
   

 

Christmas 2021 News from across our parish 

Life has been busy since the last edition and once 
again we farewell staff: Fr Thomas will depart early 
in the New Year. We wish him every blessing and 
much happiness in his exciting new appointment. 
He will be replaced by Fr Johny Edapulavan 
(Fr Johny), who will come to us in the middle of 
January, then we will welcome Michael a seminarian 
on ‘pastoral placement’ for the year.  We are truly 
blessed with the diversity we have in our priests!    
I thought I would share a few thoughts as we 
approach Christmas. Our nation, our Church, our 
Parish come this Christmas with a weariness from 
the pandemic. ‘Will we’ or ‘won’t we’ go into 
lockdown? Are we ready to revert to live-stream 
Masses? ‘What are the numbers today’? People are 
genuinely fatigued! The recent rain has been 
welcome, although many in our area have been 
affected by flood waters. This Christmas we think 
especially of those  deeply affected by 
unemployment, uncertainty in their family life, 
burdened with mental challenges … For many, 
Christmas brings little cheer. Even if we have not 
been directly involved, all of us, perhaps, come to 
Christmas this year with a certain anxiety about our 
changing world and its implications for us. 
At first, we might be tempted to think of such 
concerns as distractions from Christmas. They 
seem to intrude on the spirit of the festival and 
dampen its joy and 
sense of 
celebration. 
However, they 
might also help us 
recognize 
something 
important about 
the great story we 
recount over these 
weeks. All who 
approach the 
manger where the 
Christ Child lies 
are occupied with 
their own deep concerns. The young couple, Mary 
and Joseph, have turned up to Bethlehem for a 
politically motivated census, discovering there is 
nowhere for them to stay. They are abandoned, on 
their own, away from any support of family or 
friends. Can we imagine their terror as their first 
child is delivered without any assistance at all? The 
shepherds, too, approach the scene with all 
the difficulties of their own livelihood, precarious and 
marginal as it is. The entire scene is one charged 

From the Desk of  
Fr Stephen Bliss ofm 

with a certain anxiety. We, too, like the characters in 
the story, come to the manger with our own 
questions and uncertainties. We gather together in 
the stable with them, all too well aware of our 
struggles and difficulties. 
Yet, in the stillness of the scene, confusion and 
uncertainty give way to something. A baby 
smiles.  And the smile makes all the difference to 
our troubled hearts. As Pope Francis recently 
preached, “When we look at a newborn baby, we 
are led to smile at it, and if a smile blossoms on its 
small face, then we feel a simple, naive emotion. 
The child responds to our gaze, but their smile is 
much more “powerful,” because it is new, pure, like 
spring water, and in us adults it awakens an intimate 
nostalgia for childhood.” Our interaction with a 
smiling baby restores us to the truth of ourselves, to 
our own lovableness and the lovableness of life 
itself. The smile of a baby towards us is a profound 
assurance of the goodness of life, of our own 
goodness. But in the baby of the Nativity, it is God 
who smiles at us. As Pope Francis puts it so simply 
yet so eloquently, “Jesus is the smile of God.” 
This divine smile influences our whole perspective 
on life and ourselves. It frees us; dispels our self-
doubt; opens our entire countenance, our whole 
being. In that brief moment we see ourselves loved 
and unconditionally valued. As Pope Francis says, 
to come to the manger is “to look at the Child Jesus 
and feel that God is smiling at us there, smiling at all 
the poor of the earth, at all those who await 
salvation, who hope for a more fraternal world, 
where there is no more war and violence, where 
every man and woman can live in his or her dignity 
as son and daughter of God.”  
This is the joy of Christmas. A joy that lives 
underneath whatever we may feel in the face of our 
ever-changing circumstances. This newborn baby's 
smile not only brings a 
smile to us. It enables 
us to smile to others, 
to bring that smile to 
those who, as Pope 
Francis remarks, “may 
find it difficult to smile, 
for many reasons.” 
God’s smile is 
infectious. We see it 
reflected in the nurses 
and doctors who in the 
midst of their 
exhaustion can still 
smile; we see it in the 
smiles of countless 
volunteers who are 
supporting those 
communities 
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devastated by the destruction of the elements. It is the 
smile that assures us of what is most important and 
restores hope, and therefore gives a future.  
Let us gaze upon the child given to us at Christmas; let 
us receive his smile, the smile of God. Let us allow 
ourselves to smile back, let us know that life is good, that 
we are good. Let us bring the hope born of such a smile, 
to the world around us this Christmas. Let’s fill our 
Churches with lots of smiles over the Christmas days! 
Thanks to those of you who bring me joy!  Happy and 
Holy Christmas to you and all those you love… 

At the beginning of 2021, the Parish applied for a Heritage 
Grant to start restoring St. Mary’s Church. With a long list of 
much needed repairs, the application outlined the urgently 
required restoration of the clerestory windows. In recent 
years, the windows have buckled, causing damage to some 
of the glass and allowing water to penetrate into the frames, 
resulting in oxidisation and surface rust. The Parish was 
successful in obtaining a grant for $40,000 which has gone 
toward this work. To ensure the windows are removed safely, 
restored off-site, and replaced safely, the project is being 
managed by the Archdiocese of Brisbane. With Parish 
endorsement, Gilbert Roux of Brisbane Leadlight Services 
was commissioned to undertake this work, which will take 
approximately 6 months to complete (weather permitting). 
Founded in 1951, the firm has been involved in providing 
experienced craftsmen who understand stained glass restoration & repairs to churches, schools & 
heritage buildings, as well as commissioned works to homes and commercial businesses. 

Due to the weather issues of the past months, Gilbert decided that to save costs, only 6 of the 8 
windows should be initially removed from the school side of the church. The equipment needed to carry 
out this work would be an ongoing rental cost if it remained onsite with the bad weather preventing the 
removal work continuing.  

The glass itself has not been damaged, rather the window damage involves the diamond shaped lead 
frames, which are buckling and bending. Indeed, some of the windows were close to having the glass fall 
out of the frames. They have become buckled and distorted. Adding to the problem were the protectors, 
which had been added outside the windows during the 1960's and are normal straight glass without any 
added qualities. They did not allow ventilation between the two surfaces, creating a hot box when sealed 
up. So the old. protectors will not be put back. Although, at the moment, the protectors are there until the 
windows are re-installed. 

The glass in the windows is not all authentic. The work done at various times over the years, involved 
replacement glass and is called cathedral glass. The original glass is called double rolled glass and is 
quite valuable, not intrinsically, but rather due to it being now quite rare. 

Gilbert and fellow craftsman, Paul Grossett, have been involved with 
stained glass for over 40 years and he has worked on St John's Anglican 

CLERESTORY WINDOWS 
Michelle Wood & Benjamin Leschke 
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 Cathedral, Brisbane, as well as St Joseph's 
Cathedral, Rockhampton. 

The windows have to be pulled apart and 
every piece of glass cleaned. The glass needs 
to be releaded. They take a rubbing first, so as 
to have a reference. It is then all put back 
together and glazed into the frames. The centre 
window will have to be glazed into the 
stonework, being glazed with mortar. The two 
flanking windows will be glazed to the 
aluminium frames. This is painstaking, time 
consuming work. Hardly surprising that it will 
take at least 6 months to complete this 
undertaking. 

St Mary's Church is a wonderful, beautiful 
building, the work of many hands over many 
years and it is never finished. It requires constant care and attention. Beginning with Fr Horan, the builder 
Patrick Nugent, the stonemasons and other craftsmen who laboured over the four years to construct it. 
Since then, it has been carried on by the parishioners and clergy. Now, it is in our care and it then will be 
those who will carry on caring and loving this beautiful joy, standing testament. 'A thing of beauty is a joy 
forever'. 

If you would like to make a financial contribution to help with the restoration of St. Mary’s or any other of 
our properties please contact the Parish Office and speak with Benjamin Leschke. 
ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au or 3281 2133. 

The clerestory windows have been an ongoing issue. 
James Duhig, in the booklet printed for the opening of St Mary's in 
1904, wrote: 'the windows of the clerestory are opened 
simultaneously by a lever worked from the ground. The tower 
windows are each opened by a screw and a lever on much the same 

principle.' 
In 1960, the QT of the 6th October, reported, "Steel scaffolding has been erected in 
front of St Mary's Catholic Church so that repairs may can be carried out to the 
clerestory windows. The steel frames of the windows, put in nearly 60 years ago, have 
rusted badly and are being replaced by aluminium frames. At the same time the 
windows are being re-leaded." 
Merv Smolenski wrote a report on the mechanisms, and drew up a plan, which 

illustrated the evidence of the 
horizontal bar and wheel used to 
open the windows, which he had 
observed on the outside of the 
church. It was clear that Duhig's 
vertical bar system had not worked 
and was replaced by the horizontal bar, but it in turn 
was scrapped and the windows finally sealed. 

Wheel that operated 
mechanism, on wall 
outside Bell Tower door, 
hidden by organ 

The Opening Mechanisms 
John Kane 

Opening screw 
mechanism in South 
Tower, for just one 
window, probably 
from 1904. May 
indicate how original 
clerestory system was 
operated 

mailto:ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au
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The third window from the front left hand side of St Mary’s is 
the closest we have to a pure Christmas window. St Mary’s 
opened with only one complete stained glass window 
(ignoring the patterned window above the front door and the 
windows far above the altar). Like all the windows at that 
time, it was created by Martin Moroney with money donated 
in memory of the Broe family. It was erected at about the first 
anniversary of the opening of St Mary’s. The AGE of 
November 5th,1905 simply says that it was put in place 
“recently”. 

Who exactly was this Martin Moroney?       

Martin Moroney was born in New Zealand in 1872.       

The Moroney family migrated  to Melbourne in the 1880s, 
and Martin received his artistic education there. Martin and 
several of his family studied the art of staining china, and 
perhaps just in passing, windows. 

Martin came to Brisbane soon after his graduation, round 
about the time that the building of St Mary’s was about to 
begin; about 1898 when he was in his mid 20s. He must 
have been making a living by teaching china painting, 
enough anyhow  to get married. So he returned to 
Melbourne to marry Rosalie Ansaldo, on 16th April 1902 at 
St Mary’s Church, St Kilda.  Martin was then 30 years old. 
The couple was soon back in Brisbane, where Martin set up 
his workshop between the cathedrals and the Brisbane 
River. According to his newspaper ads, Martin was 
specialising in, and teaching painting of china pottery. 

Martin 
must have 
impressed 
Fr Horan or 
the chosen 
builders, 
for him to 
be given 
almost at 
once the 
job of 
providing 
the first windows in the new St Mary’s. So, providing 
windows for St Mary’s, Ipswich must have been more or 

The Christmas Window in St Mary's 
by John Kane 
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less Martin’s first major paid job. Besides the windows above the 
high altar, and above the main door, the only large window 
created for the opening of St Mary’s was the one in the bell tower 
just inside the front door. 

Windows were slowly added until a full hundred years later, for 
the centenary celebrations, Cummins and Stehn made the two 
historical windows (4 scenes) to memorialize historical aspects of 
our parish: Mercy nuns, Josephite nuns, Christian Brothers and 
Fr Horan. 

After completing  the 1905 window, Moroney’s newspaper ads 
added stained glass windows to the subjects that he was willing 

to teach. 

A few years later, Moroney was asked to provide stained glass window for 
buildings in Stanthorpe. There, his second son died at the age of 5.It seems too 
that Martin began to show signs of poisoning from the chemicals he used during 
the staining of his glass 
materials. 
He died in 
Brisbane on 
23 May 1925 
aged 45, a 
month after 
his son and 
twenty years 
after he 
finished his 
stint with St 
Mary’s. His 
brother 
came to 
Brisbane 
and kept his 
firm going 
until Martin’s 
eldest son 
reached 17 

and took over 
the firm! There is a window in 
Stanthorpe church erected by this 
family firm in memory of the boy who 
died there. 

Our Christmas window is very 
conservative in style, as expected. 
There is just one Moroney characteristic 
that stands out. While most of the faces 
in the window are standard and well executed, Mary’s face 
reflects an idiosyncrasy that is found also in his window 
erected in the bell tower, which is 
seen not only in the bell tower 
but also in some others of his 
windows.   

The window is a wonderful 
reminder to us about what 
actually happened at the first 
Christmas. The ordinary people 
spent time in silent wonderment 
at the unbelievable happening.   

St Francis Xavier, Goodna 

Assumption window, St Mary’s 
Bell Tower 

St John’s Anglican 
Church, Kangaroo 

Point 
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We nervously awaited Saturday 
9th October 2021 - to see if there 
was going to be a lockdown.  Luckily 
there wasn't and the 40th reunion of 
St Mary's and St Edmund's went 
ahead. 

We were expecting 61 and over 
70 actually attended the night held 
at Brother's Leagues Club.  People 
brought along memorabilia (I even 
fit into the St Mary's blue school 
sports uniform!) and there were lots 
of hugs and reminiscing. 

Both colleges loaned the event 
flags and even a mannequin 
dressed in the current Eddie's 

uniform.  

There was an In 
Memoriam tribute where 
we remembered 10 of 
our former classmates.  
There was a PowerPoint 
running through the 
evening and many 
people had photos taken 
next to their younger 
selves. 
Once the dancing 
started, it went on non-
stop until the event 

ended and they had to 'throw' us 
out at 12am. 
So much great feedback, that 
people want to keep in touch 
more often. We have agreed 
that there will be another big 
reunion for the 45th anniversary; 
but throughout the year, we will 
have smaller get togethers - 
whoever can turn up, turns up. 

40 Year Reunion - Helen Moorhouse 
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Grade 1 at  St Mary’s Infant School in 
1971 was special in a very unusual 
way. We had five sets of twins in that 
year.  
Mark and Veronica Dampier 
Katrina and Madonna Olsen 
Helen and Peter Moorhouse 
Paul and Michael Denman 
Joanne and Robert Lewis 
It was very exciting, especially when 
the QT came to the school, took 
photos; doing articles both that year 
and the next. 

Five Sets of Twins 
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As you look around at mass on any day amongst the people you see will 
probably be people who volunteer with Rosies in Ipswich. They are part 
of a team that goes out four times a week to reach out to the homeless, 
disadvantaged and socially isolated. Each volunteer is asked to come out 
at least once in each 4-week period. Heading out in the distinctive white 
van with the red rose they go to Queens Park or the carpark of St Pauls 
Anglican church. 
As they arrive there will be around 30 to 40 people waiting for them. They 
are a mix of people who are homeless, people who are at risk of 
homelessness, and people who simply would like someone to talk to. 
Patrons are greeted with a welcoming smile, and, if they are a regular, 
called by name. For someone who perhaps has no-one else to talk to, or 
who might be suffering from low self-esteem, that smile and welcome can 
make you feel like you matter, that you are important. 
After the initial surge of coffees is served and snacks provided, the 
volunteers get a chance to mix with the patrons, discussing how they are 
going, the results of the latest game of football or cricket, the weather, or the idiotic happenings in politics, 
just as you would with any friend. 
Each outreach has a sense of community. Regulars welcome each other, as groups form and break. 
Newcomers wander the edges chatting to volunteers, before sitting with the regulars. Groups such as 
Rotary, St Pauls Food Ministry, and Down to Earth (a group started by an ex-St Eddies boy) provide 
meals at many of the outreaches. There is nothing like sitting down and sharing a meal to make people 
feel ‘at home’. On Wednesdays Orange Sky bring their laundry and shower vans (magnificent set-ups), 
and groups providing housing and mental health support attend. 
For our patrons, being able to grab a meal and enjoy a social outing, without having to worry about the 
cost, is a huge benefit. 
During school terms students in Years 11 and 12 from the local high schools come out with us on 
outreach. We love to have them with us, as they assist with outreach but also because they are exposed 
to people in different circumstances and gather more knowledge about homelessness. The schools, 
including the primary schools, also provide other support by way of donations of goods used in 
outreaches. 
Behind the scenes, we get a lot of other support without which we couldn’t do what we do. The Knitting 
Group supply us with wonderful blankets and other items. A local bakery provides their end-or-day goods 
of pies, bread, and sweets. One lovely lady each week provides beautiful home-made fruit cakes, which 
the patrons love. There are a couple of groups that provide toiletry packs. 
We also get tremendous support from 
parishioners through the Christmas 
Giving Tree, and direct donations of 
money and goods throughout the year. 
So, it’s a combined effort between the 
volunteers who go out and the great 
number of people providing support, to 
enable them to go out that allows Rosies 
to welcome the stranger and provide help 
to those needing it, as the gospels tell us 
to. 
(If you think you might like to become a 
Rosies volunteer feel free to give Barry a 
call – 0419 668991 - and he will organise 
for you to come out to see what it’s like 
before you commit). 

   Faith in action 
 Barry Rienecker  
Ipswich Branch Co-ordinator - Rosies Friends on the Street 

Revd Stephen, St Pauls Food Ministry & 
Barry Rienecker at a Sunday outreach 

The St Eddie’s boys with some of their donations in the Rosies van 



 9 

 

My name is Jean, and I am a Syro-Malabar Catholic. I am a psychology student at the 
University of Queensland and have also been working at the Ipswich Catholic 
Community office since March as an admin assistant, supporting in administrative work, 
as well as assisting with other pastoral care duties. As a part of this, I was working along 
with Benjamin and Rachel (Sacramental Co-ordinator) in arranging the sessions for 

students undertaking the Sacramental Program and the Rite of Christian Initiation of Teenagers (RCIT).  
I am an active member of the parish, and a part of the Ave Maria Syro-Malabar Catholic Mission in 

Ipswich. We celebrate Mass at Immaculate Heart Church, Leichhardt every Sunday. I have been able to 
engage actively with parish activities through my involvement both in the Ipswich Catholic Community, as 
well as the Syro-Malabar community and have a good understanding of the liturgy and Church teachings. I 
also teach catechism in the Syro-Malabar community and I am involved in the music ministry.  

 I am a missionary working with Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries and am currently serving as the 
National Co-ordinator for their youth ministry in Australia. As a part of this role, I have been able to arrange 
and run many conferences and retreats for youth and children, on regional, national, and international 
levels, both online and in-person. So before you ask, yes 
I am quite busy!!! But I enjoy every second of it! 

After completing my high school education, I spent a 
year abroad engaged in missionary works; mainly in 
India and also in the UK. The Lord has also taken me on 
mission works around the UK, Ireland, Slovakia and 
many places around Australia and India. This allowed 
me to gain valuable experience in my ministry, as well as 
working with many kinds of people. These people include 
those who were aged, sick, disabled, the less fortunate, 
the poor and the needy and many more.  

In our Parish, so far, we’ve been able to conduct two 
youth events for both primary and high school students, 
both of which were great successes! With up to 60 
student youth coming along for the 
pizza and games night and around 
25 student youth at the movie night; 
the young and upcoming leaders of 
our community are finding a home 
as well as a safe and very 
enjoyable environment in the 
Church! 

With the support from our priests 
as well as the rest of the 
community, I can with much 
confidence say that the future of our 
parish community in Ipswich is in 
the very safe and capable hands of 
our youth!  

I look forward to meeting and 
engaging with everyone around our community, and 
I ask for all your prayers and support in this great 
and important mission!  

Youth Animator 
Jean Sajeeve 
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Our members have made every effort to continue the wonderful work of the 
Ipswich Branch of Catholic Women’s League, following in the footsteps of our 
founding members sixty-seven years ago. They had mountains to climb and 
succeeded. We have been faced with a different mountain called COVID-19. 
During 2020 and 2021 we have made every effort to maintain the upkeep of 
CWL House, as well as striving to support a number of very worthy causes. 
Thanks to the Ipswich Little Theatre Society, we started each year with a very 
successful Night at the Theatre, however due to the limits placed by lockdowns 
etc we were unable to follow our usual methods of fundraising. We were able 
to have limited Card Afternoons for our faithful Bridge players, however nothing 
else was able to be planned with any degree of certainty. Although our 
generous supporters helped, it was realised that big decisions must be made – 
however reluctantly. 
The last quarter of 2021 has been an emotional time, always aware of the 
legacy left by previous generations, we proceeded with a meeting of members 
in October to decide on a way forward. Our present situation was made clear to 
everyone and there were many suggestions put forward and discussed with 
many tears shed. A vote was taken and it resulted with only one dissent that 
our Branch should close – to take effect in 2022. 

There is a saying that  “all good things must come to an end” but this was one that no-one could have 
envisioned. It leaves us with sadness and an empty feeling that we were unable to carry on the legacy. 

Then there were the good-byes!  Our Bridge players came to a Christmas themed afternoon on 
17th November. Many have supported us for more years than we can remember and were very 
emotional, while at the same time thankful that it had been kept going in spite of lockdowns and 
interruptions. The gratitude expressed was quite 
moving. 

The revived CWL Christmas Lunch at CWL House 
on 2nd December was well attended by members, our 
Patroness Clare Conway, regular supporters and 
Father Thomas who conveyed Father Stephen’s 
apology and regret that commitments prevented him 
from being present. Great interest was shown in a 
display, including the Minutes of the very first (CDA) 
meeting in 1954, numerous albums of photos, and 
books detailing the history of Catholic Women’s 
League in Ipswich. After a hearty Lunch much 
reminiscing, more tears and good-byes, the kitchen 
was restored to order by willing volunteers and the 
doors locked – but the memories will live on. 

The future of CWL House at 
35 Waghorn Street, Ipswich will be 
decided in 2022. 

Meanwhile, our sincere thanks to 
the many people who have 
supported CWL over the years and 
we wish everyone a Happy, Holy 
Christmas and a Peaceful New 
Year. May you be truly blessed. 

   CWL NEWS  
Agnes Byrne 

Words from Cicero 
A room without books is 
like a body without a soul. 
 
Diseases of the soul are 
more dangerous and 
numerous than those of 
the body. 



 11 

 

The Ipswich Catholic 
Community held an Animal 
Blessing Ceremony at 
St Mary’s Church on the 
morning of 31st October 
2021. Approximately 40 
animals, mainly dogs and a 
bird, came along with their 
keepers to be blessed by 
Fr Stephen. Surprisingly, all 

the attendees were on their best behaviour - especially the animals. 
Fr Stephen explained why we bless animals. “When we bless 
something, we focus our attention on the perfection that God put into 
it when God created it. When we bless what is good in our lives, eg 
animals, we ask God to increase it, adding God’s grace to the grace 
that is already a part of it.” 

St Francis of Assisi loved creation in all its beauty and variety. 
Animals were important and he gave them lots of attention and love. 
He would often talk to them and bless them. Francis was happy to be a brother to the animals and 
member of the family of creatures. 

There are many blessing ceremonies held by church communities around the time of Francis' feast day 
(4 October) for people to attend with their animal friends. 
Francis composed a hymn of praise to God and creation. He was so inspired by 
all of nature, he embraced his animal nature as a gift from God. It is no wonder 
that animals saw in him a kindred spirit. He was a brother to the sun and moon 
and streams and lakes, the birds and animals and flowers. He didn’t see himself 
as an aloof master to dominate and exploit animals. He believed all were made 
by the holy Creator and deserve our highest respect. 
But do we really understand our relationship with the rest of creation, especially 
the animal kingdom? We have a lot to learn from the role model of St Francis. 
Fr Stephen visited all the animals, meeting them and their keepers and blessing 
them. This is the blessing he gave: 
“Oh God, the author and giver of every gift, animals also are a part of the way 
you provide help for our needs and labours, We pray through the intercession of 
St Francis of Assisi, that you will make available for our use the things we need to 
maintain a decent human life. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
Fr Stephen also included the story of ‘St Francis in San Francisco’ by Jack Wintz 
where a dog is the main character. Sunpatch and his friend Jonny meet 
St Francis and the dog senses that Francis is part of the animal kingdom like him. 

They get along right from the start. They have 
an adventure around this city that is named 
after the saint. The book celebrates all of 
creation’s diversity as part of the same family 
and shows how Francis approached creation 
with a deep sense of joy. It is a tribute to 
Franciscan ideals. 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
Robyn Harm 
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It is indeed an honour to write these words about Mrs Dale Upton. Every now 
and then, a pedagogue appears on staff, who is not only a very good teacher 
but an exceptional one. So it was that Dale commenced at St Mary’s Primary 
in 1997 as a teacher/partner for the Assistant Principal, Administration. Dale 
had been previously employed by Brisbane Catholic Education at Darra, 
Leichhardt and Sacred Heart at Booval. Within a short time, she went from 
part time to full time teacher of Year 7. 
Teaching is the profession that creates all other professions. Dale excelled in 
this teaching environment and many students were thrilled to learn under her 
umbrella of expertise. She worked tirelessly to shape young minds, by 
inculcating in each the value of living Christian lives. She worked relentlessly 
with her pupils until basic concepts were understood and each child had a 

clear idea about topics. Her pupils and many of her colleagues certainly 
benefited from her excellent knowledge of grammar. Because of this she was a natural to eventually 
proofread the newsletter and many of the policies and procedures required by administration. She was 
firm but fair, and was much loved and respected by her students. 

In 2007, Dale was appointed as Assistant Principal, Religious Education - a position she held for eleven 
years. It was here that Dale really excelled, becoming a wonderful leader. Teachers were enriched by her 
wealth of knowledge as she worked with them in planning religion units, preparing meaningful and 
prayerful liturgies, teaching sacred singing, 
accentuating religious seasons and feasts, collecting 
for the poor, and presenting concerts for the Little 
King Movement, thus carrying on traditions started by 
previous leaders. She had gained a Masters of 
Religion and was a much respected and active 
member of St Mary’s Parish and this helped greatly in 
school/parish relationships. In both areas, she was 
well-esteemed and respected. Dale educated 
children to have respect in church and it was amazing 
to watch over 500 children enter, sit still during a 
liturgy and exit in complete silence. Having this skill, it 
would not surprise me to find that she could herd 

Farewells at St Mary’s Primary School 

Two long 
serving 
members of 
St Mary’s 
Primary 

School staff  retired at the end of the 2021 school year. Jenny Stower 
and Dale Upton have both decided to retire after long and distinguished 
teaching careers. 

 Jenny returned to teaching at St Mary’s Primary  in 1992, after her 
daughters started school. She initially worked in the Upper grades 
before returning to prep and teaching in the Early Years classes. Dale 
came to St Mary’s in 1997 and also taught in the upper grades. One of 
the first teachers Dale worked with was Sharon Olsen and they have 
become great life long friends. 

Later in their careers, both Dale and Jenny became members of the 
St Mary’s Primary School leadership team. For many years Dale served 
as APRE ( Assistant Principal Religious Education) and Jenny as PLL 
(Primary Learning Leader). 

Their experience and knowledge will be greatly missed on staff at 
St Mary’s. Best wishes for many happy and healthy years of retirement. 

FINAL FAREWELLS 
Gerry Gimpel 

FAREWELL DALE UPTON 
Sharon Olsen 

Dale and Jenny 

Dale and Sharon Olsen 
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cats! Dale finished this role in 2016. 
She became a Reading Support teacher, 
working first with the students in Years 5 and 
6, then in Years 2 and 3. Here she used her 
vast experience to share her love of literature 
and impart in her pupils a very necessary skill 
of reading. 
Dale is one of those people who gives of 
herself completely. She was committed to 
promoting excellence in education. Her 
exceptional qualities inspired students, staff 
and parents. She is an achiever - open 
minded, generous, knowledgeable and a 
highly respected teacher. She contributed 
many after hours, holidays and weekends over 

the years to her pupils and the school. 
Dale and her fellow colleagues, Mr Mike Quinn (Principal) and Mrs Jenny Stower (Curriculum Leader) 

were farewelled at a High Tea which was attended by a huge crowd of present and past teachers at 
Dinmore Cottage. It was obvious to see the respect and high esteem by which they are regarded. The 
students and staff honoured them at a Christmas concert. 

Dale will now be able to spend time exploring her own interests in life, as well as catching up with 
family and friends. Whatever comes next, she will go the extra mile with her dedication, boundless energy 
and contribute to society. She will be sorely missed at St Mary’s Primary and will always be remembered 
for being the best teacher, mentor and friend. 

 

Dale and Jen Dale and Jess 

On behalf of the St Mary’s 
Primary School Community, I 
would like to congratulate Mike 
Quinn on his tenure at our 
school and thank him for his 
commitment, wisdom and hard 
work. Mike has been our 
Principal for 14 years; he leaves 

very big shoes to fill. We are extremely grateful for 
the work he has done. There is no doubt that he 
leaves this community in a very strong position.   

 Over the course of Mike’s tenure, he proved to 
be a passionate and knowledgeable educator. He is 
passionate about Catholic education and adamant 
that our mission is to ‘see’ Jesus in the children we 
teach and ‘be’ Jesus for all in our community. While 
I could write for pages on the influence Mike has 
had at St Mary’s there are three areas where he has 
had profound influence in our community:  
1. Administration and stewardship of the site  
2. Educational leadership and knowledge 

development  
3. Making Jesus real for our community  

Mike is a gifted administrator. The school is well 
managed and in an  strong financial position due to 
his diligence. This diligence led to vast 
improvements in the maintenance of the site and 
improvements in the school environment over the 
last 14 years. During his tenure, there have been no 
fewer than 12 major building projects and countless 

minor ones. The stunning heritage buildings are 
iconic to the city of Ipswich. They will always require 
attention, but thanks to Mike’s stewardship, the site 
is now well maintained and fit for purpose.    

Anyone associated with the school will know 
Mike is widely read and knowledgeable about all 
things related to education and curriculum. He has 
driven educational change in the school and raised 
standards through education of staff in evidence 
based practices. He encourages, challenges, and 
supports staff to grow and progress. This, in turn 
leads to better outcomes for students.  

Perhaps his greatest contribution to St Mary’s 
Primary School has been his belief in ‘making Jesus 
real.’  Mike brought the concept to the school and 
with the support of staff it became our mantra, our 
motto and our way of life. Mike has driven a belief 
that we are called to live the message of Jesus.  
 Thank you, Mike. We are all better educators, 
better learners, and better people thanks to you.  

Right now, St Mary's Primary School must step 
forward into growth. Each member of staff and each 
student must step forward, embrace change and the 
opportunities it will bring. Despite our sadness at 
farewelling Mr Quinn, we are excited about the 
possibilities.  

We wish Mike all the best at his new school – 
St Stephen’s Algester and welcome Chris Bartlett 
into our school Community and the Ipswich Catholic 
Community. 

   Mike Quinn Farewell  
   Gavan Minz 
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There has been lots of activity at St Brigid’s in recent months.  
The works on the hall being carried out by Apprenticeships Qld and funded by the Rosewood Lions 

Club have come to an end. The hall has been repainted inside, the ramp refurbished, new windows in the 
kitchen and new stairs erected to access the stage area. A great result for the Parish, the St Brigid’s 
community and the whole Rosewood community.  

A new roof is in the process of being installed on the Hall thanks to an insurance payout after the 
massive hailstorm in October 2020. The work also includes insulation, which hopefully means our winter 
mornings might not feel so 
cold. Work on the new 
driveway to the St Brigid’s 
School is well underway, with 
the new entrance gates 
already in place.  

The St Brigid’s community 
welcomed three teenage 
sisters to its fold, when Lara, 
Emma and Kira Bell were 
Confirmed and made their 
First Communion.  

The girls had completed the 
Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Teens program and it was 

wonderful to be able 
to share their special 
day with them, their 
families and friends. 
We also celebrated 
the Baptism of 9 year 
old Emalea Kington 
as part of her journey 
to Confirmation. 
Emalea’s Baptism 
was celebrated 
during Mass, so was 
a wonderful 
opportunity for the 
community to witness and share this special 
occasion. 
The St Brigid’s community wishes everyone a very 
happy and holy Christmas and we look forward to 
a New Year full of wonder, hope and love.  

St Brigid’s in Brief 
Carmel Luetchford 

St. Brigid’s Church Restoration 
An account has been opened for those wishing to 
contribute financially to the restoration of the church. 
Please make your donations to:  
Name: St Brigid’s Restoration Fund 
BSB: 064 786 
Account Number: 1000 26559 
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On Saturday 16th October approximately 50 people 
gathered at the grotto to pray the Rosary together. 
Numbers were a little down on the previous two years, but 
everyone's piety and sincerity was palpable. 

At noon, the church bell sounded the Angelus to 
commence the public prayer. Following the Angelus, a 
microphone was passed around and participants shared 
their prayer petitions.  Father Thomas had already blest 
"little parcels of grace” containing a rosary, miraculous 
medal and holy card which were distributed to 
those who wanted them.  At the end of the rosary, 
everyone was invited to pose for a 
photograph.  Thank you to all those brave souls 
above who hung around long enough for this 
happy snap! 

This October event has now been held outdoors 
at the grotto in glorious sunshine for three years 
running.  It has been suggested that next year this 
public rosary event be moved inside St Mary’s 
Church.  Such a move would lessen set up and 
clear up tasks and be unaffected by inclement 
weather.  I would very much like to hear from 
anyone with suggestions about how to build on and 
develop this 30 minute public prayer. 

Public Rosary 
Moira Crowson 

Many years ago as a young bride, my 
mother asked me what I wanted.  And 
without 

even listening, I immediately began 
thinking of all the things I could ask her for, so I might narrow down my request to one thing.  However, 
my reverie was interrupted by her advice not to be limited to tangible things and in fact not to choose 
anything ‘material’, but to consider ‘higher order’ things.  Suddenly that question took on far greater 
significance … if I could have anything, what did I want? 

I remember realising that I wanted John and me “to be happy” (pity I didn’t think to include our as yet 
unborn children, but perhaps that was implied). The years passed, we were happy and I didn’t think much 
about this early encounter. 

However, when our sons were grown and making their way in the world, I asked each of them, over 
time, the same question. “What do you want?”  Surprisingly, when two sons responded with pretty much 
the same answer — “to be happy” — I was somewhat disappointed.  I couldn’t understand why they didn’t 
have ‘ambition’. I felt they could be happy and successful.  It didn’t occur to me at the time that I held a 
different set of values for them than I had had for myself. Then a few years ago, when I was visiting with 
my nephew’s family, we went to their Church and I read a question written on a wall; “What if you lost the 
most important thing?”. I immediately began to 
ruminate about what I considered to be my most 
important ‘thing’. Perhaps because the question was 
being posed in a church, it seemed natural to me that 
my answer would settle on my ‘faith’. 
Growing up I learned all the rote answers in religion 
class and I still believe that “God made me to know, 
love and serve him in this world and to be happy with 
him in the next”. And so I could reconcile that desire to 
be ‘happy’ as our yearning to be with God forever. But 
what would happen to me if I lost my utter belief, that 
deep faith that helps me to question, to make sense 
and navigate this world?  

What if you lost the most important thing….? 
Moira Crowson 
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St Patrick's Catholic Primary School Hall in Nanango was the venue for 
Fr Chukwudi’s farewell Mass and celebration held on 20 November 2021. The 
hall was filled with priests and nuns; parishioners, local and from previous 
parishes, where Chukwudi had been posted; townsfolk and the school 
community. 

Justin McCarthy, Principal of the school, warmly welcomed everyone to the 
Mass, which was concelebrated by Fr Chukwudi, Bishop Brain Finnigan, 
Fr Dave O’Connor and several other priests. Fr Chukwudi or just Chuk (Chook) 
as he is known, had been ordained by Bishop Brain almost 11 years ago. 

The beautiful music and singing, which Chukwudi had chosen himself, was 
delivered by Felicity Jones, from our own Ipswich Catholic Community, Deacon 
Nathan Webb from St Patrick's, Toowoomba, plus a gathering of enthusiastic 
local musicians. 

The celebration began with Chukwudi’s signature greeting: ”I want you to turn to the person next to you 
and tell them God loves them because they are awesome”.  This set the scene for Chukwudi front and 
centre, and a beautiful Mass. He decided that he would preach rather than one of the other priests covering 
the homily.  It gave us all an indication of where he has been in the last ten and a half years, and we were 
left with no doubt that every posting was truly a “Godly Experience” for him.  Chukwudi commented that 11 
years ago, he had left a seminary of 500 students in Nigeria to come to one of 12. But fast forward 11 years 
and it changed from ‘where are the people?’ to ‘wow, the people’. He went on to say that, “The fact that I’m 
standing here today, 
thanking God with all of 
you, is a testimony to the 
people.” 

Chukwudi is held in high 
esteem after his four-year 
posting in Nanango, as 
Carmel O’Brien, Principal of 
St Mary’s Catholic College 
Kingaroy, acknowledged  in 
her eulogy of sorts after the 
Mass.  She asked that 
Chukwudi take his chair 
and sit facing her as she 
spoke from the lectern.  
She regaled us with a 
perfect encapsulation of the Chukwudi that we know and love. She lauded his community spirit, sense of 
humour and commitment to the residents of the region. She said “You, in your own unique style, not only 
embraced the Australian culture-you successfully adopted it and lived a full and fulfilling life as a Nigerian-
Australian.” “Our gratitude for you, your ministry and the awesome love you have brought to us all is so 
important to acknowledge here today. A priest, friend, brother, son of your calibre just doesn’t come around 
here every day”. It was beautiful. She obviously had a lot of contact, as her speech was indicative of this, 
and some humorous anecdotes were shared. 

The locals put on a typical country spread for lunch after Mass, and Chukwudi was in his element, going 
around speaking to everyone young and old, such is the charisma of the man. The hospitality was 
wonderful, and everyone was extremely friendly and welcoming. 

Chukwudi’s brother was there, having travelled up from Brisbane.  He is a smaller version of Chukwudi, 
and I’m sure he will miss his brother as he ventures back to Nigeria. 

Chukwudi’s Awesome Goodbye 
Alieen Kelly and Bev Cheyne 

Chukwudi arrived in Brisbane from Nigeria on 
31 July 2010 with three colleagues to finish studying 
for the priesthood. They had been invited by 
Archbishop John Bathersby to study at Banyo 
Seminary and then, after ordination to minister to 

the people of South-East Queensland. 
After Ordination, he spent time at Corinda 
Graceville, Ipswich Catholic Community, Caloundra 
and then Kingaroy Nanango Parishes. 
Fr Chukwudi will return to Nigeria in the New Year. 

collected by Robyn Harm A Short History of Chukwudi in Queensland  
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Elizabeth Josephine Edbrooke (nee Sherlock). She was also known as Betty, 
Mum, Grandma, Great Grandma, Granny Grey and Gang Gang. She was a 
remarkable woman who touched the lives of many.  
Betty grew up on the Sherlock family dairy farm at Muirlea, one of 8 siblings. 
Raised during the harsh war years when life on the land was not always easy, 
Betty’s reflections and stories were always of a golden age working the farm with 
her parents, brothers, sisters and cousin, Pat Sherlock. 
As an avid fan of country dances, the Pine Mountain dance hall was a popular 
venue. Her tales of getting dressed up and loading into the old Plymouth, 
(purchased from a part share casket win in 1934), with siblings and cousins 
standing on the running boards, off for a big night of dancing, then back for a few 

hours of sleep before the morning milking session. Charlie Edbrooke was also a regular and they crossed 
paths many times over the years. I'm 
pretty sure he had a plan long before Betty was even aware of it, a plan he put in place one night, when he 
finally convinced her to allow him to escort her home from the Mt Crosby dance. She says, however, she 
refused to allow him a good night kiss.  
That night over 60 years ago, must have had a huge impact on him, as shortly after she passed, with him 
still holding her hand, he said, with tears in his eyes, “I loved her, I loved her so much. I knew I got a 
bargain from the moment I took her home from the Mt Crosby dance.” 
They began their married life in a little old, abandoned farmhouse on a rundown property out the back of 
Pine Mountain - at the end of a dirt track, surrounded by scrub; aptly named World’s End Pocket. But to 
them, it was a dream come true! With no power nor phone, hot water heated on the stove, thunderbox 
outside the yard, and the washing done by boiling water in the old copper.  
Pregnant with her sixth child, they moved to town and lived at Silkstone for a number of years, then moved 
to Kholo. World’s End Pocket, however, was always their true home. They returned almost 30 years ago to 
build their current house on the hill.  
There were many trips Betty and Charlie took across Australia, mainly visiting family.  
Betty was a true matriarch - always bustling around the home, full of energy and observations. Everyone 
was welcome at the table for her famous roast nights. There were often jokes about ‘Charlie's Angels’, a 
tongue in cheek reference to the preferential treatment of the boys when it came to food or housework, but 
Betty was always there for her daughters too. A loving and fun grandmother and great grandmother.  
These gatherings were a wonderful reflection of Betty and Charlie’s hospitality and the pleasure they 
gained from spending time with family and friends.  
She was quick to notice the one missing or needing extra attention and support with many being prompted 
by that phone message, ‘Oh, you never answer your phone, it’s just mum, wondering if you’re still alive.’  
She loved her garden and her birds and taking photos of sunsets and rainbows, in more recent years using 
her Ipad, which she loved. She became quite adept at using Facebook, posting her photos and keeping up 
to date with everything going on in the extended family. 
A deeply loving and loyal person who established enduring relationships with good friends, siblings and in-
laws spanning decades. Her faith was always central to her life. Betty was an integral thread in the fabric 
of St Michael’s and St Joseph’s Catholic community, an RCIA sponsor to multiple generations and long-
time member of the visiting committee.  
She delighted in prayer card requests from the children at St Joseph’s, including them in her daily prayers, 
thinking of them often over the years. The first person she sponsored was Charlie when he became a 
Catholic in 1960 before their marriage. Both were regular volunteers on the after-mass cuppa tea roster, at 
St Joseph’s for over 40 years and her butterfly cakes would always fly off the plate.  
Most family car journeys started with a decade of the rosary. One could not leave the family home without 
being sprinkled by her holy water. So poignant that as she was being wheeled from her bedroom that final 
time, wrapped in a crushed velvet shroud, that Veronica reached for the Holy water from the kitchen bench 
and sprinkled her on the way out. This time Mum was on the receiving end. Whenever anyone left after a 
visit, she would wave them off from the front veranda, rush across the lawn to see them out the gate and 
down the hill, then hurry back to stand under the Poinciana tree to watch their car go up the cutting and out 
of sight. Your last sight would be of her, apron blowing in the wind and waving with both arms above her 
head. That night we stood as a family waving her off until the lights faded into the scrub.    
She is farewelled by her loving husband, nine children, thirty grandchildren, 19.9 great-grandchildren, 
extended family, and friends. Love you always Mum.  From the eulogy given by her family 

   Betty Edbrooke 
  7 March 1934 – 13 Sept 2021 
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Path of Miracles 
Bronwyn Mitchell 

Fusion Vocal Ensemble, a Brisbane-based chamber 
choir directed by Debra Shearer-Dirié, was honoured 
to perform Path of Miracles in the beautiful acoustic of 
St Mary’s Ipswich in October. Path of Miracles is a 
major work for voices and crotales by contemporary 
British composer Joby Talbot that traces the history of 
the Camino, the pilgrimage route through northern 
Spain. Talbot wrote Path of Miracles in 2005 for the 
professional London ensemble Tenebrae. Fusion first 
performed the work in 2017, and it has since become 
very special to the singers in our ensemble — 
especially after the difficult year that was 2020, when it 
felt as though miracles were perhaps in short supply. 

In Path of Miracles, Talbot has 
created a stunning piece of music that 
takes the audience on a journey — a 
physical journey (starting in the foothills 
of the Pyrenees and travelling west for 
nearly 800 kilometres), but also an inner 
journey, through the challenges, 
triumphs, doubts and hardships of the 
pilgrim’s life. While the Camino is 
significant today as a route of Catholic 
pilgrimage, these roads had an ancient 
past, and the generations of travellers 
who have walked along them have 
always belonged to a fellowship much 
broader than the Church. The work is 
partly historical, recounting the 
martyrdom of St James, the return of his 
remains to Galicia by some of the other 
apostles, the discovery of his bones 800 
years later near Santiago de 
Compostela, and beginnings of the 
pilgrimage tradition from around the 12th 
century.  

But it is the weaving of this historical 
narrative into a broader story of what it 
means to be a pilgrim that makes 
Talbot’s work truly special. Sometimes 
he uses a low, slow, trudging motif to 
convey the gruelling physical trials of the 
long walk; elsewhere a soaring soprano 
ostinato repeats a single Latin phrase 
that translates to ‘the sun that shines within me is my joy, and God is my guide’. Towns whose ‘names are 
shadows’ pass by as we approach our destination, and there is peace and acceptance as one foot is 
placed in front of the other. Santiago, first glimpsed from the summit of Monte de Gozo, awaits as a 
promised reward as we begin our ‘longed-for final descent’. Here the music draws us inward and we 
reflect on our journey of hundreds of kilometres with serenity and quiet majesty. We consider how such a 
pilgrimage changes us — the person we were before, the person we are now. 

If you missed the concert but would like to hear this music and learn more about it, it’s worth looking up 
the Tenebrae recording online for a very special musical and spiritual experience. Or you can see the 
video of Fusion's performance at St Mary's by going to our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=1026194704899681). Learn more about Fusion and read past program 
notes for Path of Miracles at fusionvocalensemble.org. Fusion thanks St Mary’s Ipswich for having us, we 
wish your community a safe and happy Christmas. May 2022 bring you joy — and miracles.  

https://www.facebook.com/
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This term we finally opened up the new 
age group for the Atrium, using the 
method known as the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd.  This method of 
religious formation for children has been 
developed using the Montessori way of 
engaging with young children. 
We have resources ready for the 0-3 
year age group and have been meeting 

on Wednesday mornings at Mater Dei, 
Saddliers Crossing. 
In 2022, we will continue to offer this 
ministry and incorporate a year age 
group, which will run at the same time as the 0-3 Infant/Toddler 
group. 
We are also very excited to announce that we were successful in 
being granted funding of $15 000 from the Brisbane Archdiocese 
to purchase of further resources for the Atrium.  In addition, 
these funds will also enable the Parish to offer formation and 
support for young parents.    
We will recommence the Atrium for all age groups (0-3, 3-5, 6-9, 

9-12) in February and we welcome any visitors to view this wonderful ministry 
for young children.  If you would like to enrol a child into the Atrium please 
contact Bernadette McAndrew on 0417797302 or Karen Brennan on 
0412891451 

Stay tuned for information about 
children’s ministry closer to 
February.  

 Atrium News 
Bernadette McAndrew 
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During August and September the Parish Office underwent 
a facelift. The Office was constructed in the 1970’s and has 
served the parish well over the decades. However, with the 
amalgamation of the four parishes, changes in staff structure, 
revised safeguarding requirements, Covid requirements, and 
an urgent need to fix broken toilets, rotten carpets and 
reconfigure impractical workspaces, it was time to produce a 
new plan. We consulted with the property team from the 
Archdiocese and engaged an architect to help develop a new 
way of working in and using the building. We also wanted to 
ensure that the safety of staff was paramount (we had a 
recent trespasser), along with the ability for parishioners to 
make use of the meeting rooms, kitchen, and toilets after 
office hours. 

We were fortunate to engage the services of Luke & Brad 
from Groundup Constructions who worked around our 
immediate needs and ensured we had minimal interruption to 
our operations. Like many renovations, we had to update 
some areas to meet building standards in 2021. One of these 
changes was the removal of the four fans in the main meeting 
room, due to low heights. They were replaced with a new air 
conditioner. We also replaced all lights with LED lights to 
ensure our energy consumption was reduced. The new lights 
run at approximately 18% power consumption compared with 
the older lights. 

We now 
have three 
meeting rooms 
(St Francis 
Room, St Clare 
Room, 
St Bonaventure 
Room). 
Fr. Stephen’s 
office has been 
moved up into 
the Parish 
Office, giving 
priests back their own space in the presbytery, and we have a number of shared work spaces to allow 
volunteers to assist as needed. The new configuration is working extremely well. If you haven’t been into 
the Parish Office since the renovation you are invited to pop in sometime. 

PARISH OFFICE RENOVATIONS 
Benjamin Leschke, Pastoral Assistant 

Local Ipswich parishioner, Jil Nugent has now 
established a Facebook page to showcase her art, 
selling original paintings and mixed media pieces, 
along with a series of limited edition prints, gift cards 
and other items.  
https://www.facebook.com/JilNugentArtist/. 

The talented artist painted several works for the parish and she also created 
pieces for the Ipswich Hospital in 2010. Recently, her works were on show at 
the Ipswich Community Gallery’s Off the Wall exhibition.  

Jil Nugent 

https://www.facebook.com/JilNugentArtist/.
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As indicated in our last edition, here is, by necessity a very brief story of my visits to heritage listed WW2 
sites in Darwin and surrounds plus a very short introduction to the air war over same. 
It may surprise some that Darwin experienced not one, 19FEB1942, air raid but a further sixty three. The 
outcome of this was most of the citizens left fearing an invasion by Japan, thus turning Darwin into a 
garrison city. 
Australasia’s response, to this first attack on sovereign soil by a foreign power, was swift with what 
resources were available. Thankfully Japan never set an 
occupying foot in this country. This air war went on till 1945 
when Japan surrendered unconditionally. 
The huge buildup during this conflict necessitated the 
construction of not only airfields but everything that went 
with them. Hospitals, saw mills, messes, accommodation, 
AA batteries,  motor transport pools, water storage, aircraft 
both bombers, fighters, radar towers, ammunition storage 
are only a few that come to mind. 
After the war ended,  troops, aircraft plus equipment  
moved out the remains of the many camps, were simply 
abandoned . It is these abandoned sites that thankfully 
have become heritage listed due to dedicated people 
who saw the need to protect, preserve our WW2 history. 
It was to these that I had the privilege of being taken to 
by one man, Bob Alford, who knew the history of every 
site all the way from Darwin to Adelaide River and then 
some. 
The sites around Darwin are there, sign posted, cared for 
by dedicated people who are not only mindful of, but 
realize the importance that, history provides to the 
cultural life of the city.  
In conclusion may I recommend a book, DARWIN’S AIR 
WAR 1942 – 1945 by Bob 
Alford, which I found hard to 
put down as I had no idea of 
the scale, intensity, tragedy, 
courage and tenacity 
demonstrated by Australia and 
her Allies defending our 
country against Imperial 
Japan. 
Next issue I plan to showcase 
the clandestine operations 
from Darwin during WW2, of 
RAAF. ”Black Cat” aircraft. 

 

 

 

Air Raids over Darwin 
Alex Masszauer 
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Ian Pullar's latest reads have included:  

Daring to Fly by Lisa Millar. A 
fascinating autobiography by the well-
known (Queensland born) international 
journalist. Beautifully written 

 A Short History of Nearly Everything, 
by Bill Bryson. Like all of Bryson’s 
books, full of insights into all manner 
of things. 

Black Water Lilies by 
Michel Bussi. An 
intriguing murder 
mystery set in Monet’s 
garden at Giverney. 

Carmel Luetchford highly 
recommends: Showtime! by Judy 
Nunn; her Nunn’s latest bestselling 
novel is set in the late 19th century 
theatre world from the north of 
England to the gold fields of Victoria  

Bev O’Sullivan just 
read: Muddy People by Sara El 
Sayed, An hilarious, heartwarming 
memoir of growing up and 
becoming yourself in an Egyptian 
Muslim family 
 
Her current read is: 
The Paris Library 

by Janet Skeslien Charles. Based 
on the true World War II story of the 
heroic librarians at the American 
Library in Paris, an unforgettable 
novel of romance, friendship, 
family, and heroism found in the 
quietest of places. 

Lorraine Brecknell is enjoying 
1979 by Val McDermid, an English 
police drama set in 1979. 

 

 Alex Masszauer is 
reading: The 
Forgotten Cradle of the Hungarian 
Culture by Sándor Nagy, which 
explores the author’s theory that the 
Hungarians are descended from the 
Sumerians.  

Sharon Olson recommends 
Last Chance Cafe by Liz 
Byrski, a story revolving around 
two women in their early 70s, 
both of whom used to be 
members of the Sydney Push, 
now wondering how to channel 
their energies with they age.. 

 

Maree Volkmann is currently 
very much engrossed by the 
gripping thriller Hush Hush by 
James Patterson & Candace 
Fox. Harriet Blue used to be a 
detective. Now she's inmate 
3329. Prison is a dangerous 
place for a former cop - as 
Harriet is learning on a daily 
basis  

Bob McDowell highly 
recommends, Four Fires by Bryce 
Courtney. Brilliant. The Maloneys, 
a fifth-generation Irish Australian 
family live in a small town. They 
are unforgettable characters - a 
strong mother, a father broken by 
war, three boys and two girls. 
Their lives are shaped by the four 
fires - passion, religion, warfare 
and fire itself. 

Larry O'Brien is reading Ned 
Kelly by Peter Fitzsimons. The 
author brings the history of Ned 
Kelly and his gang exuberantly 
to life, weighing in on all of the 
myths, legends and 
controversies generated by this 
compelling and divisive Irish-
Australian rebel. 

 

Phil Leatham is enjoying David 
Baldacci's latest, Mercy. A brilliant 
thriller, the fourth book in his Atlee 
Pine Series, following on from 
Daylight. 

  

What’s being read around the parish ... 
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The 2nd November is traditionally All 
Soul’s Day and the annual Mass was 
held in St Mary’s Church. About 120 
people attended. It was concelebrated 
by Frs Stephen, Thomas and Anto, all 
dressed in purple. Chosen parishioners 
gathered around the baptismal font and 
at the stairs to the Sanctuary, with 
candles lit while others took it in turn to 
read out the names of the people from 
the Book of Life, who had passed away 
during 2020-21. At the reflection time, quiet 
music played while the photos of the 
deceased were displayed on the monitors.. 
There were 5 books to the side of the altar, 
where names of those who had passed 
away could be written. 
Ceremonies were held each weekend 
during November. 
On Sunday 7th November at 2:00pm a 
Prayer Service was held at Warrill Park 
Cemetery.  
On Saturday 13th November at 10:30am a 
Mass and Blessing of Graves was held at St. Patrick’s, Rosevale. On Saturday 20th November at 
10:00am a Mass and Blessing of the Graves was held at Glamorgan Vale Cemetery. Then on Saturday 
27th November at 9:00am, a Mass and Blessing of Graves was held at St. Michael’s, Pine Mountain. 
These were all well attended as occurs each year, despite the heat of this time of the year. They are very 
much embedded in the hearts of the parishioners.  
The three ceremonies at Rosevale, Pine Mountain and Glamorgan Vale have been held over many years, 
attended by those whose families have lived in those communities. It is also a time to gather for a cuppa, 
meeting friends, talking about those who have gone and what has been happening, as well as keeping an 
eye on maintaining the graves and the churches. Remembering. 

REMEMBRANCE MASSES - NOVEMBER    
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Solution: See below p27 



 27 

 

Mystery Pictures Identified 
1. Robe on Mary’s statue, 

back wall 
2. Detail, lace cloth on 

presiding priest’s table 
3. Glass jar Baptismal oil 
4. Vase shelf on pedestal, 

statue of St Joseph 

Spot the D
ifference 

Solution 
1. Throw

n crook 
pointing different 
direction 

2. Third shepherd 
different belt 

3. M
issing sheep on 

far left 
4. M

issing bushes 
right hand corner 

5. Second shepherd 
stole not flying 
out 

6. Sheep m
issing at 

feet of second 
shepherd 

7. First shepherd's 
belt different 
colour 

8. First shepherd's 
crook lying 
differently 

9. Bushes m
issing 

from
 foot of hill on 

right 
10. R

ock m
issing in 

foreground 
11. Star pointing 

horizontally 
12. Part of fence 

m
issing 
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AND DON'T FORGET OUR 
NEXT ACTION PACKED 
EDITION, FEATURING   

 ALL OF THE EXCITING 
LIFE OF OUR PARISH ... 

 
 
 
 

A Dachshund walks into a telegraph office, picks up a blank form, and writes: “Woof. 
Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof.” 
The clerk looks over the paper for a minute before telling the dog, “You know, there are 
only nine words here. You could add another ‘Woof’ for the same price.” 
The Dachshund shakes his head at the clerk in disbelief. “But that would make no sense 
at all.” 

 
A secretary was visibly distraught one morning when she arrived at 
the office. She sat at her desk, head in her hands.  
Her boss, concerned asked what on earth was the matter.  
She explained that her children’s parrot had 
escaped from his cage and flown out an open 
window. Of all the dangers the tame bird would 

face outdoors alone, she seemed most concerned about what would 
happen if the bird started talking. 
Confused, her boss asked what the parrot could say. 
“Well,” she explained, “he mostly says, ‘Here, kitty, kitty.’ ” 

One  final word … or two... 

 
WHAT IS THIS? WHERE IS THIS? 

Solutions: see p 27 

The Talkabout Team is grateful for the continued support of local firms and organizations who advertise in 
our magazine. Their donations help us to meet the expenses of photocopying, layout and printing. We 
urge our readers and parishioners to support these advertisers as your need arises. Our advertisers are  
~ Blackall Street Butchers  ~ Brothers Leagues Club ~ First Forest Funerals ~ Greg Rowe Optometrist ~ 
Peter McMahon’s Swim Factory ~ Red Diamond Financial Group ~ Simplicity Funerals ~  

This is a very busy parish, with many events involving people and groups. 
We want to report all the full life of the Ipswich Catholic Community. 
However, we don’t always know about these events. We need you to tell us 
what’s happening. Please do. Think about writing an article. Or, if you don’t 
feel comfortable writing, give us a call through the Parish Office (3281 2133) 
talk to us and we’ll write the article with you.       Team Talk About 

1 2 3 

4 

Fr Thomas is set to leave in the New Year to take up his new role as a 
full-time Army Chaplain. The posting is to the Lavarack Barracks, Townsville. He has 
been in the Ipswich Catholic Community for the usual three-year appointment, which 
concludes at the end of 2021. His sermons evidenced his spirituality and theological 
scholarship. He was more than up to the difficulties and trials that arose with the onset 
of COVID and the continuing disruption of the life of the parish. He always would find 
time to visit parishioners and those in aged care. He will be greatly missed by us all. 

Farewell Fr Thomas 


