
FIFTH SUNDAY  OF EASTER YEAR C                               19TH MAY 2019 

Dear Parishioners, 

What do children have to teach us about God? A 
great deal, I believe, especially when we gather at the 
Eucharistic Table to be fed and nourished through 
Word and Sacrament. 

Over the past few weeks, a large group of children 
have attended sessions in preparation for the 
celebration of their First Holy Communion.  Fr Stephen 
and the Sacramental team had the pleasure and 
privilege of working with this great bunch of children 
who participated very enthusiastically with all of the 
activities we offered.  It is moments like these that you 
realise children have much to offer the Church. 

The gift of children in the Church and what they have 
to teach us about God continues to be revealed 
whenever we embrace and receive their questions. 
Children have the ability to draw out what is essential 
for their relationship with God.  They have the ability 
not to complicate this relationship, but to simply enjoy 
being in love with God. 

In working with children, we can often be tempted to 
use theological language that complicates their 
understanding of the mystery of God. At times, we 
tend to miss the point of what is essential for a child to 
hear and experience.  When children are provided 

with an environment that invites them to actively 
participate in the celebration of their Christian 
identity, the closer and more content they become 
knowing they are loved and treasured by God.   

The relationship with God that we all seek to deepen 
each time we come to celebrate the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist, is not meant to be complicated or a heavy 
burden.  The essentiality of celebrating the Eucharist is 
supposed to encourage and inspire us to live the 
Gospel that is proclaimed today:  ‘I give you a new 
commandment:  love one another, just as I have loved 
you, you also must love one another’.   

As we gather for Eucharist today, we welcome with 
great joy the children who will share fully with us at 
the Eucharistic Table for the first time.  Their presence 
among us today is a sign of God’s hope for a Church 
that seeks renewal in challenging times.   

Let us pray that we will listen to the voices of our 
children and embrace their spontaneous questions 
with open hearts and minds.   

A sincere thank you to the 
parents and family members 
who continue to support your 
child’s faith journey.   

Bernadette McAndrew 

!!! WELCOME TO THE IPSWICH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY !!! 

If you have any questions or would like to know more about the Ipswich Catholic Community please visit our                             

parish website at www.ipswichcatholic.com  We hope you enjoy your time here. Please visit us again soon. 

OUR CHURCHES 

St. Mary’s - Elizabeth Street, Woodend St. Brigid’s - Matthew Street, Rosewood 

Mater Dei - Cnr Ferrett Street and Rowland Tce, Sadliers Crossing St. Joseph’s - 42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal - 33A Robertson Rd, Eastern Heights Immaculate Heart of Mary - 22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 

St Boniface’s - Owens Street, Marburg St Michael’s - 856 Pine Mountain Road, Pine Mountain 

WELCOME TO CHILDREN RECEIVING THEIR FIRST EUCHARIST  
This Sunday, we welcome our young ones with their families, who will 
receive Eucharist for the First Time.  We congratulate the children and 
encourage them at this significant time in their faith journey.    



WEEKEND MASS TIMES - 25/26 MAY 2019 

SATURDAY CHURCH LOCATION 

8.00AM St Michael’s Pine Mountain 

4.30pm Immaculate Heart Leichhardt 

5.30pm OLMM Eastern Heights 

6.00pm St Mary’s Woodend 

SUNDAY  CHURCH LOCATION 

7.30am St Joseph’s North Ipswich 

8.00am St Brigid’s Rosewood 

8.30am St Mary’s Woodend 

6.00pm St Mary’s  Woodend 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
DAY TIME CHURCH 

Friday 8.30am-8.50am OLMM 

Saturday 4.15pm-4.25pm Leichhardt 

Saturday 5.00pm-5.30pm St Mary’s 

IPSWICH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY DIRECTORY  

Parish Priest 
 

Parish Ministers 
 

Pastoral Associate 

Email 
 
Seminarian 

Fr Stephen Bliss ofm 
sbliss@bne.catholic.net.au 

Fr John Hong 
Fr Thomas Zaranski 

Bernadette McAndrew (on leave) 
Ph 0488 008 817 
pa.ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Jack Ho 

Administration Staff Mrs Maree Coyne  
Mrs Kathy Lund  
Mrs Rosalia Risati  
Mrs Bernadette Lenihan (on leave) 

Office Hours Monday:     10.00am  -  3.30pm 
Tues-Thurs:   8.00am  -  3.30pm 
Friday:            8.00am  -  1.00pm 

IPSWICH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY CONTACT INFORMATION  

Telephone 
Email 
Post 

07 3281 2133  
ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 
PO Box 23, Ipswich 4305 

New Media - Evangelisation  

Website www.ipswichcatholic.com  

Find us by searching for ‘ipswichcatholic’ on  

                                            Facebook / YouTube / Twitter / iTunes  

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES IN OUR COMMUNITY  

St Mary’s Primary  
Immaculate Heart  
St Joseph’s School 
St Brigid’s School 
St Mary’s College 
St Edmund’s College 

Woodend 
Leichhardt 
North Ipswich 
Rosewood 
Woodend 
Woodend 

07 3281 1998 
07 3812 1077 
07 3201 6188 
07 5464 1563 
07 3432 5444 
07 3810 4400 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Wed 22May Prayer Group 5.00pm, St Mary’s Parish Centre 

Fri 24 May Meditation Group 
Pentecost Liturgy 
Exercise Group 

7.45am, St Mary’s Parish Centre 
8.40am, Leichhardt School Hall 
9.30am, Mater Dei 

Sat 14 Sept WOMEN’S BREAKFAST TIME AND VENUE TO BE  
CONFIRMED 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

MONDAY,   20 MAY -  MONDAY OF 5TH WEEK OF EASTER 

   7.00am St Joseph’s, North Ipswich 

   7.00pm Mater Dei 

TUESDAY,   21 MAY -  TUES OF THE 5TH WEEK OF EASTER 

   9.00am Immaculate Heart of Mary, Leichhardt  

WEDNESDAY, 22 MAY  -  WED. OF THE 5TH WEEK OF EASTER 

   9.00am St Mary’s, Woodend     

   9.30am NO MASS, St Brigid’s, Rosewood 

THURSDAY,   23 MAY  -  THURSDAY OF 5TH WEEK OF EASTER 

   9.00am St. Joseph’s North Ipswich 

   9.00am St Mary’s, Woodend 

FRIDAY,   24 MAY  -  OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS 

   8.00am CHAPEL MASS -  St Mary’s College 

   9.00am OLMM, Eastern Heights 

WHAT MARY TEACHES US - 
When I was younger, it bothered 
me when Jesus addressed his 
Mother as “Woman” in the 
Gospels. This was long before I 
had grown in to  my  own 
womanhood, or knew what it 
meant to be a woman. Now I hear 
that word in a new light. “Woman,” 
he calls her. Archetypal, she is not 
just one woman among many, but 
the Woman, just as Eve was 
“woman” at creation. In her very being, Mary embodies all of womanhood’s 
beauty, goodness, and grace. She is as woman was created to be. She first 
embarked on the journey of walking with the Saviour so the rest of us might 
follow. She shows us what it means to live as a woman overshadowed by the 
Spirit. And the first thing she teaches us about womanhood is the only thing 

we really need to know: God dwells in us. God could have chosen 

 - from the book Who Does He Say You Are? Women Transformed by 

Christ in the Gospels by Colleen Mitchell (available from St Pauls, or on 

AMAZON) 

COUNTING OF THE FLOCK - One month each year the 
Archdiocese asks parishes to make a count of the numbers of 
people attending mass. Data collected helps the Church in 
planning for pastoral needs of the parishes. A huge ‘thank-
you’ to the Collectors who are discretely ‘counting heads’ 
during the Creed!   

PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO ROME AND ASSISI will happen in September 
2020. We will be emailing everyone on our list this coming week, and 
asking for a $500.00 deposit to be paid by the end of May.  Watch 
your inbox for an email this week with further details, and please 
register at the Parish Office if you haven’t already!  

FINANCE COUNCIL NEWS - At the meeting of the Leichhardt 
and North Ipswich Finance Committee this week, It was 
decided: 

 Woodford Street property - Place this property into the services 
of a Real Estate Agent, charging commercial rates for the next 6 
months (initially) before consideration is given to selling the 
property. 

 Tanya Gay Avenue property - We will re-sign a lease agreement 
until at least September 2019. 

 Consideration will continue as to possible future use of the old 
Presbytery and the Parish Hall. 

I sincerely thank Kevin Bianchi, Helena Hamm, Matt Costello and 
Christine Ryan for their membership on this committee, as we strive 
to produce the best possible results for our Parish. Over the coming 
weeks I will talk after Mass about other properties of the ICC.       

Fr Stephen ofm 

https://email.franciscanmedia.org/e2t/c/*W6y2VZ05XNLLNN50rdZ3fsbsr0/*W2RWGBj7Qd2h1MndxnyCDvTM0/5/f18dQhb0SnGY98nBl8W3YfT_K8KbjHFN1317sYQJZjlW3LZc7M54srlFW2K4R9r8Zkx3sW8V6rz252rhpCW1VJZzc8WllMQW1RQDPb55VMbBW1Ww6xG30JCx2W1n3hZm96dL8TW8n1Mbk6RqSx9W6Qhj4t7lPvZQW6
https://email.franciscanmedia.org/e2t/c/*W6y2VZ05XNLLNN50rdZ3fsbsr0/*N4jm7ByMnKwdW6wBwpr6Gp4Yv0/5/f18dQhb0S8358Z99hbW6mXby46Sp7zlW4872st3jMtzDW5FGXHn5Mx3xnW1wcxHq7K0hZWW7j_9h51BqDK3W7xP_t47v43S3W7m9PYV1LjRHrW1vv2ZV2RhhgzW1Ml8y92StT69W7SRmq_1GpkSPW6lXw6f2RgwcL
https://email.franciscanmedia.org/e2t/c/*W6y2VZ05XNLLNN50rdZ3fsbsr0/*N4jm7ByMnKwdW6wBwpr6Gp4Yv0/5/f18dQhb0S8358Z99hbW6mXby46Sp7zlW4872st3jMtzDW5FGXHn5Mx3xnW1wcxHq7K0hZWW7j_9h51BqDK3W7xP_t47v43S3W7m9PYV1LjRHrW1vv2ZV2RhhgzW1Ml8y92StT69W7SRmq_1GpkSPW6lXw6f2RgwcL


what’s happening in the Ipswich Catholic Community ... 

MASS AT RIPLEY - Thank-you to the Parishioners who 
offered their houses and made suggestions for the 
introduction of a regular Mass at Ripley. We need to decide 
now what time the Mass will be and its frequency. Please 
watch this space for this exciting development. If you would 
like to help in any way, please call the Parish Office.   

PARISH MEETING ABOUT GRANDCHESTER: Parishioners 
(especially from St Brigid’s area) are invited to attend a 

meeting at St Brigid’s after Mass on Sunday 
2nd June to discuss the future of the St 
Peter’s Church and land at Grandchester.  

FREE - ONLINE RESOURCE JUST FOR YOU IN THE MONTH OF 
MAY. Join us in celebrating Our Lady! For one week, May 6-
12, 2019, stories, prayers, and reflections on Mary will be 
delivered right to your inbox.  Each day, artist Holly Schapker 
talks about her devotion to Mary and how it has influenced 

her work, while author Maureen O'Brien 
writes about different aspects of Our 
Lady.  Sign up before May 6 for the full 
series. https://info.franciscanmedia.org/
seven-days-with-mary 

MAY IS DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION 
MONTH - During this month we will be working together 
across the Archdiocese to demonstrate our commitment 
to help end domestic and family violence and raise 
awareness of the work we do to support victims through 
Centacare.  This weekend Prayer 
Cards are available in the Church to 
encourage you to pray for victims; 
and Wallet Cards are also available 
with information about domestic 
and family violence, with signs of 
someone who may be experiencing it 
and what you can do to help. 

A FEW IDEAS TO MAKE YOUR PASCHAL JOURNEY MORE INTERESTING - You may not have noticed but, except for 
Ascension Day, all Gospels on the Sundays in the paschal season this year are readings from St John’s Gospel.  The 
scripture cycles used in the church year ordinary time rotate every three years. 

The first year is Matthew, the next year Mark, and Year C (which happens to be this year) uses Luke. When scripture 
scholars and liturgists developed the lectionary on the three year cycle they were then faced with the conundrum: what 
about John? Readings from John’s Gospel pop up during the year, here and there, in surprising places in the lectionary. 
The post-Easter John Gospel readings are mostly taken from his later chapters and complement the season’s sense of us 
being in the presence of our risen Lord. 

You also notice that the first reading at Mass between Easter and Pentecost is chosen from the Book of Acts. The author 
of the first half of this book is Luke, the later seems to have the influence of Paul. With sensitive reading you will be able 
to detect the hand of Luke or that of Paul. 

Now is the only time of the year when, except for the Sundays after Easter, the first 
reading of the Mass is not sourced from the old testament, (or first testament, the other 
title for the earlier part of the bible). Do set aside time to reflect on the scriptures chosen 
by the church for this time of the year. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - ST. JOSEPH’S NORTH IPSWICH 
CONFERENCE. So far this year, we have been able to make 
182 Home Visits, assisting a total of 529 people, by providing 
$11,375 in food vouchers, $809 of other food, and $3708 in 
Furniture from our warehouse. 
All this is on top of the very generous donations of food which 
parishioners make each week. 
As you know, Winter is coming quickly, and we all like to eat 
warm meals. 
As a suggestion, you might help by donating TINNED 
MEALS  e.g.  IRISH STEW, BRAISED STEAK, SOUPS, AND 
SIMILAR ITEMS  (all of these are low in our supplies). 

Or you may wish to make a monetary 
donation - which is always greatly 
appreciated. As always, we are very 
grateful for your generous support. God 
bless. 

HOLY LAND GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION - Thank you for 
the generous response to the collections on Good Friday. 
$2,422.65 will be sent from the Ipswich Catholic 

Community to support 
the shrines and holy 
places in the Holy Land. 

MUSIC WORKSHOP - Last Saturday our Ipswich Catholic 
Community was well represented at the Music Workshop 
organised by Liturgy Brisbane. It was a fantastic opportunity for 
musicians from parishes across the Archdiocese to come together 
to pray, to sing and to share. The focus was on singing the Psalm 
in the Liturgy of the Word and the role of the cantor and psalmist. 
We thank our musicians 
for their tireless work and 
leadership during the 
liturgical celebrations as 
well as in the preparations 
(often unseen in the 
background). If you enjoy 
music, why not come 
along and join them! 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE - A thanksgiving Mass will be 
celebrated at 10.30 am Thursday 30th May at St Mary’s to 
mark 65 years of Catholic Women’s League in 
Ipswich.  Everyone is invited to share this 
occasion in appreciation for the support of the 
Ipswich Catholic Community.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiC64To6oHdAhWYA4gKHd__DNoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.australianursulines.org.au%2Four-internationality%2Fgeneral-chapter&psig=AOvVaw1tJX4qd3i-q7mue6JLxn1G&us
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NEWS FROM AROUND OUR COMMUNITY 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

THE SICK, ALL THOSE WHO ARE HOUSE-BOUND  
AND RECEIVE    COMMUNION AT HOME: 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Kevin Murphy, Frances Collingwood, Eileen Gerchow 

ANNIVERSARY: Mary McMahon, Alma Ryan, Mary Lunney, Cecily 
Molloy, Tricia Erhardt, Elespeth Davies, Ken McGrath, Susan, Massie, 
Sam Patia, Matua, Nga Florence Gorring. 

ST. EDMUND’S COLLEGE INVITES YOU - EDDIES 
MOTHERS/LADIES MASS AND DINNER, Friday May 24, 
Mass will commence at 6-30pm in St Mary’s Church 
followed by a 2 course dinner at Brothers Leagues Club. 
Tickets $35-00. Please pre-purchase your dinner tickets at 
St Edmund’s College reception or phone Kath on 0403 269 
955.  
ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE OPEN DAY, Sunday May 26 from 
11am-1pm Tour the College and visit the numerous 
displays on offer. Chat to staff and students. Be 
entertained by the College Band and Choir. Enjoy a BBQ 
and light refreshments. Please call the College enrolments 
on 3810-4448 for any further information.     

“THANK YOU” POST-APPEAL: Thank you for supporting this year’s Catholic Mission Church Appeal 
through your kind gifts and prayers, and for reaching out to children and communities in need in 
Ghana and throughout the world. 

Your generosity makes it possible for programs such as the Nazareth Home for God’s Children to 
provide love and support for children rescued from life-threatening situations. Thank you also to so 
many parishioners who have become monthly giving partners through our Ghana Mission Program.  

For more information about the work of Catholic Mission or the Extraordinary Missionary Month in 
October, please contact our friendly team at the freecall number below, or at 
catholicmission.org.au/about-us/contact Freecall: 1800 257 296; catholicmission.org.au/Ghana. 

CARE AND CONCERN MORNING TEA 

on Tuesday, 21st May at 9.30am at 
the Immaculate School Hall.  

All are welcome . 

PENTECOST MULTICULTURAL MASS - The Multicultural 
Mass and celebration is starting to take shape. We 
would love for as many parishioners to be present and 
participating in this mass on Pentecost Sunday 9th June 
at 8.30am in St Mary’s Church. Following the mass, we 
will move to St Mary’s Primary school hall for some brief 
entertainment and a potluck brunch. Further details 
regarding the program will come in the next few weeks. 

We encourage everyone to participate in this wonderful 
celebration of our diversity as a community. You can do 

this by: wearing your country of origin 
national dress, bringing a small national 
flag to wave during parts of the mass, 
bring a small non-perishable food item 
for the offertory, bring a plate of food 
along to share or simply come and be 
part of this wonderful celebration. 

ST MARY’S COLLEGE invites prospective parents to join 
us on our Open Morning on Tuesday 30th July at 9 am. 
Families can take a tour with the Principal, Mrs Judith 
Finan, and view the teaching and learning at the College.  This is 
an informal event for those considering an enrolment in 2021 and 
2022. Details are available on the College website. 


