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Give me Lord, eyes to see the needs of the
world

It's a heart to love the universe you love.
Give me a heart of flesh, not a heart of stone,
to love God and the people | meet in my life;
give me your own love

to truly love, forgetting myself if necessary.
Give me your light to recognize your signs.
Enable me to know you in others

and to know in them your voice and your

desires.
“-“r

Lord I need your eyes:
give me a live faith.

I need your heart,
Give me a charity full force.
I need your breath. G

Give me your knowledge, for me and your
Church.

Give me the ability to accomplish

fully what you ask of me.

Amen. Amen.

These words, | jotted recently help me to see
the face of God in others! Welcome to this
renewed edition of TALK ABOUT IN THE
IPSWICH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY.

As we move into the middle of 2021 we are
called to re-imagine the Catholic presence in
this part of the Archdiocese. We are a large
Parish now and the formal amalgamation
some 18 months ago has taken us to new
ways of exploring pastoral and administration
approaches. It isn’'t easy, but it is exciting and
| love it!

The Archdiocese has supported us and
encouraged us to be more sustainable- as
Pastor | am continually working with the
Priests, Staff, Parish Advisory Council and

News from across our parish
Finance Committee pw s

on how we can be [ s
more  effective in g
providing a prayerful {§
and safe community. _
| want this magazine : ©
to build on the past
and to also generate communication in all
aspects of our large Parish life.

We have a tremendous Parish community and
there is a wonderful spirit evident here. Let's
talk about what we want to achieve, talk about
how we want to re-imagine our future as
disciples today and prepare for a future of
Catholic life, which will take us ahead. Let’s talk
about the challenges of Gospel living today and
let’s talk about what you might need to nurture
your faith.

So, -I| |n’V|te you to put peq to /
paper - let’s talk about our faith in a 2

safe and respectful way. This W&
magazine is for the growth of our Parish - we
are fortunate that our forebears have left us so
much - we are now called to leave ‘the upper
room’ of complacency and allow the Holy Spirit
to stir us and motivate us to be credible
disciples today, setting the ways for our
children and grandchildren. Let’s continue to
pray for each other,

Stephen ofm
Parish Priest
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Pentecost Multicultural Mass

The Pentecost Multicultural Mass was held this year to
great acclaim after the cancellation last year, due to
Covid. An eager, colourful crowd of parishioners and
visitors attended.

After the Acknowledgement of Country, Lawrence
Risati welcomed the congregation and the precession
entered the church with the parade of National flags. Fr
Stephen concelebrated the Mass with Fr James and
special visitors; Fr Henry Chen, (a Franciscan Friar
from Hong Kong, the current Superior of Queensland
and Fr Anto Chiriyankandath (from the Syro-Malabar
Indian Community in Ipswich).

The Penitential Rite
commenced with the leader of
the Samoan community,
Fuiono, coming forward to
kneel before the Altar and he
was then covered by a fine mat,
as a symbol of humility. A song
of Repentance was then sung
in Samoan. Fr Stephen
sprinkled the mat with Holy
Water, prayed and lifted the
mat to welcome Fuiono by
shaking his hand.

The Gloria was the led by our
Filipino choir.

The Lectionary was processed
in by the Samoan Community with the song, ‘Ole Tusi Paia’ (Behold,
Holy Scripture) — an impressive, beautiful and reverent ritual.

The First Reading was in Arabic. The Responses were read in English,
Italian and Spanish.

In his Homily, Fr Stephen spoke of his birthday and how the candles on
his cake could not be blown out due to the Covid restriction and that the
Gospel spoke of Jesus breathing on the disciples. Pentecost breathes
life into us, as the breath of the Lord
is amongst us, how wonderful to be
able to gather, to hear the Word in




so many languages. This
W Mass is not a concert. It is
g an opportunity to be
& renewed. A celebration of
a great truth: that the Lord
is with us.

Prayers of the Faithful
were read in Maori, Italian,
Filipino, Lebanese,
Samoan, Malayalam-
Indian and English.

The Samoan and Filipino representatives led

the Offertory Procession. Fr Stephen asked

us all to pray The Lord’s Prayer in each our

own language. Communion hymns were sung in Filipino, Malayalam-Indian and English.

Before the closing prayer, Fr Stephen invited Margarita Lemon, as Chairperson of the Advisory Parish
Council, to come forward. On behalf of Council, she thanked the committee which organised the
Mass, for the hard work which had produced such a wonderful result. Fr Stephen than also thanked
all who contributed to the Mass and the visiting priests.

Quality Meat gy

Direct from farm to You

BLACKALL STREET BUTCHERY
59 Blackall Street
East Ipswich 4305
Phone (07) 3281 1532

We specialise in Grass Fed Beef
and our own cured Hams and Bacon
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Vanuatu

World Day of Prayer 2021 Rosewood
Carmel Luetchford

The 2021 Rosewood
World Day of Prayer
service was held recently
in the St Brigid’s Parish
e Hall. The hall was a blaze
e of colour as approximately
60 members of the six faith communities
in Rosewood and Marburg joined
together to celebrate WDP 2021.

The country of focus this year was
Vanuatu and several ladies wore
traditional dresses of the Vanuatu women
and others wore leis and flowers in the

This year’s theme was “Build on a Strong -
Foundation” based on the gospel reading '}
from Mark 7:24-27. "
Guest speaker for the service was a local 4 ¢
resident and member of the Uniting
Church, Mrs Shirley Doyle, who through ~
her personal connection with a Ni-Vanuatu ({
family was able to give a first hand
portrayal of the country, its people, its
culture and its economy. Shirley has spent
time living with a local family on one of the
remote islands and her talk was
informative and enlightening.

o

Carmel Luetchford from St Brigid’'s was
the MC for the service and women from
all the faith communities presented
various sections of the service.

Fr James from the Ipswich Catholic
Community concluded the service with
thanks to everyone for their attendance
and a prayer that evoked the gospel
reading to “build your house on Jesus
and his words”.

The women of St Brigid’s served a ,
delicious morning tea, during which much §
friendly fellowship was evident.

Simplicity

Funerals

Simply Affordable.

63 Roderick Street, Ipswich
07 3812 2011
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World Day of Prayer — Ipswich
Robyn Harm

The World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a global ecumenical movement led by
Christian women who welcome prayer and action for peace and justice. With
the motto ‘Informed prayer and prayerful action’ and is celebrated in 170
countries on the first Friday in March. The movement aims to bring together
people of various cultures and traditions in a yearly common Day of Prayer, as
well as in closer fellowship, understanding, and action.

Each year, a different country is chosen by the World Day of Prayer Committee |
to lead the day. A WDP Committee of women from that country compose a
service with slides and booklet containing information, artwork, music and
photos about the country as well as stories from the women, their faith and life
in that country. These are then distributed throughout the world by each
country’s WDP committee.

The country for 2021 is Vanuatu and the local faith community of St Pauls
Anglican Church were commissioned last year by the Queensland WDP
committee to present the prayer service for this year. People from various
Christian faith communities in Ipswich were invited to attend and
take part in the presentation. Around 50 people - mainly women — in
attendance.

Vanuatu, an island republic located in the South Pacific Ocean, is a
developing country with many challenges. It is a natural paradise
but vulnerable to natural disasters such as cyclones, floods,
tsunamis, and earthquakes. Vanuatu’s history started around
550BC from Melanesian and Polynesian people, then a colony by
French and English for over 4 centuries, receiving its independence
in 1980. The economy is very poor with tourism and agriculture and
fishing as the main industries. Education is compulsory until 6"
Grade, with only 25% of students furthering their education onto
secondary, with some continuing to further training
and university. The challenges facing Vanuatu are SRR T
similar to other developing countries; health, clean f._ N \
water and sanitation, malnutrition, gender based Wi iif o
violence, unemployment and poverty. : \| /7
The stories of the women of Vanuatu were read.
They echoed disadvantage, poverty, suffering and
sadness. Yet their faith in God has been strong,
their faith has helped them to improve their lives.
Their prayers are for more opportunities, family and
children support services, justice and better
education especially for girls.

Our prayers for Vanuatu responded to many of the
challenges that the country faced. We also
confessed that, as a nation, we fail to look after our
natural world, to fight for justice and peace and for
healing of relationships in our communities and
families.

# Al tax returns

Commissioning for 2022 service will be the vav DED B s
usiness structuring
\?i DIAMOND

women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland

on the theme, ‘I know the plans | have for you'. ¥ Bookkeeping services

The candle and co-ordination_ pledge were Accounting ® BAS preparation
passed from St Paul's committee g
representatives to Bethany Lutheran. # Free parking at front door
The service ended with our prayer ‘May we be | Real people, sound advice ¥ Investment properties
blessed as we follow Jesus, who is the way, the

truth and the /Ife ’ Telephone: 073281 2422 43 Darling Street East reception@reddiamondgroup.com.au

Facsimile: 07 3812 3136  IPSWICH Qid 4305 www.reddiamondgroup.com.au
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ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

St Brigid's Church, Rosewood is doing it tough. The
problems with the foundations were surely enough.
However, the 31st October last year saw fierce halil
storms sweep across the area that afternoon to
create more chaos for the much loved church, its
devoted parishioners and Fr Stephen. The first
storm left around 40 windows damaged; all panels in
each window. Fr Stephen was inspecting the
damage, when a second storm came through to
shake the church even more. However, Fr Stephen
said 'the stained glass window of St Brigid remained
... she must be watching over it'.

Then the clean up
began, with locals both
Catholic and non- )
Catholic arriving to help
and put up the tarpaulins
to cover the windows
and protect the church
as much as possible.
The church and hall also
sustained roof damage. |

On ICC Facebook page
Fr Stephen wrote, ' A bigji
afternoon of clean-up.
Thanks to everyone who
helped: Trevor Reynolds and Jeremy Hillan
were fantastic in climbing up and down
ladders. Thanks - a great group of “living
saints” (young and a little older) helping out.'

In January, weekend Mass was celebrated in
the Parish Hall, while the roof on the school
hall was being repaired. A hard working group
of Parishioners helped to set up the Hall, at
very short notice.

In March temporary fencing went up around
the church 'to make the building more secure
and stop cars going close to the building.'

Then in May the two storm damage insurance g -
claims were finalised with the o
recommendations of the Finance Council and §
the endorsement of Fr Stephen, making ;
available these funds to contribute to the
repair work needed.

St. Brigid’s Church Restoration
An account has been opened for those wishing
to contribute financially to the restoration of the
church. Please make your donations to:
Name: St Brigid’s Restoration Fund
BSB: 064 786
Account Number: 1000 26559




Christmas Decorating Big Time
Bernadette McAndrew

8 of fun. The majority of the

4 busy, few hours decorating

- morning for a walk and we
o thought it would '

A group of eager
volunteers from St Mary’s,
young and old spent a

St Mary's for
Christmas. We had loads

group meet on a Saturday

be a good idea to
help out with a
Christmas
activity. We all
worked together
very well and had
the task
completed within
a couple of
hours. The
church offers an
enormous scope for Christmas and all the work was well
worth it, as the results are so rewarding; seeing our

beautiful church in festive dress for the Christmas Season. It certainly had a lovely community feel
and the group is quite happy to help out this year for Christmas | am sure.

Update from Our Knitting Group
Judy Glasby

Our first meeting for the year was in February after a
break over the Christmas and Holiday Season.

Our Ladies who either knit or crochet rugs for the less
fortunate brought along some very colourful rugs, the
products of their time.

These rugs are delivered to the band of volunteers who
support Rosies

“ Friends on the street” and are handed out to their
patrons when needed on their venue visit in the Ipswich

area. Now that the weather is cooling down and the rain has set in, keeping warm is a big issue.
If you are able to help out with any balls of 8ply acrylic or funds to purchase same for our ladies or
able to donate any warm items, all these can be left at St Mary’s Parish Office and we thank you for

your generosity.
We gather at Mater Dei Church Sadliers

Your Catholic

Crossing on the 4th Thursday of each -~ -
month from 10am ‘till 12 for a social chat, a £

cuppa and exchange ideas and a helping
hand if needed. New comers are always
welcome.

FUNERALS Call 3281 4329

A ol www.firstforest.net.au
- o 281 Brlsbane St, West Ipswich

FIRST FOREST
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Easter at St Mary’s as reported in QT...
John Kane

During this past Easter season | cast a quick eye over the newspaper reports of our celebrations since
1860. What | was unthinkingly looking for was the special emphasis and lessons that the clergy would
choose to make about Easter year by year. | soon realized that the reports were sometimes by non-
Catholic reporters, sometimes by some volunteer and sometimes by a clergyman. The newspaper is not
there to preach for our church. The articles — when written - simply covered what the particular reporter
thought interesting about the spectacle.

Frequently there was simply no report at all. In answer to complaints one year, the editor simply said that
no-one had offered a report.

An example of what happens when an observer offered a report was the description in the Saturday paper
of 1 April 1893. At the end of the article came this: “Thursday was recognised as a day of perpetual
adoration, and all day long children from the various classes at the girls’ school were present in
church, as likewise the members of the congregation throughout the day and night. Yesterday the
usual Good Friday devotional services were conducted.” No boys?

However the main part of the article was taken up with the decorations. A short sample will do:
“Suspended from the fore parts of the floor of the gallery was a rich festoon of foliage, and on the
front of the gallery hung a small but elegant banner of chaste design and exquisite finish. It was of
a light blue colour, and at the head were the words “Immaculate, Inmaculate” over a figure of the
Blessed Virgin, showing out clearly from a background of delicate white, bordered with a circle of
stars, with an outer frame of branches of pure white flowers, every detail having been worked with
the most perfect accuracy.” And so on. The very long description left no space for the actual
celebrations.

In 1895 the long descriptions were
abandoned. Instead, we read on Tuesday ST, MARY'S.

16 April: “The usual Eastertide services The usuval Eastertide services were held at
were held at St Mary’s Catholic Church | St Mary's Roman Catbolio Courch last week,
last week.” Fr Barry preached the sermon. | On Sandsay there were four masses, condaoted
Oddly, Miss Moriarty got a special mention | by the Rovs, A, Horan and M, Barcy, After
for singing "Ave Maria” at the consecration! | ghe 11 o'ocloock ma:e Fsther Barry de{ivered aD
In 1899 a precise listing of the ceremonies | impressive discourse, his remarks being bssad
was followed by a final: “ ... the absence | om the Gospel for the day, The choir ssng
of every emblem of joy, betokened the Mozart's ** Twolfth Mes','* and, for the off+r.
Church’s grief, mourning the sorrowful | tory, ‘' Regioa Coeli,** Misses Kelly and K.

death of her spouse.” Ryan beiog the soloiete.  Aftor the elevation
In 1910 the Holy Thursday and Good Mise Moriarty esng ‘' Ave Maris.'* The
Friday ceremonies were described at vsaal beondiotion servioce was held as night.

length in very precise detail. The reporter
added that “we are informed that the church was full of devout worshippers all day long, and till
nearly 10 o’clock last night.” Fr Horan however was quoted “that it was noticed, with surprise, that
although the church was full all day with devout women and children worshippers, men were
conspicuous by their absence.”

On Easter Monday 1910, the QT devoted its reporting almost entirely to music — not only for St Mary’s but
also for the Anglican, Baptist and other churches. At St Mary’s, a special mention was given to the
“splendid orchestra, the members of which kindly volunteered their services.”

By 1920 the reports were again stripped down to bare essentials; eg. On Friday “At 3 o’clock Mons Byrne
recited the Way of the Cross and the church was crowded. The evening devotions consisted of a special
sermon by Father Prout.” On Monday the report gave a brief description of the altar. Then: “two masses
were celebrated yesterday morning, the earlier one being conducted by Mons. J. Byrne, V.V. At 10
o’clock “Missa Cantata” was celebrated, the song portion of the mass being a feature...Last evening Mons
Byrne conducted the service, his address being appropriate to the Easter occasion”

In 1924 there was a good detailed summary of the celebrations, but again reporting of the sermons was
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restricted to “a special sermon” and “an eloquent sermon appropriate to the occasion.”

In 1959 came a long report of the ceremonies, which especially drew attention to the washing of the feet
(of twelve altar boys). “It is understood that this is the only church in the Archdiocese of Brisbane
where this ceremonial...... takes place, and this is only the second time it has been done in
Ipswich.”

The reporter also gave a key sentence from the Holy Thursday Mass said by Fr Mack SVD. Also from Fr
Mack SVD, again on Good Friday, he said: “In our knowledge of the external sufferings of Christ we
may sympathise with Him, and pity Him, but we miss the real significance of the Passion, namely:
that He died redeeming the world from the sins of all mankind. All those sins were laden upon His
shoulders, Who alone knows what sin is.”

By 1973, near the end of the QT issues available on the internet, the report was very brief indeed. “About
700 people attended the Good Friday service at St Mary’s”. We don’t learn much about the
ceremonies or sermons from that.

I would like to have been able to read more about each year’s ceremonies and especially to experience (in
note form) what all those different priests shared with the congregations over the century. Thank heavens
that | have had personal experience of many different approaches in the last few decades, without the help
of the now defunct QT.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION PRIZE ESSAY WINNZIRS

Here is as photograph from The Telegraph (Brisbane), Saturday, 19th Sep 1914 the National Show Association
Prize Essay winners, held in August, with several being from St Mary’s School and St Joseph’s North Ipswich.

Standing - Winifred K. Ellis (Kelvin Grove State School), Kathleen Griffin (St. Joseph's School, North Ipswich), Agnes
Dwyer (St. Mary's School, Ipswich), Reg. H. Chadwick (East Brisbane State School).

Seated.— Una Morris (Junction Park State school), Phil Reid (East. Brisbane State School). Olive Petersen (Dutton
Park State school), U. R. Ellis, (Kelvin Grove State School), T. M. Brown (East Brisbane State School). In front.—
Hubert McCarthy, (St. Joseph's School, North Ipswich).
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Art at St Mary’s Church - update IPSWI C’ H Q
Eleven Ipswich artists will have their works showcased like never before

when they are projected onto the city’s most iconic heritage building, St

Mary’s Church during DeLight from 8 to 18 July. It will be a major part of 2021 SPARK Ipswich — the
reimagined Ipswich Festival.

Mayor Teresa Harding said “This council is committed to fostering opportunities, advocating for, and
promoting our city’s vibrant creative sector. St Mary’s Church is one of Ipswich’s most iconic heritage
sites, and it will be a wonderful canvas to showcase our local art.”

The artists were chosen after calling for expressions of interest. Community, Culture, Arts and Sports
Committee chairperson Councillor Andrew Fechner said “I want to thank all 25 artists who put their
names forward during the expressions of interest process — the calibre of entries received was very high.
In choosing the 11 artists who will take part this year the judging panel looked for diversity across the
exhibition including art forms, artists and content. Consideration was also given as to whether the
artworks submitted would translate well to the projection medium. The works chosen reflect the culture of
Ipswich, its people and places.”

One of the artists, Charmaine Davis said, "It's an honour to have been selected and great to see the arts
receiving more prominence in Ipswich, and I'm looking forward to being involved. To have local art
projected onto such an iconic landmark for all in the community to see is a fantastic opportunity. Ipswich
is such a multicultural community and I'm proud as a First Nations artist that my art will be projected up
there on the church, which I've long had a connection to with my daughters having attended St Mary’s
College.”

DelL.ight aligns with NAIDOC Week 2021 which runs from 4 to 11 July 2021.

The 11 artists selected:
Charmaine Davis
Donna Davis

Eva Fritz

Linda Clark
Rachael Sarra
Rebecca Lewis
Sally Harrison
Glen Smith
Jason McNamara
Sharon McKenzie
Kylie Hill
https://www.ipswichfestivals.com.au/delight/

Online resource

Daily Gospel Reflections from Evangelisation Brisbane (an initiative of Brisbane Archdiocese) continues as
a is useful, thought provoking way of including the Gospel in daily routine. The Reflections were
particularly insightful during Lent and the Easter season. A one page written reflection each weekday.
Subscribe by email. http.//evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/daily-reflections/

vava DED W Aged care
\', DIAMOND B e Words from Matthew Arnold
@ Insurance . .
Wealth @ Retirement TIS }7 50 smgll’; t}hlmg
@ Superannuation 0 nave enjoyd tne sunm,
@ Wealth creation To have liv'd light in the spring,

)
Birokie il s btk it To have lov'd, to have thought, to

Telophone: 07 32512422 43 Darfing Street East  meception@raddiamondgroup.com.au have done, ’ _
Facwmlia- D7 3812 3136 IPSWICH @ 4305 prorti e el | To have advanc'd true friends, and

beat down baffling foes...? "

Vit of ¢ “Count” and Count Woalth Accountants ara trading names of Coant Financlal Umited
Count x AEN 19 00 974 625, Australlan Fmandal Services Uconca Holdes Number 227232
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Parish Advisory Council It is amazing to think that we are nearly half

.. ] . way through 2021. Over the last 6 months, the
Benjamin Leschke - Pastoral Assistant Pastoral Advisory Council have continued to

w»m Meet each month to continue their work to ‘reimagine’ how we
wa can be ‘Parish’. The Council works with Fr. Stephen to ensure
gl _S‘i consultation across all our communities is occurring. They
ﬁ 2 Parish Advisery assisted with the selecting of Easter Liturgies, and were
L Council

unanimously supportive of the recent Pentecost Multicultural
o= ﬂ W communities that make up our great Parish! The Council have

#= | Mass. Lawrence Risati co-ordinated the many cultural

£ also been working on a Parish Dinner for 2021; Jan Allery is
"| assisting Fr. Stephen with the planning. More information about
i4 | the dinner will be announced in the coming weeks.
=»=| Another area the Council is contributing to communlty
engagement is by utilising thelr own skills and talents and working within the community in a more
formal way. Kathy Bianchi has taken on music as a responsibility. Kathy is working with all the
musicians across the parish to develop and re-imagine music over the next 12 months. All musicians
are meeting for afternoon tea on 12 June to start re-imagining!

Graeme Rosewarne has taken on the responsibility to work with Mass Coordinators to review and
manage our volunteer rosters. A lot of work goes into rostering 300 volunteers across all Masses, and
Graeme is going to collaborate with all 14 Mass Coordinators to improve our volunteer program. Our
community is built on volunteers so it is important that we continue to focus on our volunteer
ministries.

The Pastoral Advisory Council is currently focussed on a number of activities that celebrate St.
Joseph. Pope Francis declared the Year of St. Joseph, which will run up to December 2021. If you
have any feedback for the Council or have any questions please contact one of the members.

g et e Brypan S of ol ok St Juma ),

B & &

Soranie Rira o Ordnne Jo vy LT Proee Sl

Golden Wedding Celebration

Ken and Eileen Baker were married for 50 years in 2020. We had a little gathering with family and
friends. We are very blessed to be able to have 50 years together. We have always been in the
Eastern Heights and St Mary’s Parishes. We are also blessed with .

two children and six grand children.
&7

Words from Matthew Arnold

“And we are here as on a darkling plain
Swept with confused alarms of struggle

and flight, Free Assessment " o g
Where ignorant armies clash by night.” & Trigl Lesson /% "000 " oOee o2 &K )
“Life is not a having and a getting, but a o 3812 2923

being and a becoming.” 1 Martin St, Woodend, Ipswich

swimfactory.com.au




EASTER 2021

This year, parishioners were hoping for a full Easter |

celebration of Holy Week. Unfortunately, Covid hs"
reared its ugly head again. So that the planned
services had to be cancelled. However, on
Thursday morning the quarantine restrictions were
lifted. A bit too late for the Mass of Last Supper to
be held, but a Mass was celebrated on Holy

Thursday night.

The rest of the Triduum did go ahead to plan and the parish came out in full force (after registering
online of course and observing all Covid guidelines). On Good Friday, the Hive once more contributed
their dramatisation of the Way of the Cross at 10.00 at
St Mary’s; always presented with simplicity and
solemnity. Then in the afternoon, the Adoration of the
Cross took place.

The Vigil, as always, was well attended, beginning with
the uplifting entrance of the fire into the darkened
church. During the Vigil, the RCIA candidates and
catechumens were fully received into the Church. The
water for the Baptisms was processed to the Font and
then poured into it to overflowing; symbolic of Christ’s
Baptism in the Jordan. Then, the newly baptised
processed into the church again up onto the Sanctuary,
dressed in white as an outward sign of their new life.
They were joined by the
Catechumens for the Laying
on of Hands and Blessing
by the three priests.

Afterwards, a small
celebration was held in the
Presbytery. Congratulations
again to our newly initiated.
This Easter the Ipswich
Catholic Community A
welcomed 9 new Christians. =
May they all continue to
grow in faith.
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200 Years of Catholic Education
Fr James O’Donoghue

On 24th May the feast day of Our Lady Help | ¢
of Christians, Catholic schools celebrated 200 *& e /
years of existence with celebration Masses : B S =
being held in each Diocese throughout B ' ' e
Australia.

Fr John Joseph Thierry, who was the first
officially approved Catholic priest, arrived in
Sydney in May 1820 and wasted no time in
seeing that a school, providing sound
education was started. The school he began
in October 1820 continues today as the Marist
college in Parramatta

The celebrations of the Brisbane Archdiocese

were launched here in Ipswich, as the longest b A 20, e E
running school in the Archdiocese, St Mary’s b ————
Woodend, is within our Parish ) , I

In his first visit to [pswich, in September 1848,
Fr Eugene Luckie announced that a school
would be starting and within months had a
slab hut built that was a school room during
the week and a church on Sunday. The
colonial government of New South Wales ,
contributed £35 for its annual operations. You |~
could say that the Catholics started the '
Education of children in Ipswich

The school's growth from that time is v
extraordinary, as there are over 2 500 children
being educated on the Hill at Woodend today

The early schools were run by the laity, not
religious sisters and brothers.

The arrival of Mother Vincent Witty and the
Sisters of Mercy in 1863 was another step, as |
well as the arrival of the Christian Brothers in
1892 to look after the boys.

The contribution of the religious to education
over the past 200 years is enormous.

During the 1870's, government funding of

Australian Catholic Bishops made the brave
decision to go it alone.

Not until the Menzies era, of the 1960s, did
any significant government funding return. By
this stage more substantial numbers were
completing the 12 years in secondary school

A survey, over the past 200 years of Catholic education, reveals a
remarkable achievement of which we can be justly proud.

Friday, February 26th, the bicentenary of Catholic Education in
Australia celebrations was officially launched in the Brisbane
Catholic Education community. To commemorate this
extraordinary milestone Bishop Ken Howell celebrated a Liturgy of
the Word at St Mary’s Church, Ipswich, that was livestreamed.
Students from all over the South East attended. State and Federal |
Members of Parliament, Jennifer Howard and Shayne Newman,
also joined the celebrations.
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Francis Henry Underwood

Known as “Jack” to the Underwood clan, “Frank” to
his wife Phillis and everyone else; and “Dad”, “Pa”,
Grandad, Great-grandad; in his final days he insisted
on “Francis”.

He was a devout and holy man, a devoted and
loving husband, a family-centred man and a dutiful
servant of the state and the community. He had 3
pillars to his life — Faith, Family and Education.

He was born in Oakey. His father Ralph, a World
War | veteran and butcher, and his mother Emma
Pobar. He was 5th in a family of 4 girls and 2 boys:
His early schooling was at St Monica’s, Oakey and
he attended secondary school at Downlands
College. Downlands in war time left an indelible
experience on him as the school was relocated to 4
pubs in Dalby when the college became a military
hospital.

After school he attended the Queensland Teacher’s
College, Brisbane. After graduating as a primary
teacher mid-1945, he was dispatched to a series of
tiny country state schools, starting at Blackall mid-
1946 (where in his spare time he was a bookie’s
runner), Belah 1947, Inglewood 1948, Yelarbon,
Foremartin and Millwood in 1949.

He met Phillis Baskerville, also a country teacher, at
an inter-school sports day at Jandowae. They
married in 1950, living first in Millwood. It was a mark
of Frank’s strength of character that he stood up to
strong family objections to Phillis' religious
background to marry her. They were devoted to
each other and during Phillis’ long final illness he
provided her daily care and feeding, with Christ-like
self-sacrifice.

He pursued university studies, obtaining the BA and
BEd from UQ by correspondence.

Frank transferred to secondary school teaching and
they moved to Southport at the end of 1955. They
built a house there.

They then moved to Murgon, where Frank was
appointed Deputy Principal. Initially, they lived in a
house near Goomeri on a cattle station until the
school residence was built. They took the children on
long walks in the surrounding property. These
twilight walks in the country, love of outdoors, and
camping became a tradition.

Murgon is close to Cherbourg, the former Aboriginal
reservation. Frank was closely involved in supporting
the Cherbourg children in gaining access into the
high school. He had pleasant memories of his times
with the Cherbourg officials and kids. He always
remembered the hurtful behaviour of some local
officials in Murgon towards the Cherbourg children.

Frank was appointed as Principal of Thursday Island
State High from 1968-69. The very remote location
was a challenging assignment for them. It was an
amazing experience for the whole family to be
immersed in the rich Island culture. Frank started a
lifelong friendship with the Anglican bishop of

Carpentaria, Eric Hawkey,
based there.

The family moved to Pittsworth
in 1970, as Frank wanted to be
near his father in Oakey and
Phillis’ family in Jandowae and
Toowoomba.

In 1974, Frank was finally
transferred to Ipswich as
principal of Ipswich State High
at Brassall. Unfortunately the great flood came the
day after he moved his books into his office and the
school was completely inundated.

He was then promoted to Inspector of Schools,
travelling the state and commuting to Toowoomba
where he was appointed as a regional inspector. As
an inspector he visited every state high school in the
state.

The family home in Ipswich became the focus for the
8 children, 25 grandchildren and 19 great-
grandchildren, their spouses, friends and extended
family. He got to nurse his youngest Great-
grandchild, Harvey Michael, in Sydney just a few
weeks ago.

He and Phillis supported everyone in the family in all
kinds of ways. Houses were painted, grandkids were
minded, fed, clothed and changed, walks were
taken, dinners delivered, mowing money provided,
homework was supported, assignments were
assisted, being a survey subject was tolerated,
interstate transfers had an accompanying driver and
companion, sports days were attended, calls were
made, conversations were accepted, and advice
provided. Prayers were made.

Frank was an enthusiastic member of the
Queensland History Teachers’ Association. He had
been active in Rotary and was involved with The
One People of Australia League (OPAL) in earlier
days.

He was an accomplished traveller traversing the
state for work, travelling the country with the family.
Even this year he had a great adventure touring
Tasmania with Dave.

In retirement he stepped up his involvement with
friends and colleagues carrying on the good works of
Vinnies caring for the less fortunate, and was a
lifelong member of the Knights of the Southern
Cross.

He had some serious health issues in later life, but
he overcame them and always kept fit. He strove to
hear daily mass, even in defiance of Covid. He was
delighted with arrival of new hearing aids in his last
year. It ended a period of isolation from the world.
New technology reconnected him. He mastered
voice calling on his smart phone, getting the weather
and key events from Google when his eyes and
fingers failed him. He enjoyed exploring topics old
and new from Wikipedia. At Sunday dinner
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remarking he had learned more on the subject at hand in an afternoon than in his whole life.

His love of literature and poetry was born during his childhood and educational years. It was not
uncommon for him to burst out with an appropriate verse. He read widely, from Literature to Non-Fiction,
lighter reading including Asterix and Obelix, Footroot Flats, Joliffe, Mad magazine, many of which
mysteriously found new homes amongst various grandchildren.

He would often recite this favourite prayer, O Lord, support us all the day long in this troublous life, until the
shadows lengthen, and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and
our work is done. Then, Lord, in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at the last.

Amen.
From the eulogy given by his family

St. Joseph's Conference additional $13780.
: i Also, the Ipswich Community Support Centre, St
Vinnies Update Barbara’s Conference, saw 107 people at the

Centre, and assisted with the placement of 12
people into new accommodation at the corner of

This quarter we helped 95 families - including 113 . ;
adults and 117 children. We were able to distribute g?;égg%vlzggegﬁﬁiﬁﬁz ﬁ]ytﬁgar]r;%:lng for around

$4,155 in food vouchers, $227.60 in clothing and
pharmacy, $1,871 in furniture and $1,835 in food
(value of food very generously donated by
parishioners of the Ipswich Catholic Community).
We also assisted with payment of rent of $860.

As always we are extremely thankful for your
continuing generosity of food, monies and prayers
but we are still in need of new members to assist in
our outreach to those in most need in our
community. If you would like to discuss how you
could help please feel free to call me: 0408 018627.

accommodation. As well in the quarter St Barbara’s
outlayed over $11000 on other furniture, some
rental assistance and clothing and food, including
the food donated at the parish churches each
Sunday.

Following our talk at the masses prior to Easter,
seeking more people to assist in our mission, we
have had a number of people come forward, for
which we are very grateful. If there are any
parishioners still considering our invitation | would
be happy to have a chat to explain exactly what is

Lyn Molenaar (President) involved. AGAIN OBLIGATION FREE!! My number
St. Mary's Conference is 0418 618604.

During the quarter we assisted 207 families inthe  Thans to the Ipswich Catholic Community for your
Ipswich and Rosewood area. Through the generous ongoing support

generosity of our donors we were able to provide of money and grocery 5,4— - <

$13,096 in food vouchers, $2635 in clothing and items. Aiways much
furniture, and $1845 in other In-Kind donations. We appreciated.

ey V)

were also able to assist 13 families who sought help 54 Bless i hrﬁ*
with back to school expenses, such as laptops, ) . .
books and uniforms. This accounted for an Paul Cervetto (President) |

On 10th March, St. Joseph’s Day was celebrated at St. Joseph’s . .

Church, North Ipswich with a Wine & Cheese night. Wine & Cheese Night for

Evening Prayer was followed by the said Wine and Cheese. The St Joseph
delicious, eminently suitable goodies brought along were shared
and enjoyed by the parishioners who attended. An evening of community spirit and good fellowship.
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June Hunter, mother, aunty, nanny, great nanny, friend, will
June Hunter be remembered as a happy, tenacious, resilient, resourceful,
compassionate, generous, practical and, cunning woman
whose mantra always remained: “I only want you to be happy.”

June was born at the start of the Great Depression on 28th May 1931. This influenced her childhood
in New Farm; she learnt to be careful and practical with precious resources. She helped her parents,
Henry and Ethel Makinson, preparing and delivering butter on foot and by horse-drawn wagon.

At 10, following the birth of her brother John, the family moved to a farm near Geham. She attended
the State School there, enjoying domestic science classes; spilling acid on her dress during class one
day; having no trouble getting boys to catch her horse for her after school so she could take Jo and
John home; and attending her first dance at the Cabarlah Hall.

After finishing school at 14, she helped on their small dairy farm at Grandchester in 1945. During this
time, she first met Ron at a dance in Grandchester. A few years older than her, he was an electrical
apprentice at the Railway Workshops, North Ipswich. To earn extra income, at 16, June boarded with
her Aunty Eva in Woodend, working in a café/drapery store beneath Whitehouse’s Restaurant Nicholas
Street. On weekends, she would return by train to Grandchester. On Sunday nights, Ron would walk
June home from Ipswich station. At 20, they married on 2nd June 1951 in St Mary’s.

Ron had always intended marrying June from the first time they met, buying land in Tivoli and
building a garage to live in while working full time. They built the family home, one bag of cement a
week — all they were rationed post-war times — and one row of bricks at a time. Ron began working in
the Dinmore mines as an electrician; June was raising her children: lan, our dear Kathy (RIP), Gary,
Sue, Chris, and Mary Ann as well as Andrew, David and Jeffrey. Her other devotion was to serve her
local community.

June’s dedication to building a home and raising her nine children was remarkable. Her daily prayer
was: “God, | want to ask you to keep, my family safe and sound. Come and fill their lives with
confidence, for whatever fate they’re bound.”

Her legacy was her service and community involvement:

o Raising Andrew, David and Jeffery her nephews
Care of Sylvie — a promise made to Sylvie’s mother
Care for granddad Makinson
Involvement in school and parish life
Helping at St Vinnie’s in fellowship with Vinnies’ women
Studying a Diploma of Religious Education to teach R.E. at Tivoli State School
Involvement with the Cursillo movement which she regarded as the start of her real education
about spirituality, Vatican Il and the role of women in the church and the world;

Support and involvement with the Christian Brothers Parents group;

Support, with Ron, for the Bethel Community for people suffering and recovering from trauma;
Membership of the Ipswich CWL

Care and love for Kathy and Ron, especially during their illnesses.

The last 10 years of Ron’s life, recovering from cancer operations at Tugun’ were probably the
happiest years of her life , epitomising her gift, her legacy and her inheritance to her family.

During the last 20 years of June’s life, after Ron’s death, she was totally blind. She surrendered her
independence, following a fall at Horan Street moving into aged care at Mermaid Waters.

She loved remembering family birthdays and news of newborns, sharing news on Tuesdays, making
new friends at Tricare and praying for “faith, hope, trust and wisdom”.

Her favourite song was “The Carpenter”

“Love your neighbour like your brother and your sister

Treat your brother and your sister like a friend

Always turn the other cheek

Help the weary and the weak

Make the time for young and old

And as your life unfolds

Each kindness that you’ve shown

Will be the nails and hammers

As you build your final ladder

In the manner of the carpenter of old.”

She wanted to say at her funeral: “When | die, | will be happy. But | will miss you all — as long as you
remember that | will still be around!”
In the end after all is said and done — love conquers all and life
goes on.

Thanks Mum. We miss you and we love you too. From the eulogy given by her family
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Religious formation for the young child
Bernadette McAndrew

A little over 20 years ago a religious formation ministry for
children was commenced in the Ipswich Catholic Community.
This ministry is called the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and | .
we are pleased to say that our doors are still open in 2021. The |
ministry has a very special, unique name called the Atrium (a
prepared environment) and is based on the Montessori principles
of education. This allows children to hear the Gospel through the
use of sensorially rich materials. The children are free to work
with these materials that represent essential moments of the ~
Christian message. The primary goal of the Atrium is to offer children a ‘dwelling place’ where their
relationship with Jesus Christ can deepen and grow. We are very
grateful to St Mary’s Primary School for the use of a room
underneath the Year one classrooms. Without this space it would |
not be possible to offer the Atrium.

Karen Brennan and | have been with this ministry for the entire
20-21 years and have been supported by so many parishioners
throughout this time. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
The children and the families we have served over these years
have increased and sustained our own personal faith journey in
SO many ways.

In a new development for the Atrium, we are extending the
ministry to include infants and toddlers. Fr Stephen is very
supportive of this new initiative, seeing it as an opportunity to offer
our younger age group and their families a place
where they can gather with other families. A space at
Mater Dei in Saddliers Crossing will be used to set up
the environment and the Montessori principles for 0-3
years will be incorporated in the activities. We are
hopeful that this group will commence in July. We will
keep you posted through the parish website and
newsletter.

Currently this ministry is offered to children from the
age of 3-12 years and there are sessions conducted in
the afternoons during school term. Please contact
Bernadette McAndrew on 0417797302 or email
amcandre@bigpond.net.au for more information about
these sessions.



mailto:amcandre@bigpond.net.au
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The Primary Schools are as busy as ever

St Joseph's: In May students
enjoyed visiting Lone Pine Koala
Sanctuary. Later in May, families,
am students g5
$ and staff
J| danced
T the night

: "at the Bty §
Let's |

M Glow Crazy Disco. Wh|Ie
there was 'no better way to
‘ celebrate KIdS Matter

Immaculate Heart: In
November, P&F
volunteers organised the
Colour Explosion Fun
Run, raising valuable
funds. The February
School Renewal Dinner
was a great evening. The E
National Simultaneous \
Storytime launched in
May, with 'Give Me Some
Space!’ by Ph|||p Buntlng, '
'the o
children
enjoyed
watching
astronaut,
Dr Shannon
Walker,
read the
story all the
way from
space'.

St Mary's: In February
students attended the
Project Compassion
launch at St Stephen’ s
Cathedral,
accompanied by
Sacred Heart &
Immaculate Heart. The g
Tallebudgera Year 6

St Brigid's: St Brigid’s Movie Night was 'an Camp was an exciting [/
awesome evening!' in May. The Mother's Day full on time. In March, A
Breakfast was a highlight, all the mothers enjoyed staff underwent

themselves. April, saw Cross Country Action. annual CPR refresher
: training.

Thank you to the schools for kindly permitting publication of these photos from their Facebook pages.
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After the 2020 ‘at
home’
ANZAC Day 2021 by Robyn Harm neighborhood

celebrations of
Anzac Day, everyone was very ready to commemorate such an important
event again, as a community. There were murmurs of wanting to do the
same as last year. Families and friends took to their footpaths and
together in silence remembered those who had fought in the world
theatres of war throughout the last century. There was something reverent
about those celebrations - something more personal. Yet 2021 was to get
back to the ‘real’ services of the past, together at the numerous honour
stones, memorial statues and parks around Australia and New Zealand.

The Woodend Service, held by the St Edmunds Old Boys’ Association,
was well attended despite Covid restrictions — for the first time on the St
Mary’s College Oval. Thanks to Jim Madden MP and member of the OlId
Boys, who was Master of Ceremonies, for organlzmg and promoting the
event. Members of the local community and
the schools took part. Fr Stephen, from
Ipswich Catholic Community, said the opening
prayer. Captains of the local colleges of St
Mary’s, St Edmunds, Boys and Girls
Grammar, read the story of Private Michael
Mclnerney who lived in Woodend before
WW1, whose name appears on the Woodend
Honour Stone. Music was provided by the
band, ‘Life of Riley’ which has played at these
services for many years. The National Anthem
of New Zealand was sung in Maori as
arcopello and in English by Ipswich State High
School student, Andrew Lemalama. The
Australian National Anthem was sung by
senior girls from St Mary’s College. The ok R :
attendees enthusiastically sang along to both. The Ode was reC|ted by Frank Byrne former student of St
Edmunds and former Leading Aircraftman RAAF. The Last Post and Rouse were played by Oscar
Schultz of Boys Grammar, while the crowd stood silent and reflected.

A temporary memorial was set up in the grounds and then, after the service, the wreaths and flowers
were moved to the Honour Stone. Piper Don MacSween played while members of local, state and
federal governments, schools, community groups and families, laid the wreaths. The closing song was
Australia’s unofficial anthem, ‘Waltzing Matilda’. Everyone joined in.

Again because of Covid restrictions, the usual sausage sizzle, cuppa and Anzac biscuit were prevented
from happening. It was great to catch up with people from the local community, pay respects at the
Honour Stone and then head off home or to another ceremony or parade. Lest We Forget - We Will
Remember Them.

» 1hank you to the Pine Mountain and ) )
g Districts Historical Society for organising a At Pine Mountain

| ¥ great Anzac Day Service. Jim Madden

The Pine Mountain Honour Stone is located
next to Pine Mountain Road near the junction with Russell’s Road next to the

Lockyer Troop in attendance. My uncle, Albery
§ De Berg, was a member of the 2nd Light

in Palestine and lies in peace in Jerusalem.

It was wonderful to see the 2nd Light Horse
Lockyer Troop in attendance at the Pine
Mountain Anzac Day Service as my uncle
Albery De Berg was a member of the 2nd Light
Horse. Sadly he was killed in action at Jericho in Palestine and lies in =
peace in Jerusalem.

(Photos reproduced from his Facebook page, with kind permission of Jim Madden M.P.)

Troopers Bailey & Henrichs
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What’s being read around the parish ...

Alex Masszauer has
been

engrossed in:
Personally
Speaking by Walter
Murdoch and M l N D
The Closing of the

American Mind by e

Alan Bloom, the ALLAN Bl 00M
controversial,

bestselling critique of American culture and
education.

CLOSIN

oF THE

AMLHI(,AN

Robyn Harm has just been absorbed
by The Promised Land by Barack
Obama. As well as finding useful
insights from, Type 1: The Moral
Perfectionist, from The Enneagram
Collection. The first type in the
ancient personality typing system that

. e identifies 9 types of
people and how they
relate to one another,
what motivates them, their fears, and
how best to interact with others.

Christene Hall just finished, Song of
a Captive Bird by Jasmin Darznik,
a novel about the Iranian poet Forugh
Farrokhzhad, who defied Iranian
society to find her voice and destiny.
She also is enjoying, The New
Neighbours by Diney Costelloe, a
quiet cul-de-sac on the edge of a
university town is disrupted by a

DARZNIK

DINEY COSTELOE

house being sold to students. The The N.
residents are aghast. What happens 5 R
when they move in to reveal what is NQ‘QA&“‘M’

going on beneath the charming
facades.

Helen Wood read and thoroughly
recommends, Hillbilly Elegy: A
Memoir of a Family and Culture
in Crisis By J. D. Vance. A
deeply moving memoir with sharp
humour and vividly colourful
figures, of how upward mobility
really feels, as well as being a
troubling meditation on the loss of
the American dream.

Hillbilly Elegy

i O\J()

-\PI IVE
ISIRD 8
J\S\\l\ \‘

i

al

g
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. Turner and DI Luc Callanach are

{ around the globe.

. Michelle Wood is enjoying, Return

Maggie Christiansen is an avid
reader and her latest reads are:
This has been absolutely lovely
by Jessica Dettmann, The
charming, sharp and fun read of a
chaotic family with Molly the
millennial home organiser about to
have her first baby,

This Has Been
Absolutely

Lovely

JESSICA DETTMANN

Once Upon a Lie by Lisa
Ballantyne, A

§l compelling story, with
a shock ending.
Brilliant!

Fanny Blake il

Tho

The Long Way Home by Fanny
Blake, is set in the UK and 1950s
Paris, about four generations of

secrets that get passed on.

Home Like Ours by Fiona Lowe, a
small town’s cosy complacence is
upset when 3 women with wildly
different loyalties are forced

y together. Secrets and lies are
revealed.

Perfect Kill by Helen Fields, her
latest in the D.I. Callanach series.
| Another gripping thriller - DCI Ava

working on separate cases that Perfect
soon collide, shockingly involving Kl"
men and women being shipped to S O
France being traded for women

trafficked into Scotland.

Colleen Wood loved Around the
World in 80 Plants by Jonathan
Drori. An inspirational and J
beautifully illustrated book that tells &i84
the stories of 80 plants from ‘

of the Thief by Megan Whalen
Turner. The sixth and concluding
novel in her brilliant Queen’s Thief
series. Set in a world related similar
to that of Ancient Greece, where the
gods sometimes randomly intervene.




| Solution: See below

Jesus Healed a Blind Man Spot the Differences

Compare the picture on the top with the picture on bottom. Circle the 10 things that are different.
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Spot the Difference
Solution

1. Child missing at
top of stairs

2. More foliage on
bushes

3. Man at foot of
stairs has purple
shoulder cloth

4. Line missing in
wall

5. Jesus has different
coloured diagonal
belt

6. Blind man has
green instead of
grey belt

7. Disciple has
missing cloth
around neck

8. Man behind
disciple is missing
diagonal belt

9. Jesus' foot is
hidden

10. Plant in foreground
missing

Mystery Pictures Identified
1. Pew shadow on column (St. Mary’s)
2. Vase shelf in pedestal of statue of St

Joseph

3. Organ pedal
4. Church bell rope (St. Mary’s)
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Discovering Sophia: God's Wisdom Within

A Quiet Weekend with opportunity to explore our life story and our experiences of the wisdom growing
within us since the moment of our birth...Sophia, the wisdom of God within.
Come and experience a time of guided prayerful reflection

YV
Facilitated by Grace Harwood (Dragonfly Ministries) \‘V\“/
Dates: Friday 18 June 6pm to Sunday 20 June 3pm ‘/i3

Place: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Wellington Street, Ormiston

Cost: $370 ($340 for pensioners, f/t students and unemployed) includes all accommodation, meals (an
additional fee for those with special diets of any kind), resources, spiritual direction and facilitation.
To register or enquire contact: grace@dragonflyministries.net.au or 0409 524 283 (also Grace)

Public Rosary - 10 October

A big THANK YOU to everyone who worked so &
hard to make the 2020 Public Rosary held on
10 October, a success with all the restrictions
and protocols for the Covid-19. Chairs and the
shade canopy were set up. Everyone pitched
in with the setup and cleaning. The restrictions
unfortunately meant that there was no
community sharing of food and drinks.

A lovely celebration of the feasts of Our Lady
of the Rosary and our Lady of Fatima. It was
held at the Fatima Grotto to the side of St
Marys Church. 50 people and a dog joined in
the praying of the Angelus and the joyful
Mysteries of the Rosary.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this
public rosary memorable. Special thanks to
Rosalia, Marie, Benjamin, Fr James & Fr
Stephen for all the logistics.

Pz s /27027 £op2P2280798725

- G llines, kitchen linen, chidren’s
clothes, babywares, baptrsral gowns
& brbs, hanadpmame foys, cards, craf,

7 feshwalter pearts and collectables.

B
- Right on the Mall, i
Ground floor, P
. Walker Pender Building Q’

Phone: 0412 357 659

< =
Q ~ By SUPPORTING US YOU ARE CONTRIBUTING ?

TOWARDS THIRD WORLD DEVELOPMENT
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CWL NEWS
Agnes Byrne

Our very quiet 2020 Covid
year came to an end with o
the celebration of our catered Christmas lunch for
Members and our Parish Priest Fr. Stephen Bliss
ofm and our Assistant priests. Everything was done
as per Covid restrictions, and we enjoyed being
able to get together.

At the start of the year, two members attended a
successful Fashion Parade run by the CWL
Archdiocese to raise funds for Beyond Blue.

Members also attended a Planning Meeting to help
with the World Day of Prayer which was organised
by St. Paul's Church of England this year. This day
was very well attended by all denominations.

Our own first House Mass for the year was held on
our Meeting Day in March with Fr Stephen
presiding, and our fortnightly Bridge afternoons
have recommenced after being cancelled all last
year.

Our March Fundraiser went ahead - a series of
short plays at the Incinerator Theatre -followed by a
delicious supper. This took a tremendous amount of
work and organising because of Covid, but we had
a full house and it was enjoyed by all. Thanks to all
those who did so much to make it happen.

God Bless. Pat Minz (President)

Two Minute Homilies Hit Parade

The Archdiocesan website continues ‘Two
Minute Homilies” Check out our old friends:

Fr Peter
Dillon,
Sixth
‘ Sunday
of
Ordinary
Time
L 2021.
A “We
clearly know that Jesus clearly understood the
price of suffering, but he wanted the listener to
know that it was not just the suffering of the
individual but the whole community would be
diminished until all were made whole and well
again.” .

R

Fr Neville Yun, First Sunday of Lent 2021.
“The Holy i :
Spiritis in a
way testing
our
character
and asking
who we
truly place
our faith in;
ourselves or
God?” .

(e 0 e L]

\ V/l Il

np

came to remember.

local parishioners.

November Remembrances

On 1st November, prayers were held at Warrill Park
',’ & Cemetery, with approximately 60 family and friends

Later in the month, the annual Blessing of the Graves
Ceremony and Mass was held at St Michael’s Catholic
Church, Pine Mountain. Always well attended by the
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Fr Harry Chan WHAT IS THIS?
WHERE IS THIS?
The Ipswich Catholic
Community has been
fortunate to have Franciscan
Friar, Fr Harry Chan
attending to Masses in the
absence of Fr Thomas;
# travelling up from the Kedron
8 Friary.

=== Pine Mountain

n[‘&% Parishioners

- at Pine
Mountain in

Solutions: see p 25

This is a very busy parish, with many events involving people and groups. We |AND DON'T FORGET
want to report all the full life of the Ipswich Catholic Community. However, we |OUR NEXT ACTION
don’t always know about these events. We need you to tell us what's PACKED EDITION,
happening. Please do. Think about writing an article. Or, if you don’t feel FEATURING THE

PARISH DINNER AND
comfortable writing, give us a call through the Parish Office (3281 2133) talk to | 4,/ oF THE ExcITING
us and we’ll write the article with you. LIFE OF OUR

Team Talk About PARISH ...

The Presbyterian church called a meeting
to decide what to do about their squirrel
@M' ve infestation. After much prayer and
consideration, they concluded that the
squirrels were predestined to be there, and they should not interfere with God’s divine will.
At the Baptist church, the squirrels had taken an interest in the baptistry. The deacons met and
decided to put a water-slide on the baptistry and let the squirrels drown themselves. The squirrels
liked the slide and, unfortunately, knew instinctively how to swim, so twice as many squirrels showed
up the following week. The Lutheran church decided that they were not in a position to harm any of
God’s creatures. So, they humanely trapped their squirrels and set them free near the Baptist church.
Two weeks later, the squirrels were back when the Baptists took down the water-slide.
The Episcopalians tried a much more unique path by setting out pans of
whiskey around their church in an effort to kill the squirrels with alcohol g
poisoning. They sadly learned how much damage a band of drunk squirrels

can do. ‘
But the Catholic church came up with a more creative strategy! They baptized ”

all the squirrels and made them members of the church. Now they only see

them at Christmas and Easter.

Not much was heard from the Jewish synagogue. They took the first squirrel m
and circumcised him. They haven’t seen a squirrel since.

The Talkabout Team is grateful for the continued support of local firms and organizations who
advertise in our magazine. Their donations help us to meet the expenses of photocopying, layout and
printing. We urge our readers and parishioners to support these advertisers as your need arises. Our
advertisers are ~ Blackall Street Butchers ~ First Forest Funerals ~ Greg Rowe Optometrist ~
Peter McMahon’s Swim Factory ~ Red Diamond Financial Group ~ Simplicity Funerals.




