
   

 

parables: the Good Shepherd in 
chapter 10, and the Vine and the 
Branches in Chapter 15.  

Parables deal 
with life right 
where it’s lived: 
in the real 
world. Never-
Never Land is 
off limits. 
Settings and 
characters are 
drawn from the 
listeners’ 
normal range 
of experience. 

Unfortunately, the social scene 
so familiar in Jesus’ day is largely 
unfamiliar now. Therefore, the 
day-to-day situations 
encountered by Jesus’ 
contemporaries must be 
reconstructed to recapture the 
original flavour of the story.  
While we can grasp the gist of 
Jesus’ parables without much 
knowledge of life as it was lived 
by his peers, our insights are far 
richer when we place ourselves 
within the scene. When I was 
doing school retreats, I would 
frequently ask students to do this. 
They recast the story in a 
contemporary setting, retaining 
the characters, the original 
elements of the plot, and the 
moral of the story. In these 
versions, the abused person 
might be a person of colour or 
other minority, an AIDS patient, a 
homeless person, a migrant 
worker, or a trafficked woman or 
child. News stories often provide 
the context. The respected 
individuals or agencies who 
looked the other way become 
various government, religious, 
and social leaders who would be 
expected to demonstrate some 
responsibility, if not compassion. 
The champion of the afflicted is 
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I have yet to encounter someone who 
doesn’t enjoy a good story. One of the 
first phrases preserved in our memories 
is, “Once upon a time.…” Teachers lace 
their classes with fictional examples that 
clarify their themes. Speakers frequently 
lead off with an anecdote to relax the 
audience and whet their appetites for the 
meatier message. Through this inventive 
format, politicians woo undecided voters 
and parents pacify their children and 
even priests get people to listen more 
when we share a (personal) story.  Over 
the next few months we will listen and 
reflect over Gospel stories/parables….. 
One of history’s most able storytellers 
was a young itinerant Jewish teacher 
named Jesus of Nazareth, whose 
folktales are usually characterized as 
parables. The word parable comes from 
the Greek parabole, meaning to put 
concepts or 
items side 
by side for 
comparison. 
Not all 
authorities 
agree that 
the parable 
is a distinct literary form unto itself - such 
as the simile, metaphor, allegory, and 
proverb - but some things about 
parables are certain:  
•  Unlike fables, parables are true to life. 
•  Parables depict situations and 

characters drawn from everyday life. 
•  They differ from traditional morality 

tales in that there’s a twist to the tale.  
•  They leave us with more questions 

than answers and open the door to 
dissimilar interpretations.  

 Jesus was an innovative practitioner of 
this instructional art, but it was equally 
familiar to Jewish teachers of his day. 
Estimates of the number of parables 
range from thirty-five to seventy-two, the 
higher figure including sayings that 
others would call similes or metaphors. 
The parables of Jesus are preserved 
almost exclusively in the synoptic 
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The 
Gospel of John records only two 

often the one most feared or 
hated by the victim. A 
potential problem with Jesus’ 
parables is the number of 
times we’ve heard them. Far 
from lulling us into a 
comforting sense of security, 
parables should confront us, 
jar us, act as an unexpected 
dash of ice water in the face. 
Parables take common 
occurrences down 
uncommon paths. They 
upset customary concepts of 
right and wrong, good and 
bad, acceptable and 
objectionable.  
Recast the latest parable 
you hear in a contemporary 
mould. Moving the setting 
closer to home may restore 
its cutting edge and inspire 
you to re-examine your life 
and environment anew. As 
new insights arise from this 
fresh glance at Scripture, 
write them in a journal and 
reflect on them. Share them 
with me, and I‘ll use them in 
my homily!!  
I pray often that I don’t 
become complacent to the 
Gospel stories.  

From Fr. Stephen’s Desk  

Parables: life right where it’s lived  
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. It’s not every day that an existing parish is asked to ‘church plant’ in a local 
community. Certainly not in 2019 and in Australia. I am sure if one were to look 
at the parish boundaries, every part of Australia is covered! Did you know many 
of those parish boundaries were drawn up well over 100 years ago? So much 
has changed since then, especially in the Ipswich region. Communities no 
longer centre around the CBD and satellite communities are popping up all over 
the place. People prefer this type of living and people move around more often 
today, compared to 100 years ago. We are seeing growth within our own parish 
boundaries; one place is Ripley. The area that was once farmland is now a 
large community with over 7,000 people. Although the Ripley community is part 
of St. Mary’s Parish, the 25 minute drive is much longer today than a few 
decades ago. With our busy lives and with less time, people are drawn to things 
that are more convenient and more local. 

It is important that as church, we too change with the times and the needs 
of the community around us. The Archdiocese and our community has 
recognised the growth in the Ripley region and over the last 6 months worked 
towards establishing a “Ripley Catholic Community”. Our first Mass was held 
in Minka Place at 4:30pm on Sunday 7th July. Mass was celebrated by our 
Parish Priest, Fr. Stephen Bliss OFM, and was attended by approximately 60 
people. Mass is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month, and we hope 
to grow our community over the next few years.  

If our community continues to grow (which I am sure it will), Minka Place 
will probably become too small to hold Mass. How wonderful would it be if the 
Ipswich Catholic Community was involved in building a church at Ripley for 
our children and grandchildren in which to celebrate Mass for the next 100 
years. 
 

 

 

 

Ripley Catholic Community 
Benjamin Leschke - Lay Pastoral Assistant 

Daily Meditation  

The simplest spiritual discipline is some degree of solitude and 

silence. To be with our own thoughts and feelings is probably the 

most courageous act most of us will ever do... Such silence is the 

most spacious and empowering technique in the world, yet it’s 

not a technique at all. It’s precisely the refusal of all technique. 

—from the book Yes, and...: Daily Meditations by Richard Rohr, OFM 
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On Sunday, 7 July, at 4:30pm, sixty 
members of the Ipswich Catholic Community 
assembled for the first Ripley Mass, which 
was celebrated at Minka Place, Ripley.  
Minka Place is a small community centre 
situated adjacent to the southern fence of 
the Ripley Shopping Centre, about 4 km 
south from the Cunningham Hwy/Ripley Rd 
roundabout. 

Approximately half the congregation 
consisted of local Ripley residents of all ages 
(from babies through to seniors).  The 
remainder of those present attended from 
many parts of the Ipswich Catholic 
Community in joyful support for their Ripley 
sisters and brothers in Christ. 

This mass was a truly wonderful occasion for many reasons, especially for its ‘WOW’ that both 
accompanied and underpinned the Readings and the Gospel, but which may not have been apparent to 
the majority in attendance, due to the seating arrangements.  Allow me to share. 

Just beyond the fence line, where Minka Place is situated, is a cleared, grassy knoll that rises gradually 
from east to west, parallel to Minka Place.  As young Nicholas Devlin began the First Reading, an adult 
female Eastern Grey kangaroo came into clear view, hopping up the ridge of this knoll.  She was followed 
by a young juvenile (not a joey) who was struggling, somewhat, to keep up with his mum, who paused 
occasionally to allow the young one to catch up and rest a little, before continuing. 

Your’s Truly was seated on a chair located against the northern wall, near the altar, with a clear view 
through the large window overlooking this ‘living’ analogy that was transpiring on the knoll.  To my left, sat 
Mr Jim Madden MP (State Member for Ipswich West) and to his left was Alex Masszauer (our Parish 
photographer).  I gently nudged Jim and nodded toward the large window.  He whispered; “I’m seeing it.” 

Then came the following excerpt from the First Reading: “As a mother comforts her child, so I will 
comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.  You shall see and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies 
shall flourish like the grass; and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord is with his servants.”  A shiver 
ran down my spine as I recalled the commentary in the BOTW (Break Open The Word — essential 
reading for all commissioned Ministers of the Word (Readers)): “It draws heavily on the image of a nursing 
mother.  This is used in two complementary ways.  The prophet first casts Jerusalem in the role of a 
mother suckling her newborn from breasts brimming with milk; in this case the people are invited to 
imagine themselves being nursed by a maternal holy city [Ripley].  Then he has God assume the role of a 
mother with a child at her breast; now they are to imagine Jerusalem [Ripley] being nursed and comforted 
by God.  In between this twofold image the prophet paints a picture of peace and wealth flowing like a 
river towards Jerusalem [Ripley], a hilltop city surrounded by arid land.” 

Later, the words of the Gospel of Luke, read by Fr. Stephen, included the following that Jesus said to 
the seventy: “Whatever house [Minka Place] you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!”  And if anyone is 
there who shares in peace [the Ripley Catholic Community], your peace will rest on that person; but if not, 
it will return to you.  Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the 
labourer deserves to be paid.  Do not move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and 
its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them: “The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.” ... “ 

Recalling the commentary in the BOTW: “There is a palpable sense of urgency about the mission.  The 
seventy are to travel light and in haste.  They 
are to stay in whatever house offers them 
hospitality — an allusion, perhaps, to the 
house churches [Minka Place] of the early 
Christian community.” 

Wasn’t this the very ‘living’ reason for taking 
the Mass to our community in Ripley and for 
our attendance in support of that community?    
WOW!! ...... ‘living’ WORD!! 

The ‘going out’ to Ripley 
John Cuthbert 
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MORE ABOUT WILLIAM JOSEPH LYNCH AND THE HIGH 
ALTAR 

The marble high altar is the most striking thing in St Mary’s church. At the end 

of the altar is an inscription “Erected to the memory of William Joseph Lynch 

and family March 19, 1919” 

Fr Horan said this of W.J. Lynch after his death in 1910: “ I have lost in the 

death of Mr Lynch the best and truest of friends, a most excellent helper in all 

difficulties, the most honest of men, one on whom I could implicitly rely under 

all circumstances. If I had a thousand lives, or millions of money, I could  trust 

them all to his care without the slightest fear.” 

Who was this “William Joseph Lynch”? If the presence of such a magnificent altar OUR altar - was in 

some way due to the life of William, then we should all know something about him. 

First thing about him: he was a teacher. Starting as a pupil teacher in the original Ipswich Catholic   

school, he was next placed by Fr Brun, priest-in-charge, (there were no parish priests until the 20
th
 

century), in a new Catholic school at Gatton. He spent some time at a new church school at Redbank, 

until Fr Horan sold it to the State Government. Lynch did the required exams and became a State School 

Teacher and was founding head of Dinmore State School, where he spent the rest of his life. His sister 

was his assistant, caring especially for the youngest girls, until 

he died, when she retired. Neither of them married. 

Mr Lynch made himself and his school community famous with 

their celebration each year of Arbor Day. Each year the 

newspaper gave a full page report of the day and the activities, 

including meals, which lasted until dusk. A small  group of 

mothers made sure each year that collections raised enough 

money for food for parents and children, and for a prizes to be 

given to every student. 

He was also praised for recovering the body of a person 

drowned in the nearby river; and also for 

helping, with the aid of older pupils, to rescue a 

lady from under an overturned buggy near the 

school. 

Newspaper sports writer “Old Sport” wrote of 

Lynch’s prominence in sporting circles. He did 

a lot more than play a few games of cricket 

and football in his youth. He was a great 

organizer. In cricket he became chairman of 

his local Dinmore Cricket Club, and when the 

combined Ipswich and West Moreton Cricket 

Association was inaugurated, Lynch was a 

founding vice chairman. He also helped start a 

Catholic Young Men’s Society cricket team. In 

football he founded the Bush Rats and 

remained their chair until the team changed. Beyond 

these normal sports, he was also involved in founding 

a Dinmore Rifle Club. 

Somehow W J Lynch found plenty of time to be 

thoroughly involved in church activities.  It was not 

enough “to go to weekly mass” as his eulogy 

emphasized. He was involved in the founding of the 

men’s branch   Sacred Heart Association and also of 

the Catholic Young Men’s Society. For the CYMS he 
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donated a prize at each 

annual meeting to the 

member who had brought in 

the largest number of new 

members. In the days when 

confirmation candidates did 

not have personal 

sponsors, Lynch was one of 

two sponsors for the male 

candidates. 

Lynch served Fr 

McGinty’s first mass 

in McGinty’s new 

stone church in 

1860. He was 11 

years old. When Fr 

Horan said the first 

mass (on a side 

altar) in our present 

St Mary’s, Lynch 

served at this mass 

too. He was then 56. 

(One of the 

obituaries claimed 

that he served the 

official first Mass 

later that day when 

the Cardinal officiated at the blessing of the church). 

It is ironic that in a government gazette declaration that he was 

now able to vote, Lynch’s address was given as “Catholic 

Presbytery.” After his brief stay in the Boys’ School behind the 

church, Lynch would become more and more involved in the 

priests’ activities. At the opening of all the new schools and 

churches in the greater Ipswich area, his name would be 

mentioned usually as a collector, or as being seated with Fr 

Horan. In one procession he joined Fr Horan in Horan’s buggy. 

At every bazaar to raise money for the convent or church or 

school, Lynch would be mentioned as being a collector at the 

door. He would be one of  the ushers of Eucharistic processions 

and often one of the canopy bearers. He also found time to 

personally organize concerts or dinners to raise money for 

Dinmore organizations or to farewell prominent citizens from his 

home area. 

In his will William J Lynch bequeathed £200 towards the 

erection of the altar.  

When we talk about the early days of St Mary’s, William J 

Lynch’s name should be one of the names that spring at once to 

mind.  
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This year's Multicultural Mass held on Pentecost Sunday, was once more a colourful, vibrant event.  

It began with the smoking ceremony conducted by Uncle Joe Kirk. He welcomed the congregation on 

behalf of the three Aboriginal Peoples of 

Ipswich 'coming together under God'. 

Margareta Lemon then was leader for the 

occasion. 

A horn sounded and music played to 

process the Word, accompanied by 

flowers and singing. The First Reading 

was in Filipino, with the Responses in 

Portuguese, Afrikaans and Filipino. The 

Second Reading was Malayagam. 

We were privileged to have four priests 

concelebrating the Mass, the Ipswich 

Catholic Community’s Fr Stephen, Fr John 

and Fr Thomas were joined by Fr 

Varghese Vavolil. 

Fr Thomas read the Gospel. Fr Stephen 

gave the Homily. He referred to 2019 

being the UN International Year of 

Indigenous Languages and Pope Francis' 

words that 'we need to be a culture of 

encounter'. The Church was born at 

Pentecost. We are blessed by the fruit of 

the disciples at Pentecost, no longer living 

in fear; so let us together seek the Holy 

Spirit, commissioned to be sent into the 

Multicultural Mass 

Michelle Wood 
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world overflowing with the peace and joy of the Holy Spirit,. May our 

community be richer as we gather in the diversity we are. 

We were invited to say The Lord's Prayer in our own languages and so we 

did and the syllables of these languages could be heard flowing throughout 

the church around each other. 

After the Thanksgiving hymn sung in Filipino, Margareta returned to the 

ambo. She thanked the organisers and communities who had contributed to 

the 'pot luck brunch’, as well as the schools which attended. The day then 

was to continue up at the Hall with the concert. She asked the congregation 

to leave from the front entrance, with the drumming ceremony. The drummers 

would then lead the way around the church to the Hall, with brunch set to 

begin at 10.30. ' 

Fr Stephen said a few more words of appreciation and told us that the bowl holding the Host was Samoan 

and been specially made for the occasion, with the altar cloth also made 

for this special day. 

A beautiful, faith filled celebration.  
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This now annual event took 
place at St Mary’s Primary 
School Hall on the night of 
Friday, 9 August. Over 19 
tables were filled with 
parishioners from across the 
Ipswich Catholic Community, 
friends from other parishes and 
friends and family of the Hive 
members. 

The night had 6 rounds- 
General Knowledge, Sport, 
Music, Movies, Pop Culture and 
Geography. 

The night was a fundraiser for 
the Hive to help support young 
people attending the Ignite 
Conference in September 
school holidays at Redcliffe. 
This conference supports young 
people in their faith and allows them to be exposed to the beauty of the 
church and the sacraments with 1 500 other young people  

The Hive raised over $3 000 from the Trivia Night. The members of the 
Hive are so grateful to those who attended. Although it is a fund- raising 
night, it is also a great opportunity to come together as a family and 
community and enjoy each other’s company.  

Thank you to all who came to our trivia night last night! We were 
overjoyed to be supported by so many and it was such an incredibly fun 
night. Thank you to those who worked to make this possible, for those 
who donated raffle prizes or cash donations. Thank you for everyone’s 
constant prayers. We truly would not be able to do what we do without 
you all!  

Trivia addicts should be on the lookout for the next Hive Trivia 
night in 2020. Until next year, 

The Hive Trivia Night 
April Coogan 
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*How did the exercise group come about? 
 I had been attending a group organised by Centacare at 
Booval and knew how beneficial the programme is for 
Seniors.  
*Whose idea was it? 
 I approached Father Stephen and arranged an interview 
with Kamal from Centacare to organise same. 
*How did you gauge community interest? 
 It was advertised in the Ipswich Catholic Community’s  
Newsletter to generate interest. 
 *How did Centacare become involved?  
They had been running the group at Booval. 
*How did you let people know about it and when did it start? 
Why use Mater Dei? 
Details were advertised in the newsletter. It started 
approximately nine months ago. Father Stephen was keen 
for the group to start and immediately offered 
Mater Dei 
*How does it get funding?  
As it is a group for Seniors we are 
encouraged to join My Aged Care and that 
way the participants don’t put out any money. 
* Who are the people who run the group and 
their names and qualifications?  
Adrianna is the facilitator and Darren the 
Physiologist. 
* What has been the response from the 
participants? Does it suit people’s needs? 
How many attend generally?  
The participants love the group, it suits the 
needs of the participants, we are advised to 
work to individual needs.  The attendance is 
down a little in winter months but maximum 
numbers are 16-18.  If the numbers increase 
we will have two groups and a second person 
to help with the group. 
 *Is there a social side to this group? 
Yes. After the exercise session is finished, 
participants are encouraged to stay for a chat, 
a cuppa and morning tea which is provided by 
the participants. 
 *When is the exercise session? 
Every Friday morning from 10 to 11am 
 *If people want to attend how do they do 
about it? 
Ring the parish office, which will give their 
details to the co-ordinator of the session and 
then they can attend. 
*Is there a need for a group at other centres, such as Rosewood or North Ipswich or Leichhardt and would 
it be possible to get funding for them too? 
 No, there is no need for other centres to have a group, 
as the people from other centres are encouraged to join 
this group 
* Can people get transport to the group?  
Transport can be organised through one of the agencies 
eg  Comlink etc. 
* What next? 
We would like a Craft Group if we had enough interest.  

An interview with Jan Allery about the exercise group at Mater Dei 
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The children at our primary schools always eagerly participate in the year’s calendar of activities.  
 
Immaculate Heart 
2019 Book Week at Immaculate Heart Primary school took on a creative element this year with each 
class decorating their classroom door with their favourite books. Catholic Education Week was full of fun 
lunchtime activities. The 2019 Park2Park Fun Run was an amazing success for Immaculate Heart Team. 
 

St Mary's 
The Green Team encouraged were supporting recycling at the Family Fun Day and also June 5, World 
Environment Day. Founder’s Day was celebrated in the Hall. The school also attended a Mother's Day 
liturgy with Fr Thomas at St Mary's Church 
St Brigid's 
St Brigid’s Celebrated Book Week with a costume parade of each Year. Catholic Education Week saw 

At the Primary Schools 



 11 

 

Sharing Random Acts of Kindness within the Rosewood Community. St Brigid’s parents slaved away at 
Bunnings raising funds for the 2020 Canberra Trip. A fund raising Wheel-athon was also a great success. 
Thank you to all three schools for kindly permitting Talkabout to publish these photos from their Facebook pages. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
St 
Joseph's 
There were 
great days 
and 

celebrations: with the annual Funday, St Joseph’s Day and Bookweek. 
Thank you to School Secretary, Judy Le-Bherz for these photos and 
attendant permission to publish them in Talkabout 
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For the last few years the Parish has been very fortunate to have parishioners who 
have given their time on a Sunday morning to welcome young families who present 
their children for Baptism each Sunday.  On behalf of the Parish thank you for your 
dedication and commitment to this ministry!    
As a Church we are forever seeking new ways to welcome young families, and in 
the Ipswich Catholic Community we do this very well though the celebration of the 
Sacraments.  However, as with any organisation these days, the vineyard is large, 
but workers are few!   
We all agree that hospitality is such an essential part of the outreach of the Church.  
If only for a brief time it is important for people to feel they are welcomed, and have 
a sense of belonging.  These are the two major factors we hear whenever we ask 
what people are seeking when they crossover the threshold of our doors. 
For this reason we began the ministry of hospitality specific to the families who 
come seeking baptism for their children.  Quite often our encounter with these 
families is brief and we can be discouraged by a lack of interest from some families.  
However, we need to keep persevering with our hospitality in the hope that a sacred 
spark will ignite in these families and they will be inspired to explore their own faith 
journey a little more. 
To continue this ministry of hospitality in the vineyard of the Ipswich Catholic Community we need your 
help!   Please consider joining the team of people who so generously give of their time to ensure people 
are greeted with a smile, and made to feel welcome.  Contact in the Parish Office via phone or email 
(pa.ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au) if you would like further information. 

HOSPITALITY FOR FAMILIES  - WHAT CAN WE DO AS COMMUNITY? 

Bernadette McAndrew  

Hymnfeast  is a fundraising 
venture organised by the 
Rosewood Scripture Union 
Group to raise monies for the 
work of Chaplains in the local 
State Schools. It is an 
Ecumenical event supported 
by all the local church 
communities in Rosewood.  
This year, St Brigid’s Church 
in Rosewood was the venue 
for the gathering. About 50 
people from all 
denominations joined 

together to sing a selection of hymns that represented 
the Liturgical cycle of the church year. Some were 
very familiar, some were very old and a few more 
modern selections were included. A history of each 
Hymn and its composer was provided by various 
members of the community.  
We were very proud to have our Seminarian, Jack 
Ho, as the guest speaker and his light-hearted 
portrayal of his personal story of, “What happens 
when the organist becomes the preacher” was very 
well received by all those present.  
Afterwards, everyone gathered in St Brigid’s Hall for a 
delicious afternoon tea and a chance to catch up with 
old and new friends from the various churches in 
Rosewood. A great afternoon fellowship was had by 
all.  

Hymnfeast 2019 

Carmel Luetchford 

Elaine Dale (left) and Judith Holznagel (right) from St Brigid’s 

catch up with Delma Nicol from Rosewood Uniting Church. 

St Brigid’s Parishioners Ian Luetchford and Pat and Bernie 

Lenihan enjoy a cuppa   
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The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Christian formation 
process for children aged 3 to 12 years, in which they experience 
and form an authentic, faithful relationship with God.  The 
Catechesis is grounded in scriptural and liturgical study framed by 
Maria Montessori’s principles of education.  This allows children to 
hear the Gospel through the use of sensorial rich materials.  The 
children are free to work with these materials that represent 
essential proclamations of the Christian Message. 

We are fortunate in the Ipswich Catholic Community that we have 
a dedicated space for this ministry in which to share with young 
families and their children.  We appreciate the generosity of St 
Mary’s Primary School, Principal and staff for making available a 
room on the bottom floor of the Early Years section of the school. 

At the moment, we offer two sessions per week for various ages.  
Mondays we welcome the older children from the ages of 6 years to 
12 years and on a Thursday we open our doors to the younger 
children from the age of 3 years.  Our goal in 2020 is to offer an 
opportunity for toddlers and their parents to begin their child’s faith 
formation as young as 18 months using this method.    

Next year, Karen Brennan and I celebrate 20 years working with 
children in this ministry, and even today we continue to be guided by 
the children as to their most essential needs to draw closer in their 
relationship with God.  Our own understanding of our faith journey 
has increased twofold having worked and trained using this method 
of faith formation with young children.  

Karen and I would love to pass on our experiences and love for this 
work.  We are keen to chat to anyone who has a desire to work with 
children in religious formation. 

If anyone would like to learn more about the work of the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd you can contact Bernadette McAndrew in the 
Parish Office via phone (32812133) or email 
pa.ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au  You can visit the Association’s 
website at www.cgsaust.org.au   

THE CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD  

(Ministry Formation for young children) 

Bernadette McAndrew  

http://www.cgsaust.org.au/
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From 18th to 20th July at the Ipswich Civic Centre, this year’s Combined Colleges’ Musical was Roald 
Dahl’s Matilda The Musical. Roald Dahl’s anarchic children’s book about a little girl with bright intelligence, 
wit and interesting powers of the mind, became the award-winning Matilda The Musical, that has 
captivated audiences all over the world.  

The day before the cast gave a sneak peak of the show, performing scenes before an enthusiastic 
audience in the hall.  

St Mary’s College newsletter reported the great success of the production: 

• I have bought tickets for other external productions & these kids and all their support crew provided 
a 100% more professional production. Wonderful performance- a credit to yourselves & your school! 

• Very impressive! It was like watching a professional show. 

• The talent in the youth of Ipswich is truly amazing. Everyone is 
to be congratulated for producing a wonderful show like Matilda. 

• It was AMAZING! 

• The performers were so good, that there were times I forgot I 
was watching a high school musical! Singing, acting, set design, 
production, music! Just brilliant. How talented! 

• I am truly blown away! 

• Wonderful performance by some very talented students. 

• Was blown away! What a great show- it’s a testament to the 
hard work put in by the cast and crew. 

• Wow wow wow! So proud of all the hard work and effort - the 
show was amazing! 

The above comments are just some of the many raving reviews from 
the audiences of this year’s Combined Colleges’ Musical - Matilda! 

Matilda - Combined Colleges’ Musical 
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The entire cast, crew and band should be congratulated on their incredible 
performances during week one of term three. Three showings of Matilda 
were COMPLETELY sold out! 

A huge thank you must also go to the wonderful staff who volunteered their 
time after school, on weekends and during holidays to produce this fantastic 
show. Special thanks to the following staff who formed the Musical 
Production Team: Narelle Thompson, Simon Paxton, Ciara Geoghegan, 
Amy Woodruff, Libby Courtice, Matt Jensen, Erin Kirkup and Courtney Fook. 

 

The Principals of both Colleges expressed their appreciation.  

St Edmund’s Principal, Diarmuid O’Riordan, ‘I would like to make special 
mention of Mrs Courtney Fook and Mr Simon Paxton who led the dedicated 
group of performers and staff. Well done to all involved.’ 

St Mary’s Principal, Judith Finan, ‘it was simply a wonderful production. The quality of the music, the 
singing, dancing, staging and choreography was superb. I cannot speak highly enough of our amazing 
staff and students who worked so hard to bring the show together. Each year we are amazed by the talent 
in our school communities.’ 

(Photos reproduced from St Mary’s College and St 

Edmund’s College Facebook pages, with kind permission  
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Over 650 million people throughout the world watched Neil Armstrong step out of the Apollo 11 Lunar 
Module onto the surface of the Moon on 20th July 1969. 

This reaching out to space, was closely followed by Pope Paul VI. He was always especially interested in 
space travel and often would observe the Moon through the telescope at the Vatican Observatory. 

He spoke about the moon mission in his weekly audience on 21st May, 1969, “We are all so dominated by 
images, by news, by the event of space travel, which is taking place in these days, that we cannot avoid 
making it the object of our brief meditation today. The eyes or, better, the thoughts of the world follow, 
once again, but perhaps this time with more intense interest, the astonishing itinerary of the astronauts, 
who go with unthinkable speed to explore closely the satellite of our earth, the quiet moon friend of our 
nights, with 
a changing 
face, cold 
and silvery. 
We look, we 
admire, we 

reflect; hopefully, we pray” 

Then on the 20th July, he was at Castel Gandolfo watching the live TV images of the moon landing, and 
looking through a telescope; he sent a message to the astronauts. “Honor, greetings and blessings to you, 
conquerors of the moon, pale lamp of our nights and 
our dreams. With your living presence bring to it the 
voice of the spirit, the hymn to God, our Creator and 
our Father…Glory to God! And honor to you, men 
architects of the great space enterprise! Honor to the 
responsible men, scholars, creators, organizers, 
operators! Honor to all those who made the daring flight 
possible! To you all honor, that you have somehow 
engaged! Honor to you, who, seated behind your 
prodigious apparatus, governed; to you, who notified 
the world of the work and the hour, which enlarged the 
wise and audacious dominion of man to the heavenly 
depths.” 

On the mission, the astronauts carried goodwill 
messages, the pope’s message quoted Psalm 8  “Lord, 
our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” 
The message was buried on the moon next to 
the American flag. 

Pope Paul met with the astronauts on the 
16th October, 1969. “It is with the greatest joy 
in our heart that we welcome you here today 
— you who have broken through the barrier of 
space to land on another world of God’s 
creation. He gave them a ceramic tile bearing 
an image of the Three Magi, as they like the 
astronauts were men of science who found 
their way by tracing the stars. 

They gave him several gifts, including moon 
rock', which is still at Castel Gandolfo. 

Apollo 11 and Pope Paul IV 
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 WHAT IS THIS?   
WHERE IS THIS? 

Solutions: see p 24 

Grace Harwood has been reading:  
Everything in its place by Oliver 
Sacks 
 
The Harp and 
The Ferryman 
by Helen Cox 
and Peter 
Roberts 
 
The Bread of 
Angels by 
Stephanie 
Saldana 
 

 
Charmaine McLeary 

recommends:  
The Moment of Lift by Melinda 
Gates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Masszauer just finished : 

The Old Man and The Gun by 

David Grann and  

 

Race to the Bottom of the Sea 

by Lindsay 

Eager.  

 

 

 

 

April Coogan is 

reading 

Searching for and Maintaining 

Peace by Fr Jacques Philippe  

 

 

 

Robyn Harm is engrossed in 

What Your Doctor Still Doesn’t 

Know: The Calcium Myth By 

Robert Thompson MD and 

Kathleen Barnes 

 

 

 

Any Ordinary Day 

by Leigh Sales is 

being read by  Kate Castles 

 

 

 

Maggie Christensen is looking 

forward to reading A Time for the 

Dead, the latest gripping crime novel 

by Lin Anderson featuring forensic 

scientist Rhona MacLeod, set on 

Scotland's Isle of Skye  

 

Sue Langworthy has been reading The Uncommon 

Reader by Alan Bennett, Sweet Tooth by Ian 

McEwan, Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colleen Wood is enjoying The 

Violinist of Venice, a fictitious 

story  about a woman following her 

music passions as a student (and 

lover) of Vivaldi  

What’s being read around the parish ... 

1 2 

3 
4 
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1st July saw the return of candle lighting to St Mary's Church. It has been many years since the lighting of 

candles was discontinued, the old brass stand was a dreaded cleaning task and the wax candles with their 

dripping and congealing added to the difficulties; not to mention the 

possible fire hazard. Over the years, many parishioners expressed a 

wish that they return to the church, as the lighting of a candle, as 

part of saying a prayer for a 

special intention, and especially to 

remember those who have died, 

has long been a tradition in the 

Catholic Church. Long stands of 

candles are a major part of 

countless Cathedrals and 

churches.  

That next Sunday, after Mass, saw 

a large number of parishioners 

lined up to light a candle for their 

special intentions and prayers. It 

was an impressive and moving 

sight. 

The new candle rack comes from 

Ireland and is produced by 

St Killians (http://

saintkillians.ie) and 

named the St. Killians 

Candle Burning 

System. The company advises that the system ' was 

invented to stop ongoing problems such as smoke 

damage to walls, ceilings and artwork and the more 

alarming issue of fire hazard in Cathedrals, Shrines and 

Churches.'  

It was launched in 2009 and been a world wide success 

since, with the system being installed in St Patrick's, New 

York, Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral and Turin 

Cathedral, to name just a few, 

The candles are made from 100% refined paraffin 

wax, so there are no impurities. The flame is 

protected within the holder of break resistant glass. 

The inner glass is self-cleaning, staying clean for 

each new candle. The wax liquefies and travels into 

a water-filled drawer beneath the rack, where it 

hardens. The flame self-extinguishes after two 

hours. The system installed in St Mary's holds 68 

candles. 

CANDLES IN ST MARY’S ONCE MORE 

St. Killians Candle Company Ireland ©  

St. Killians Candle Company Ireland ©  

St. Killians Candle Company Ireland ©  
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Eileen  enjoyed her given life on earth and her reputation as a hard worker 

throughout her life.  One of her earliest memories was, being the eldest of 

three girls in the family – ‘being placed on a chair at age three by her mother 

and asked to wash the dishes.’ 

Eileen went to school at Aratula and Moogerah.  After leaving school, she 

went to work at a café in Kalbar and after some months obtained a job with a 

tailor – where – in her words, ‘she learnt a lot about sewing.’ 

At eighteen years of age she met Harold Gerchow, and after dating for 

eighteen months they married in 1940. They went into farming in both Kalbar 

and Lowood for about fourteen years, during which time they had three 

children, Desmond (1941), Glenda (1944) and Lester in 1951.  Due to 

Harold’s ill health, around 1954, they decided to sell the farm and move to 

Ipswich; initially moving to Cramb Street, Eastern Heights, and later to 

Frederick Street, Newtown.  

Harold got a good job at Dinmore Pottery, and then became a groundsman at St Mary’s, for many years, 

until he retired.  Eileen set up her own business with dressmaking from home – a business which lasted 

some 25 years – ceasing the business when her aging mother required care.   

After her mother’s passing, Eileen was approached to do charity work, helping to set up Lifeline in Ipswich.  

She was also a member of the Red Cross for some twenty years.   

Being a Leader of the Sacred Heart Group at St Mary’s, she ran many functions in St Mary’s Hall, and also 

organised their bus trips for some twenty-three years. She was a sacristan at St Mary’s for twenty years. 

One way or another Eileen led a very busy life.  

Harold passed away in 1996 and in 2002 Eileen decided to retire to a unit at Cascade Gardens, at 

Raceview, which she loved very much for nine years. 

Health problems resulted in an extended stay at Ipswich General Hospital before moving to her final home 

- Colthup Manor, where she lived 8.5 years.    

At her passing, she wanted to thank all of the people who contributed to her long life and for those who 

remain to remember the words ;  

‘Don’t weep for me, please remember me at the Altar of God.’ 
          From the eulogy given by her family 

Eileen Gerchow 

A Daily Meditation 

Learning the language of God requires a good bit of personal experience. Spiritual 
writers and speakers sometimes say things like, “God’s voice is whispering in the 
rustle of the leaves and is singing to us through the melody of the birds.” But these 
sorts of statements often drive beginners away, saying, “What the heck are they 
talking about? Birdsong is beautiful, but I don’t hear any message from God in it.” 
They may go away, believing that these “prayer people” are crazy and are hearing 
things that aren’t there. Or they may believe that God has nothing to say to them and 
that they should leave the praying to monks and nuns. But God does have his stories to 
tell and some of them are meant just for me. God wants to cultivate a deep and 
personal relationship with every one of his daughters and sons. I will never be able to 
hear God’s voice in nature, in other people or in the words of the Gospel if I do not 
know God. And I will never really come to know God unless I am willing to put in the 
time, patience and practice necessary for this (or any!) relationship to thrive. 

—from the book Armchair Mystic: How Contemplative Prayer Can Lead You Closer 
to God by Mark Thibodeaux, SJ 
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Solution: See below 
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Solution: See p 26 
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  CWL NEWS  

  Agnes Byrne 

Our celebrations of sixth-five years of Catholic Women’s League in Ipswich, 

took a delightful turn, with students of St Mary’s Primary School assisting at 

the Mass. Not only did they read beautifully, they also presented each lady 

with a flower.  Our members and guests were delighted. 

Another connection on the day was the provision of a bus and driver courtesy of St Edmund’s College to 

convey people from the church to CWL House as they have done for many years. 

The association of our members with St Marys and St Edmonds covers generations. 

We recently had the pleasure of providing the venue for St Edmunds Old Boys Mass for deceased 

teachers and students of the College, which was celebrated by Father Thomas. Supper was provided by 

CWL members for the appreciative gathering. 

We are forever grateful to our loyal supporters who support our fundraising for the upkeep of CWL House 

and make it possible for us to contribute to many worthy causes. 

To answer the often asked question “When is the Fashion Parade?” please note:- 

A parade of Spring/Summer Fashions and Accessories from “Simply Beautiful Fashions” will be held at 

CWL House on Saturday 12
th
 October 12.30 for 1 pm. In addition there will be a HUGE multi-draw raffle, 

lucky prizes and some surprises. 

Ladies mark the date in your diary for an 

afternoon of fun, fashion, good company, a 

fabulous High Tea and all for $15 admission. 

Always a sellout, book early with Pat 3812 

2758, Colleen 3288 6962, Agnes 3281 4568 

or ambyr2@bigpond.com. 

A warm welcome awaits you and all your 

friends. 

Fortnightly Wednesday Auction Bridge 

afternoons are a regular activity at CWL 

House with numbers increasing but we are 

always happy to welcome more ladies and 

gentlemen to the happy group. Would you or 

your friends like to join in?  

Our interaction with other church groups 

included recently an International Day with 

the ladies of St Paul’s Anglican Mothers Union where we attended a church service followed by an 

interesting guest speaker and a lunch of Soup and Sweets.  Special friendships exists as we support each 

others efforts. 

A warm invitation is extended to you and your friends to 

attend 10.30 am Mass at CWL House on Thursday 12
th
 

September.  Light refreshments will be served after Mass. 

An ideal opportunity to meet and greet.  Everyone most 

welcome. 

Ladies remember you are welcome to join CWL – just 

contact our president Pat on 3812 2758. 
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Lovely fashions from the 2017 CWL parade 
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Good spirits 

Here is an interesting Ghandi fact. Mahatma Ghandi walked 
barefoot everywhere, to the extent that his feet became quite 
thick and hard. He was also a spiritual person. Even when on 
hunger strike, he did not eat much and became thin and frail. 
Furthermore, due to his diet of raw grains, he ended up with 
very bad breath. Therefore he came to be known as a "super 
calloused fragile mystic plagued with halitosis". 

Getting it in the neck 

A man goes into a bar wearing a shirt 
open at the collar, and is met by a 
bouncer who tells him he must wear a 
necktie to gain admission. So the man 
goes out to his car and he looks around 
for a necktie and discovers that he just 
doesn't have one.  
He sees a set of jump leads in his boot. In desperation he 
ties these around his neck, and manages to fashion a fairly 
acceptable looking knot and lets the ends dangle free. He 
goes back to the bar and the bouncer carefully looks him 
over, and then says:  
"Well, OK, I guess you can come in - just don't start 
anything." 

The consultation sessions were held 
at the various churches in the four 
parishes on the weekends in August 
of the 10 & 11th,17th & 18th; at Our 
Lady of the Miraculous Medal, St. 
Boniface’s, St. Brigid’s, St. Mary’s, 
Immaculate Heart and St. Joseph’s.  

They were well attended. There was 
much discussion of the issues, 
particularly regarding the naming of 
the Parish. 

Q. I hate jokes about German sausages. 
A. They’re the wurst. 

Q. Is this pool safe for diving? 
A. It deep ends. 

Q. Can February March? 
A. No, but April May 

Q. Did you 
hear about the 
cheese factory 
that exploded 
in France? 
A. There was 
nothing left but 
de Brie. 

Q. What do you get when you cross a 
snowman with a vampire? 
A. Frostbite 

Q. Our wedding was 
so beautiful … 
A. Even the cake 
was in tiers. 

 

“Doctor, I keep 
seeing an inspect buzzing around me.” 

“Don’t worry; that’s just a bug that’s going 
around.” 

What was Beethoven's favourite fruit? 
Ba-na-na-naaaaaa! 

If you jumped off the bridge in Paris, you'd 
be in Seine 

AMALGAMATION 

CONSULTATION 

SESSIONS  



 28 

 

AND DON'T FORGET 
OUR NEXT ACTION 
PACKED EDITION  
FEATURING  THE 
WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 

& MUCH, MUCH 
MORE ... 

 

A seaman meets a pirate in a bar and talk turns to their adventures on 
the sea. The seaman notes that the pirate has a peg leg, a hook, and an 
eye patch.  
The seaman asks, "so, how did you end up with the peg leg?"  
The pirate replies, "Har, we were in a storm at sea, and I was swept 
overboard into a school of sharks. Just as my men were pulling me out, a 
shark bit my leg off."  
"Wow!" said the seaman. "What about your hook?"  
"Har," replied the pirate, "we were boarding an enemy ship and were 
battling the other sailors with swords. One of the enemy cut my hand off."  
"Incredible!" remarked the seaman. "How did you get the eyepatch?"  
"A seagull dropping fell into my eye," replied the pirate.  
"You lost your eye to a seagull dropping?" the sailor asked incredulously.  
"Har", said the pirate, "it was my first day with the hook." 

One couple of final words ... 

The Convent 

School, from the 

Souvenir Booklet 

of the opening of 

St Mary's Church 

in 1904. The 

building, which is 

now termed the 

Early Years 

Section of St 

Mary's Primary 

School, was built 

in 1884, 

'immediately after 

the erection of the 

new Convent … 

The Convent 

School has an 

average daily 

attendance of 

about 300 pupils.' 

The Talkabout Team is grateful for the continued support of local firms and organizations who advertise in 
our magazine. Their donations help us to meet the expenses of photocopying, layout and printing. We 
urge our readers and parishioners to support these advertisers as your need arises. Our advertisers are ~ 
~ Blackall Street Butchers ~ Red Diamond Financial Group ~ Greg Rowe Optometrist ~ Reed & Bottcher 
~ Peter McMahon’s Swim Factory ~ J. Thomas & Son Pty. Ltd ~ First Forest Funerals   

This is a very busy community, with many events involving people and groups. 

We want to report all the full life of the four Parishes. However, we don’t always 

know about these events. We need you to tell us what’s happening. Please do. 

Think about writing an article. Or, if you don’t feel comfortable writing, give us a 

call through the Parish Office (3281 2133) talk to us and we’ll write the article 

with you.      

Team Talkabout: Robyn Harm, Alex Masszauer, Michelle Wood & Cath Wood 


