, brief references to homophobia, institutional abuse, racism & suicide). 

            Sue Thomas 
 
I found this delightful book contained a bit of 
everything … mystery, romance, fascinating 
characters and murder suspense. The story 
involves the Marsh Girl, Kya, who lives at 

Barkely Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. Abandoned as a child, Kya is 
sensitive and intelligent and has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls 
home. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya 
opens herself to a new life and then the unthinkable happens. Then there is a 
surprising twist right at the end! 
 

Three of us went to see the movie, and two who had read the book previously, found it true to the 
narrative. However, the movie lost authenticity in parts, with costuming and by making the heroine too 
pristine for a marsh girl who had been abandoned as a child. Two of us enjoyed the movie in spite of this 
but one was totally disappointed, feeling that the essence of Delia Owen’s beautiful literary work was not 
portrayed in the film. 

Sharon Olsen 
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The Solitaire Mystery 
Jostein Gaarder 

Love Stories 
Trent Dalton 

Where The Crawdads Sing 
Delia Owens 
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 ABRAHAM AHIMELECH AMOS ARIOCH ASA  AZARIAH 

AHAB AKAN  ANDREW  ARPHAXAD ASAIAH AZAZIAH 

AHAZIAH AMNON APOLLOS ARTEMAS ASHVATH   
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 Solution: See 25  
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AND DON'T FORGET OUR 
NEXT ACTION PACKED 
EDITION, FEATURING   

 ALL OF THE EXCITING 
LIFE OF OUR PARISH ... 

On a warm sunny summer 
day a dried herring was 

taking a stroll. What a beautiful day. Blue sky, 
birds tootling, flowers blooming. He swung his 
cane and was inclined to saunter with a jaunty 
air. It was the best of all possible worlds. 
Then, walking past a pub, he realised he was a 
very dry herring and rather fancied a quick one, 
or even two. Yes, he was indeed feeling quite thirsty, the epitome of very dried 
herringness. 
He walked up to the bar and asked for, 'a long cool ginger beer shandy and keep 
'em coming!' 
Except this didn’t go down well with the barman. He put down the glass he had 
been polishing, set his towel on the bar and folded his arms. Indeed he went so far 
as to say, "I ain't servin' you mate!" 

The dried herring was not impressed, waxing indignant, 'What do mean? Ain't servin' me? My money's as 
good an anyone else's! Think I'm fishy or something? I'm a dried herring, not a pickled herring!' 
The barman shook his head and leaned forward across the bar, "No, not that. It's your brother. He was 
here last night. Had three whiskies, a couple of brandies and then walked out without paying.' 
'So?' The dried herring queried, eyebrows raised. 'Am I my brother's kipper?' 

One  final word …  

The Talkabout Team is grateful for the continued support of local firms and organizations who advertise in 
our magazine. Their donations help us to meet the expenses of photocopying, layout and printing. We 
urge our readers and parishioners to support these advertisers as your need arises. Our advertisers are  
~ Blackall Street Butchers  ~ Brothers Leagues Club ~ First Forest Funerals ~ Greg Rowe Optometrist ~ 
Peter McMahon’s Swim Factory ~ Red Diamond Financial Group ~ Simplicity Funerals ~  

This is a very busy parish, with many events involving people and groups. 
We want to report all the full life of the Ipswich Catholic Community. 
However, we don’t always know about these events. We need you to tell us 
what’s happening. Please do. Think about writing an article. Or, if you don’t 
feel comfortable writing, give us a call through the Parish Office (3281 2133) 
talk to us and we’ll write the article with you.       Team Talk About 

Photo posted on Lost 
Ipswich, by Laurelle 
Thompson. Mgr James 
Byrne, when leaving for 
Toowoomba, having been 
made Bishop. The QT 
reported his send off, 
being presented with a 
Studebaker and handed 
the keys by 
Fr McMonagle. Photo 
shows Mgr Byrne with 
Laurelle’s Great Uncle, 
Dave Martin, then a QN 
Bank (pre NAB) manager 
and Fr McMonagle. 
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In 1929 ... 


