
   

 

melodic. White Christmas is a 

cute look at the importance of 

community and tradition, framed 

by song and dance. And with 

the vocal prowess of Bing 

Crosby and Rosemary Clooney 

crooning about Christmases that are “merry and bright,” 

it’s hard not to melt into your couch as you watch it. 
 

6) Miracle on 34th Street 

A lawyer defends an institutionalised gentleman who 

claims to be the real 

Santa Claus. 

Perhaps no other 

Christmas film does 

a better job of 

jumping between 

fantasy and reason, 

but that’s half the 

fun! And this 1947 

classic wouldn’t work 

without Edmund Gwenn’s Oscar-winning performance 

as Kris Kringle, who stood in for a generation of baby 

boomers as the best film representation of Santa. But a 

closer look uncovers a deeper meaning. The film is a 

quiet study of faith and how it sustains us, culminating 

in the scene where Maureen O’Hara tells her young 

daughter, played by Natalie Wood, “Faith is believing in 

things when common sense tells you not to.” Amen. 

[Don’t bother about the modern version: it’s on TV next 

week!] 
 

5) How the Grinch Stole Christmas! 

Author Anna Quindlen once opined that Dr. Seuss will 

be remembered “for the murder of Dick and Jane, which 

was a mercy killing of the highest order.” That proved 

true in 1966 with How the Grinch Stole Christmas!, 

about a creature of 

undetermined origin 

who schemes to rob 

the Whos of Whoville 

on Christmas Eve. 

Animation may have 

been birthed by the 

French and perfected 

by Walt Disney, but Dr. 

Seuss made it edgy, 

less literal. Combine his 

laser wit with a story of 

a frozen heart warmed 

by the grace of a little 

girl named Cindy Lou 

Who, and what you 
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I was walking through Riverlink the other Friday 

and heard the ‘piped Christmas music’ ~  

Sleigh bells ring. Are you listening?” 

Nope. 

“I want a hippopotamus for Christmas.” 

That’s impractical. 

“Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy: ‘Do you 

hear what I hear?’” 

Talking lambs? 

Oh my gosh – four more weeks of this!  Do you 

ever feel that you have had enough, and you have 

hardly had any?  I felt like the ‘Christmas Grouch’ of 

Woodend!!  

I cannot stomach Christmas music. In particular 

all the snowy stuff and those that Bing 

whatshisname sings!  As such, I have been called a 

grouch more times than I can count. But that’s hardly 

fair. It isn’t Christmas I find troublesome - it’s how the 

season is scored that bothers me. But what does get 

me into the Christmas spirit are the annual films and 

television specials that are as etched into my 

memory as my family’s plastic Christmas tree.   

I have always wanted to go to the Christmas Eve 

Carols in Melbourne, but I have always had another 

date!  So the movies are my thing over these days, 

Film and television have had a long love affair 

with the Christmas season, with varying degrees of 

success. Some are crude (Bad Santa), some are 

chilling for all the wrong reasons (The Polar 

Express), and still others continue to mystify (Tim 

Allen’s The Santa Clause).  

Here are MY seven of the best, and readily 

available!  You might have your favourite ones; let’s 

see where we might agree! 

 

7) White Christmas 

The title doesn’t lie: there’s 

scarcely a person of colour to 

be found in this 1954 film 

about two soldiers who join 

forces with a sister act to save 

a Vermont inn. But White 

Christmas still ranks as a 

favourite among fans. Is it 

dated? To be sure. But its 

message is timeless—and 

Seven of the best Christmas films... 

From Fr. Stephen’s Desk  
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have is a beautiful tale that binds Gen Xers everywhere. With effortless rhyme, The Grinch 

speaks to a holy season that casts light in even the darkest corners of our souls, illustrated 

with this line: “Christmas Day will always be, just as long as we have we.” 
 

4) It’s a Wonderful Life 

To earn his wings, an angel helps a suicidal family man (Jimmy Stewart) by showing him what 

life would be like if he had never existed. Director Frank Capra’s 1946 classic might be too 

saccharine for contemporary film fans, but cynics should give it another go. Deceptively dark, 

the film tackles suicide, emotional desolation, and the resiliency of the human spirit, themes 

rarely explored this thoughtfully in post-war cinema. As Stewart’s George 

Bailey rediscovers the beauty of life and the importance of Christmas, his 

emergence from a cocoon of despair is pure movie magic. 
 

3) A Christmas Story 

A Midwestern boy goes to exhausting lengths to get what he wants for 

Christmas: an official Red Ryder, carbine action, 200-shot, range model air 

rifle. Forget for a moment that the young protagonist, so memorably played by 

Peter Billingsley, spends the entire film with gun lust, and think of how 

beautifully this story balances adolescent angst and post-Depression 

Christmas glee. Jam-packed with classic lines (“You’ll shoot your eye out, kid!”), A 

Christmas Story works best not as a tale of holiday greed, but as a funny look at a flawed 

family navigating the choppy Christmas waters together. Set in the 40s, released in the 

80s, but ever timeless, it reminds us that, on 25th December, we’re all children at heart. It 

also shows what can happen when we stick our tongues to poles in midwinter.  
 

2) A Charlie Brown Christmas 

Our titular hero feels Christmas has become too commercial: how some things never 

change! With the help of friends Linus, Lucy, Snoopy, and Schroeder, the gang puts on 

a Christmas pageant. Nothing about this 1965 television landmark should work. It is 

crudely animated. It is voiced by untrained child actors. It has a jazz score! But if you 

assemble the many imperfections of Charles Schulz’s “Peanuts” perennial, what you’re 

left with 

is nothing short of perfection. As Linus, blanket in hand, recites Luke 2:8–14 on that 

dusty auditorium stage, he commands the attention not only of the children present, 

but of the audience as well. That seamless weaving of biblical storytelling into pop 

culture wouldn’t fly on today’s mainstream television landscape. A Charlie Brown Christmas, 

the greatest animated special of all time, preaches without being preachy. 

 

1) A Christmas Carol 

A crusty miser in Victorian England learns the meaning of Christmas from three 

cantankerous spirits. Any interpretation of Charles Dickens’ 1843 novel is time well spent - 

even the Muppets got it right. But for this movie lover, George C. Scott’s towering 1984 

interpretation of Ebenezer Scrooge is still the one to beat. 

Redemption is a tricky theme in film. In the hands of lesser writers, too often it is 

inauthentically rendered. But Scrooge’s rebirth as a person of integrity never seems forced or false. As viewers, 

we endure his evolution - his reawakening as an instrument of good. And as the old man hoists a once-sickly 

Tiny Tim atop his shoulders at the end of the film, the closing lines can warm even hardened hearts toward 

Christmas: “God bless us, everyone.” 

Honourable Mentions might include ~ Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964); Gremlins (1984); Home 

Alone (1990); The Nightmare before Christmas (1993) and Love Actually (2003) 

But you know what:  the best ‘theatre’ of Christmas is to come to Mass.  Look around the Church, be stirred 

with the Christmas spirit because of the witness of faith that you give!  The children who are so excited, the 

parents who are nervous, the elder Parishioners who are watching everything, and the priest who tries his best!   

So much fun …. Happy holidays:  no I mean – happy Christmas!     Stephen ofm3) 
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A Trivia Night was held at St 
Marys Hall on 15th September to 
raise funds for the projects of Sr 
Keiti Kanongata , whose ministries 
are in Tonga.  

Compere of the night was Peter 
Smith, who entertained the 100 
strong crowd with numerous topics 
about which questions were posed, 
videos watched, music and voice 
clips listened to by those ready and 
willing to remember. All tables 
were given plenty of time to write 
down the answers and then 
collected to tally the scores. Some 
tables were absolute marvels as to 
what general knowledge they 
possessed; others just had fun making it up.  

Chips and lollies were provided for 
sustenance at each table, but food and 
drinks were for sale throughout the night. 
There were numerous lucky door and raffle 
prizes won by those with lucky tickets. A stall 
was also present with local crafts and many 
bargains for the patrons to buy. 

All monies raised, just over $3300, went to 
the mission work of Sr Keiti, who is building 
an Institute for the Laity. This has been an 
ongoing project for several years. A group of 
people, from the Ipswich Catholic Community 
and supporters of Caritas, have sponsored 
this work for many years. As well as the 
funds, much needed equipment was also 
shipped to Tonga on 21st November.  

Thanks must go to the many families who 
donated household goods, paints, electrical 
goods, sewing machines, gardening tools and many 
other items.   

The ‘Fashion Connections Shop’, situated in the 
mall in the Walker Pender Building, sells many and 
varied hand -made household craft items and gift 
lines, placed in the shop on consignment by local 
people. Please call in this Christmas to buy some 
lovely unique items and support the wonderful work 
of Sister Keiti. 

 Everyone had lots of fun at the Trivia Night and 
look forward to another one in the New Year. 
Thanks for everyone’s support. God Bless. 

Successful Trivia Night for a Good Cause  

Robyn Harm 

Words from Charles Dickens: 
From A Christmas Carol 

Every idiot who goes about with 'Merry 
Christmas' on his lips, should be boiled 
with his own pudding, and buried with a 
stake of holly through his heart. 

"If they would rather die," said Scrooge, "they had better do it, and 
decrease the surplus population." 
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JOHN FARRELLY: 1831 –1904 
by John Kane 

This name: - John Farrelly - should 

be familiar to every person interested 

in the history of our St Mary’s church. 

When Fr McGinty’s church was being 

pulled down and before Fr Horan’s 

church was built, John Farrelly built a 

temporary church: the hall which is 

now part of the primary school.  

Using stone from the former 

convent he built the “music rooms” 

now part of St Mary’s College.  

Up near Boys Grammar is St 

Patrick’s Hall, which he built in 1879, 

home for all the St Patrick’s 

celebrations for many years, but now 

no longer part of the Church property. 

John Farrelly came to Queensland 

as a builder, but it was not long 

before he felt able to promote himself 

to “architect”. There is a group of 

homes at the top of Limestone St 

including his own home Penrhyn 

which still show his style. The home 

with concave roof over the verandah 

is in many ways the most striking. 

Perhaps his most famous monument 

is Knockmoyra home for John 

Gilmore, the grounds of which used 

to reach down to St Patrick’s Hall. 

What sort of man was this 

architect? He was much more than a 

builder-architect!  

Somehow he found time to be 

involved in just about everything in 

Ipswich society in  the second half of 

the 19th century. 

He was very involved in politics 

and stood for parliament several times, 

unsuccessfully. 

St Mary’s Hall 1901 

Newly built Music Rooms 1900 

St Patrick Hall - left - in 1980’s 

Below - renovated and now the Darling St Wedding Chapel  



 5 

 

He became a JP in 1879, an important role 

in those days, and often sat in court with the 

local police magistrate. 

Of course he was heavily involved in church 

affairs. He was not just someone who turned 

up to all the various church meetings. He was 

an organizer, often chairman. He spoke at 

most meetings, especially to move motions of 

thanks and motions of welcome to departing or 

arriving clergy. .    

He was briefly chairman of the St Mary’s 

Temperance Society. 

In 1873 he was Vice President of the 

Hibernian Society before it split into Catholic 

and Non-Catholic sections. 

When Fr Horan reopened the Redbank 

Plains school for the Mercy nuns, Farrelly 

made the appeal for money for the nuns when 

Fr Horan forgot. 

In 1877 at a St Patrick’s Dinner (two years 

before the St Patrick’s Hall was built), Farrelly 

spoke on behalf of Catholic and Non-Catholic 

Irish. He would appear almost every year 

thereafter as one of the chief organizers and 

speakers.         

 There were many other committees in 

which he was involved: e.g. Testimonial for 

Dr O’Doherty; committee  to raise funds to aid 

Parnell and Home Rule; committee to support 

crofters on Lewis Island; president of the 

St Mary’s Catholic Temperance Society; 

president of the Ipswich Roman Catholic Guild; 

on the 1893 Flood Relief Committee; committee to welcome 

Fr Horan back from long sick leave. 

Sadly he died just before completion of Fr Horan’s St 

Mary’s church. He died on 20th August 1904 of prostate 

cancer. St Mary’s was officially opened on 2nd October that 

year  

And left his entire estate to his wife valued at about 

£2,150 a large amount of money at the time. Fr Horan 

presided at his burial.   

Words from Charles Dickens: 

The most important thing in life is to 

stop saying 'I wish' and start saying 'I 

will.' Consider nothing impossible, 

then treat possibilities as probabilities. 

David Copperfield 

 

Have a heart that never hardens, and a temper that never tires, and 

a touch that never hurts.  

Our Mutual Friend 

Knockmoyra - built for John Gilmore 

Penhryn - John Farrelly’s home, Limestone Street 
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The first weekend in October 

2017, was a very special one for girls 

of the Junior class of 1967, it was fifty 

years since they did Junior and for 

some the first time they had seen 

each other since leaving school. 

The weekend would not have 

come about without the help of 

Suzanne McDermott (nee Woods) 

setting up a Facebook page and 

others working with each other to find 

the ones not on Facebook. The 

Facebook page logo was “Dream It, 

Wish It, Do It’”. When young you 

dream of keeping in contact, during 

the years you wish you had and at 

last you are 'doing it'. Of the cohort of 

62 girls, 5 had passed away, we 

found 46 girls and 33 were able to 

attend all or some of the functions held. The girls travelled 

from afar, Victoria, Cairns, Dalby, Central Queensland, 

Sunshine and Gold Coast, Brisbane and of course, Ipswich. 

The weekend started with hugs, laughter and non-stop 

talking at lunch, held at Queens Park Café on the Saturday. 

Thanks goodness for the beautiful name tags made by Susan 

Brown (nee Donohue) because a lot of us had changed over 

the years. A memorial was done to the five girls who had 

passed away at a very young age. 

On Saturday night those that could, attended St Mary’s 

College Gala Dinner. What a night, more talking and laughter 

and of course dancing the night away. Oh, the body and feet 

the next day weren’t good. 

Sunday was a special day, some were able to attend Mass at St Mary’s Church.  Those that did were 

touched by the special welcome given to them by Fr Stephen. 

After Mass the girls and others (I have to say who slept in) had a cuppa in St Mary’s College 

Boardroom. A special thank you to Michael Blanchfield from St Mary’s College who gave a tour of what 

was known in our time as the convent.  For some who were boarders it bought back many memories. 

During the cuppa, the girls were presented with a time capsule from 1967.This was installed behind the 

fountain stone for the first high school building. The time capsule contained newspapers showing the 

presentation of the capsule, the signing of the legal documents for the building by Monsignor Molony, 

Fr Anthony Carroll, Marty Doyle, Builder and Mr Frank Cullen. It also contained papers from Marty Doyle 

advising the names of the tradesmen on the site. One being B Hoare, who was the brother of one of our 

classmates Karen Hoare. 

After this, thanks to Mrs Dale Upton of St Mary’s 

Primary, who gave the girls an insight into how the 

church and schools came about in Ipswich. From there, 

Mrs Upton gave a tour of the Infant School and St 

Mary’s Primary School (which was also the High 

School in 1967). The girls were remembering the Infant 

School as having the open long room in the center 

which held different classrooms. From there up to the 

Primary School and looking at the classrooms, what 

used to be our cooking room and sewing room and our 

50th Reunion of St Mary’s Junior Class of 1967  
Yvonne O’Brien 
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assembly area. Special Thanks to 

Dale. 

This concluded the official events for 

the weekend and there were hugs and 

farewells.   Friendships have been 

renewed and hopefully will continue 

through the years and many more get 

togethers will take place. 

 

 

 

A time capsule has been placed in the foundations 

of classroom extensions at St. Mary's College. 

Monsignor T. Molony, PP. VG. Ipswich, placed the 

copper tube of information behind the foundations 

stone of the multiple classroom buildings scheduled 

to be opened by Easter this year. The foundation 

stone had been temporarily laid to mark the Golden 

Jubilee of Monsignor Molony in July last year. 

The stone was permanently set in place yesterday 

and to provide some record of the Monsignor's 

jubilee, the capsule was placed behind it. Chief 

among the items in the 2ft. long 1½ in. diameter 

capsule is an account of the life story of Monsignor 

Molony. There are, too, lists of employees and sub-

contractors in the construction job, a copy of the 

January 16 edition of the "Queensland Times" and 

photographs of the signing of the contract and the 

laying of the foundation stone. 

Monsignor Molony, Father Dooley and Sisters of 

Mercy, present, for the placing of the time capsule 

were pleased with the progress for the $120,000 

construction program which is on schedule. 

The extension will give the girls the benefit of modern 

facilities, particularly in the science laboratories which 

form part of the complex. 

Contractor for the building is Mr T. M. Doyle.  

Pictures show above: 

The contractor for St Mary's College extensions Mr. T. 

M. Doyle (left) held a copper time capsule, as 

Monsignor T. Molony places records in it prior to its 

placement behind the building's foundation stone. 

Father Dooley and the Sisters of Mercy (right) watch 

the ceremony.  

At Left: Monsignor Molony placing the capsule in 

position.  

(Text of article, Catholic Leader, 8 February 1968) 
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It’s Beginning to look a lot like Christmas: 
With comments like “where did the year go?” 

and “not another Christmas get-together” we could 
lose sight of the fact that 2017 has been a 
rewarding year as we look forward to celebrating 
the miracle of the Nativity. 

For Catholic Women’s League Ipswich the final 
quarter of the year commenced with a sell-out 
Fashion Parade thanks to the generosity and 
creativity of Maree of Saba’s on Grange. The show 
opened with our models showing fashions suitable 
for that special Holiday Cruise, continuing with 
clothes for all occasions, compered by Carmel 
Hutton in her usual entertaining fashion. A tasty afternoon 
tea, lucky door prizes and huge multi-draw raffle made for 
a happy day for attendees and organisers.  We are indeed 
indebted to the many ladies (and their gentlemen) who 
give so generously of their time and support. 

One constant in the 63 years since our CWL Branch 
was formed has been Bridge Afternoons!  To this day a 
group of ladies and gentlemen gather at CWL House each 
fortnight for a relaxed afternoon with friends to enjoy a 
game of bridge, afternoon tea and a chance to win a small 
prize.   An extra competition this year leading up to our 
final afternoon was held in memory of our late friend and 
avid bridge player Sue Albion, with everyone competing for 
prizes donated by her husband Brian. We welcome new 
players and encourage interested people to contact our 
Convenor, Clare Conway on 3281 5630. 

A piece of Cake! 
As in the recent past, our members will be distributing 

cake after the Christmas Masses and would appreciate 
help in cutting, wrapping, packing and distributing the cake.  If you would like to assist please contact our 
president Pat on 3812 2758. 

A Night at the Theatre 
A constant on our calendar thanks to the Ipswich Little Theatre Society, is a night at the Incinerator 

Theatre. Please make a diary note for Thursday 22nd March 2018 for the play “Wait Until Dark” with a 
theme that will hold your interest 
to the end. You are assured of 
an evening of great 
entertainment, pre-show snacks, 
a hearty supper and – wait for it 
– a  Hamper Raffle.   

On behalf of President Pat 
and all our members, a big 
“Thank-you” to everyone who 
supports our fund-raising 
activities, the proceed of which 
go to the upkeep of CWL House 
and enables us to make annual 
donations to many local and 
other worthy causes.  We wish 
you and your families a happy, 
holy Christmas, safe travel and 
every blessing in the years 
ahead and we look forward to 
shared times in 2018. 

CWL NEWS  

Agnes Byrne 
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An important event on the Ipswich 
Catholic Community calendar is the 
annual Men's Breakfast. This year was 
no exception. A record number of men 
attended the event this year and it was 
great to see attendees from all sectors of 
our Community - St Mary's, St Joseph's, 
Immaculate Heart and St Bridget's. It was 
also pleasing to see some families 
represented by two 
generations. However, all were eclipsed 
by the fine showing of three generations 
of Hutton men in attendance. The 
morning was opened by Father Nicholas 
who shared grace before everyone was 
treated to a fine breakfast cooked up by 
some early bird gentleman and served 
by the women of the community. 

There was a twist to this year's 
format. Where in previous years we 
have listened to some excellent guest 
speakers, this year we were privy to a 
panel discussion, comprising three 
brave men from our own Ipswich 
community who addressed the topic of 
'Faith and Fatherhood'. 

Tom Hutton, Anthony Elmore and 
Benjamin Leschke shared anecdotes of 
their own journeys from childhood and 
how this has moulded their values and 
impacted their experiences as fathers 
and Tom as a grandfather. Anthony provided a 
dual perspective gained from his role as 
Deputy Principal of a Catholic secondary 
college, where he mentors children and young 
adults. All agreed that the emergence of social 
media has impacted growing changes in 
communication in general and in parenthood 
specifically. The narratives provided by our 
panel and their interaction as they addressed 
similarities and differences in their experiences, 
held the interest of the audience - we could 
have extended the time allocated. 

Father Stephen provided a vote of thanks, 
followed by the traditional rolling out of lucky 
door prizes - with thanks to the many generous 
donors who provide these each year.  

The morning concluded with overwhelming 
agreement that the event had again provided 
opportunities for information, learning, companionship, 
fellowship and, of course, a delicious breakfast. As this 
event is held each year, please consider attending in 
2018 if you have not done so before. If you are a 
regular attendee, please spread the word so that this 
great opportunity for social capital within our 
Community will continue to grow. 

Annual Men’s Breakfast 

Cathy North 
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The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is not a new ministry for the Catholic Church.  In fact this 
process of receiving adults into a Christian way of life through the celebration of the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion has existed since the early Church.   

Before the Second Vatican Council those seeking ‘conversion’ were required to attend weekly lessons 
on Catholic doctrine and then at an appropriate time the Priest in a private celebration would receive the 
‘convert’ into the Church. 

The RCIA process today is best described as a journey of faith that passes through various phases and 
concentrates on conversion of heart and mind to Christ.  It is a journey of faith that is tailored to the needs 
of those seeking initiation and has no set time limit.  It is a process that has many rituals which are 
celebrated with the local parish community.  The RCIA is no longer an ‘instructional’ model, but a process 
which encourages candidates to meet with other members of the parish (sponsors), and our priests to 
discuss Catholic belief and practice.  Each year, many people throughout the Archdiocese accept the 
invitation from God and follow this journey of faith.   

In the Ipswich Catholic Community we are blessed each year with people who come from all different 
experiences of faith and reasons for wanting to know more about God through the lens of the Catholic 
faith.   

Many come who are already baptised in their own faith traditions and bring these experiences of faith to 
their own journey during the RCIA process.  As a community, we must acknowledge these experiences 
and ensure that the candidates are given the opportunity to witness their own faith journey. 

One way in which we do this well, in the Ipswich Catholic Community, is to meet individually with each 
of the candidates to find out a little about their experiences of faith growing up.  It is also important to 
establish, at this initial meeting, how we as a community can best support the candidate as they journey to 
initiation. 

The Easter Vigil has traditionally been the time when all those who desire to be received into the 
Church would be publicly acknowledged and welcomed.  This process often followed an instructional 
period, which is referred to as a program and left little room for candidates to share their own experiences 
of faith. 

Many parishes within the archdiocese are taking a different approach to those who are already baptised 
and for their own personal reasons now seek to have their Christian faith acknowledged in a formal way 
through the Catholic faith. 

The Ipswich Catholic Community has taken this approach for a number of years with those who are 
already baptised.  We listen to each candidate's story, provide support with sponsors during their 
discernment.  When the candidate is ready to celebrate their Confirmation and Holy Communion we invite 
them to take this step and celebrate these Sacraments through the Mass.  In this way, we publicly, as a 
community of believers, acknowledge their Christian baptism, and at the same time celebrate with them 
their ongoing faith journey with the Catholic faith.  

At the Feast of Christ the King this year we welcomed Nicole, Liana and Shereen who were baptised in 
their own faith tradition, but who for their own personal reasons desired to continue their faith journey as a 
Catholic.  We congratulate and welcome them and look forward to being part of their continuing faith 
journey in this community. 

RCIA Process - Ipswich Catholic Community 
Bernadette McAndrew 

Words from Charles Dickens: 

I have always thought of Christmas time as 
a good time; a kind, forgiving, charitable, 
pleasant time; when men and women seem 
by one consent to open their shut-up hearts 
freely, and to think of people below them as 
if they really were fellow-passengers to the 
grave, and not another race of creatures bound on other journeys. 

A Christmas Carol 
 

We need never be ashamed of our tears, for they are rain upon the 
blinding dust of earth, overlaying our hard hearts.' 

Great Expectations 
 

Charity begins at home, and justice begins next door. 

Martin Chuzzlewit 
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To observe the children, who come into 
direct contact with the Word of God and liturgy, 
and their prayerful response to the 
presentations of the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd, is to witness a process of Christian 
faith formation. 

This year, at the sessions for the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd (Atrium,) the children 
have journeyed and experienced a number of 
stories relating to the life and times of Jesus. 
They have responded with art work, prayers of 
intercession, music and general conversation.  
What a privilege to be called to this work! 

The Atrium is a place prepared for the 
religious life of children in the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd (CGS). There are simple, yet 
beautiful, materials available to the children to 
help them absorb the most essential 
proclamations of the Christian faith.  Maria 
Montessori named this prepared environment 
for the space in a basilica between the entrance 
and the sanctuary where catechumens in the 
early Church were prepared for a full life in the 
Church. 

For those of us who are blessed to be a 
catechist in CGS have witnessed the atrium as 
a place between the world and the church 
where a child can encounter God. We have 
found that the heart of the child is deep and 
open to the loving call of our Good Shepherd. 
We know that when given time and the space of 
an environment prepared for their religious life, 
children are quite content to contemplate the 

mysteries of the Kingdom of God. They have a 
great capacity to understand the transcendent 
nature of God and their natural spirituality is 
revealed in their joy, awe, wonder prayer, and 
stillness.  Like Mary – they keep all these things 
and ponder them in their hearts. 

The Little Child as Theologian 
Bernadette McAndrew 

The renovations are now finished at St Brigid’s, 
Roseweood. Here are some wonderful photographs 
taken by Jim Madden earlier in the year while this 
was still in progress. Talkabout must apologise for 
being unable to deliver an article about this important 
work, as it has not yet been received,. 

RENOVATIONS 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH  

ROSEWOOD 
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connection with creation.  

 Just as there are many seasons in life, so too, we 
journey through many different landscapes – the lush 
garden, the desert, the beach, the mountain...  

This weekend retreat experience for women is an 
invitation to explore the landscapes of life and the 
many ways we are able to find God through prayer in 

the midst of these and other differing landscapes.  

 An initiative of Dragonfly Ministries and facilitated by 

Grace Harwood and Sue Thomas 

 Grace Harwood and more recently, Sue Thomas, are 

spiritual directors who gently lead and nurture women on 

their faith journey. Grace has been leading these 

amazing weekend retreats for several years and Sue conducted her first retreat in June. They have a 

special affiliation with the Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre at Ormiston, Redland Bay and the retreatants 

have access to the wonderful grounds and accommodation for meditation, prayer and guided reflection. 

The formal sessions with Grace and Sue are very relaxed and there is an expectation for the women to 

just be and take in and express what they wish. I would recommend any women at any stage in her life 

to take advantage of these weekends. The cost at first seems high but it does mean that all the food, 

accommodation, beautiful grounds, resources and spiritual direction are included as well as Mass at the 

Carmelite Convent nearby. These retreats are conducted mainly in silence so to actually experience 

silence with other women while reflecting on life’s journey is priceless. 

I attended the recent retreat on the weekend of Friday 8 December to Sunday 10 December. The 

Landscapes of Prayer is a book written by Margaret Silf and it was the basis of reflection for the retreat. A 

review of this book is in the book review section of Talkabout. Again the women who attended all said 

how much they were looking forward to the weekend, catching up, resting and reflecting all in the 

presence of God. 

The next retreat by Dragonfly Ministries will be 25-27 May 2018. As yet no topic has been chosen, but 

having a date means interested women have time to discern their interest and plan financially for the 

retreat. 

Dragonfly Ministries Retreat 

Robyn Harm 

 

Annual CWL Mass 
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Following the Listening Sessions held during July, the various initiatives 

and ideas broached were moved forward through the formation of the 

Animation Group. Fr Stephen had outlined the establishment of this 

Group in the interim before the structure of any possible new Pastoral 

Councils. He advised that, 'after consultation with the Archbishop, to 

suspend the Parish Councils. The Animation Group and the Parish 

Pastoral Team will deal with the ‘pastoral concerns’ of the Ipswich 

Catholic Community.' 

35 parishioners from each of the Mass Centres composing the Ipswich 

Catholic Community were invited by Fr Stephen to form the group. The 

first meeting was held on Monday, 13th November in the Parish Meeting 

room. 'Key topics discussed were improved communication, inclusive 

diversity, and a collaborative atmosphere between parishes'.  

The resulting first initiative has been the installation of a 'Positivity Tree' in each Church, which will 

remain during Advent. The tree is decorated with paper green leaves with the thoughts of parishioners 

written on them ‘Naming the Good’. The blank leaves have been made available at each door. By the 

end of Advent the trees should be bursting full of positivity and celebration of the parishes.  

Group member, Simon McAndrew, wrote in the newsletter urging parishioners to take up this challenge, ' 

can we ‘Name the Good’ that we see in our parishes and hang them on the tree, to give the tree life?  

The second Sunday of Advent saw a good crop of green on the branches and a PowerPoint presentation 

showed Mass attendees a few of these celebratory messages. 

The group members are: Kathy Bianchi, Karen Brennan, Kerry Cassin, Erin Cocks, Lauren Cocks, 

Angelo Elape, Anthony Elmore, Lyn Fields, George Frampton, Leon Hutton, Mandy Leape-Jarvis, 

Margareta Lemon, Benjamin Leschke, Carmel Leutchford, Cheryl Lukritz, Liam Lunney, Simon 

McAndrew, Helen McArthur, Mary McGarrigal, Karen McKew, Cathy North, Jim O’Neill, John Osborne, 

Kylie Reynolds, Lawrence Risati, Del Rossetto, Graeme Rosewarne, Steph Shannon, Mary Smith, 

Chrissie Turner, Kim Williams. 

Ipswich Catholic Community - Animation Group 

Michelle Wood 

 The object in the photograph is the sacrarium located in the sacristy at St. 

Mary’s Church, Ipswich.  A sacrarium differs from an ordinary sink in a 

crucial respect: instead of draining into the local sewer system, the 

sacrarium drains down into the earth beneath the church. 

When the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ at Mass, the change is permanent.  It remains so long as the 

appearances of bread and wine do.  Sacraria are used for a variety of purposes including, but not limited 

to: the disposal of water that has been used to wash the altar linens (the corporal and Purificators); the 

disposal of water that has been used to dissolve small particles of the host; the disposal of water that has 

been used to clean up places where the Precious Blood has spilled. 

The ‘waters of cleansing’ just mentioned have been used to dissolve the consecrated species.  That is to 

say, the appearances of bread and wine no longer remain, and so the Real Presence does not remain 

either.  The Church’s Instruction, Redemptionis Sacramentum, Chapter IV, contains the relevant 

proscriptions for cleaning and purifying the sacred vessels used in the Mass, especially [119] and 

[120].  These need to be read in conjunction with the Missale Romanum Institutio Generalis, especially 

[163], [183] and [192].  

The Sacrarium 

John Cuthbert 
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OUT AND ABOUT  
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AROUND AND ... 
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AROUND THE PARISH 
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On Fathers Day this year I saw a quote that said "my father didn't 
tell me how to live. He lived, and let me watch him do it" 

I wouldn't suggest that dad was in any way reluctant to tell his 
children what to do but in the big things, it was how he lived rather 
than what he said that had the most influence. 

The actions of a person give the measure of their character and tell 
us most about what they truly regard as important. This is certainly 
true about John Callaghan. 

Family was central to his life. He was born in 1935, an only child. 
He was clearly keen to have a large family and loved being 
surrounded by his children and later, grandchildren and now great 
grandchildren. One of his great joys was handing out the presents at the family Christmas party and 
seeing the joy it gave to all the little ones.   

He and mum made a great team, each complementing the other and making a strong and nurturing 
environment in which we all grew up. 

One of my earliest memories is of dad striding down the street towards the Ebbw Vale house, briefcase 
in hand, tie blown over his shoulder, slim then and with short black hair. It was an exciting time of day for 
us kids. 

Home was a very important thing for dad. He was always working on some project or other to improve 
the family home, provide more bedrooms, or later to establish a holiday home at Bribie. 

I remember well when I said we were getting married, he said very emphatically, you need a house. 
The time you spend working together to establish your own home is crucial to building your 
relationship.  He said this and he lived it.  Dad always did jobs around the house himself, unless it was 
illegal or dangerous to do so, and sometimes even then.  

Education and career were very important to him. He often told me he was the only one of his year 10 
cohort who went on to year 11. He didn’t complete year 12 but obtained a cadetship as a civil draftsman 
and went on to play a key role in some of the big railway projects that opened up mining in Queensland. 
The Mt Isa line was the first and biggest followed by Goonyella and others.  

We were all given every opportunity and encouraged to pursue our education, starting with the schools 
right here around St Mary’s church. As some of us headed to university and dad realised that tertiary 
qualifications were increasingly important he enrolled and completed an MBA at night which enabled him 
to make a career change himself into economic development, opening new doors. 

Community, especially the catholic community was central to dad’s life. With six daughters 
attending St Marys he got involved in the P&F, and was president for many years. He was also involved in 
the Parish Council for many years. 

His friends were friends for life, some of them from school day. 
One of Dads great strengths was his unfailing willingness to help anyone.  Whenever there was a crisis 

he was there.   
One thing that was not important to him was material possessions. He genuinely wasn’t attached to 

what he called stuff.  Anything he had he was willing to share. Much of the time it was a challenge to find 
who had his concrete mixer, painting trestles and other useful items as they were passed on from person 
to person.   I recall after the 1974 flood he loaded the family dining suite onto the trailer and took it off to 
give to someone who had lost theirs. 

One of Dads great strengths was taking responsibility.  I never heard him say “someone should do 
something about that”.  He saw a need and did something. The school needed painting – he organised 
teams of parents to paint it and was there every weekend painting along with them.  He saw the 
schoolyard needed mowing. He mowed it.   

There are many things I learned from my father.  In particular I learned about what is important. I 
learned that by watching him live. 

I was going to close by saying the passing of John Callaghan has left a big hole in our lives, and that is 
true.  I think though it would be more important to say 
his living left a big and lasting imprint on our lives. 

I’d like to end with a short quote: 
Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure. 

You are loved beyond words and missed beyond 
measure. 
From the eulogy given by his family 

John Michael Callaghan  
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Officiating was Father Steven Bliss of St Marys Parish. 

There was a lovely part of the service, just after the 

Communion, when we remember the Departed and Father 

asked the members of the congregation to call out the 

names of those people and families they wanted to be 

remembered. I was so proud to say - Kenneally and De 

Berg.  

But I was just one of dozens of voices. It was lovely to see 

so many people honouring their departed loved ones, but 

particularly the McNamara, Shine, Dredge, Kavanagh, Heck, Nugent and Silva families. 

A big thank you is due to John Dredge who works so hard to organise this wonderful annual event. 

On Sunday 5 November, at Warrill Park Cemetery, members of the Ipswich 
Catholic Community gathered for the annual memorial service for their loved ones 
who rest there.  Fr Nicholas lead the service with prayers, hymns and blessing of 

the flowers which had brought out by the people.  Balloons were released at the end of the service.  Everyone then 
made their way to place the blessed flowers, on their loved one’s graves. 

November annual memorial service  
Warrill Park Cemetery 

Glamorgan Vale - Blessing of the Graves 

Jim Madden 

(Photo reproduced from his Facebook page, 

with kind permission of Jim Madden M.P.) 
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Once again the remembrance Mass, which is held on the 
fourth Saturday of November each year, was a real 
community celebration at St Michael's. Mass has been 
celebrated here for over 150 years and a small band of 
locals ensures that the tradition of honouring our ancestors 
buried in the cemetery is carried on. 

The church and cemetery are maintained by the local 
community and this year several large maintenance jobs 
have been taken on. These included the re-puttying of the 
windows including the beautiful stained glass window at the 
front of the church. This window was originally located over 
the alter, but was moved when the church was, sadly, 
remodelled and the ceiling lowered. While our church is 
always remarked on as a very pretty church, some of its 
original character was lost with the remodelling. Painting the 
interior is next on our list of jobs 
to do. 

This year around 130 people 
gathered to celebrate the lives 
of those buried in the cemetery. 
Father John Hong, in his 
sermon, showed great empathy 
with the community in 
honouring those who have died.  

Our Masses are always 
followed by a morning tea, and 
this year was no exception. 
Locals and many who travelled 
from far away, chatted over a 
cuppa for many hours, finishing 
up in the early afternoon. 

Some of the historical 
headstones in the cemetery are 
in grave need of repair and this 
year we will be contacting 
relatives who are responsible 
for maintaining the graves to plan repair work. Unfortunately, some do not have living relatives we can 
contact and this is expensive work as some of the headstones are quite elaborate, so we need all the help 
we can get with this project.  

Our volunteers who maintain the 
cemetery and grounds are getting older, 
with several well into their 80’s. They 
are amazing, but we need the younger 
generation to help with some of the 
work. One thing is for certain, our 
beautiful church on the hill will always 
be loved and looked after. 
 

St Michaels Church Pine Mountain  

Remembrance Mass 2017 

Chris Ryan 
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Christene Hall has only just 

started, The Russian 

Tapestry by Banafsheh 

Serov. So far it looks 

good. Based on a true story 

regarding the author's 

grandparents. An historical 

romance beginning in 

Revolutionary Russia and 

travelling across the war torn 

world to a new life. 

  

 

Greg Jordan 

recommends 

Mansions of 

the Heart: 

Exploring the 

Seven Stages 

of Spiritual 

Growth by R. 

Thomas - 

Ashbrook, as a 

beautiful read. He also has found 

What's So Great About Christianity by Dinesh 

D'Souza, to be full of interest and positive insights 

 

 

 

Erin Cocks very much enjoyed 

the fascinating, strange, often 

hilarioius and sometimes 

insightful, The Year of Living 

Biblically: One Man's Humble 

Quest to follow the Bible as 

Literally as Possible by A. J. 

Jacobs 

 

 

 

 

Robyn Harm was engrossed by The Beacon at 

Alexandria by Gillian Bradshaw. Set in the 4th 

Century AD, independent young 

Charis is forbidden to become a 

doctor because she is a woman. 

Disguising herself as a eunuch she 

flees Ephesus for Alexandria, 

centre of learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

Phillip Leathem was rivetted by  

Ken Follett’s latest thrilling book, A 

Column of Fire 

 

 

 

Bernadette 

McAndrew has 

been reading What are we 

Waiting For by Richard 

Leonard, a series of stories and 

reflections regarding 

understanding the seasons of 

Advent and Christmas.  She has 

found it challenging her deepest 

sense of Advent and image of 

Mary. 

 

Susan Langworthy recommends 

Our Souls by Night by Kent 

Haruf. The quietly moving story 

of two lonely people who find 

out how not to be alone, The 

best seller has recently been 

made into a film starring Robert 

Redford and Jane Fonda. 

 

 

 

Michelle Wood had found the 

newly published fantasy novel 

from local Brisbane author, 

Jessica Townsend, Nevermoor 

- The Trials of Morrigan Crow, 

to be a rollicking, ride of a tale. 

Morrigan Crow is a ‘cursed child’ 

who escapes her doom at the 

hands of the wild hunt into the 

magical city of Nevermoor. 

 

 

Marie Volkman has been 

engrossed in Tales of Horror by 

H. P. Lovecraft This collection of 

short stories contains more than 

twenty of his most popular  tales 

of the strange, macabre which will 

leave the reader unsettled. Not to 

be read before bed. 

What’s being read around the parish ... 
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Author Sarah Winch had written and now revised 

this short and practical book after the death of her 

husband.  He had asked her to write it, for the people 

who did not have her skills as a nurse and ethicist,  specialising in end-of-life care. 

I particularly liked the explanations, and the simple straight forward ways the author 

talks us through how to plan for the BEST death.  As she talks about her own and other 

people’s experiences, she is offering useful strategies for how to decide what will work for 

you, and how to ask for the help and information to achieve it.  She has useful dot points at 

the end of each chapter. 

At a time when “assisted dying” is being legislated in Victoria, and discussed in other 

states, this is a really helpful way for us to feel confident about dealing with our own or a 

family member’s approaching death, and also honour our beliefs and values            

Helen Mees 

  BOOK LOOK The BEST death - How to Die Well.   

By Sarah Winch 

University of Queensland Press 

28 August 2017 

We love to visit places in our 

world, local and further 

afield, that can have 

meaning and significance in 

our lives. Some of these can 

become part of our being, 

our soul, to the extent that we can encounter them even when we are far 

from them. A photo, a smell, a taste can bring back memories of these 

places, some that we hold dear in our hearts and others that may bring back 

unpleasant memories.  

Our prayer life can have its own kind of landscapes too and as part of this we 

may encounter beautiful places that nourish us and stark places that are cold, 

barren and fearful.  The author has described nine different landscapes and 

invites you to wander through the landscapes of your soul. Different spiritual landscapes will speak to you 

at different times in your life. As Silf says, “As you wander and linger, may you discover ever-deeper 

layers of the story God is weaving in your life and in our world.” 

Take for example the first landscape which is the Garden. Firstly the photographs are exquisite and 

show beautiful gardens in different seasons and places. Then a short story is told, possibly a folk tale, 

speaking about beauty and brokenness. Our brokenness can be even more lovingly tended and cherished 

than when we were whole. 

“Your heart is a garden, the place you go to meet God in prayer, and the place where God meets you, 

to help you tend the sacredness you share”. Then there are analogies –the weeds- the flowers we didn’t 

plant but refuse to submit to our control. Desires and yearnings,  striving for light, blossoms of joy and 

plants that hurts us.  The hard work- even paradise has to be tended, cultivate your hearts prayer, regular 

watering, pruning back anything out of control, turning over the soil reflecting on your life and 

relationships. 

Next is a modern interpretation of a gospel reading reflecting on a garden theme. Then a question 

section called ‘Time for Tendering’ in your heart’s garden. Answer all the questions or just stay with one, 

it’s your choice. 

All the landscapes have a similar layout.  Do all the landscapes or just one and take a while to walk 

around in your heart’s garden with the ‘Gardener’ or journey with God in the mountains of temptation or 

discern by sifting through your life in the desert. Be truthful, God knows it and loves you anyway. 
 

Highly Recommended  

A wonderful book for anyone who is searching for some 

answers or need guided reflections or just want a light read 

and think about life’s journey of faith with God at your side. 

Robyn Harm 

Landscapes of Prayer  

by Margaret Silf  

Published Lion Books Oxford 2011 

reprinted 2015 
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During Advent St Mary's has been offering a cuppa after 
8.30am Mass. This is one of the suggestions that came out 
of the Listening Sessions. The 'cuppa after Mass' has 
always been a great way for parishioners to connect and 
chat and has been 
around for many years. 
The generous 
volunteers signed up to 
put this in place at the 
shaded side of the 
church. Tea, cordial and 
assorted nibblies, 
sweets, cakes, biscuits, 
scones and sandwiches 
were on offer to those 
who stayed to chat. 
Thanks to the helpers 
for their willing 
generosity. 

Advent after Mass Cuppa 
Michelle Wood 

A wife asks her husband, "Could you please go 
shopping for me and buy one carton of milk and if they 
have avocados, get 6. 
A short time later the husband comes back 
with 6 cartons of milk. 
The wife asks him, "Why did you buy 6 
cartons of milk?" 
He replied, "They had avocados." 

 
 
A client recently brought her two cats to the 
veterinary clinic for their annual checkup. One 
was a small-framed, round tiger-striped tabby, 
while the other was a long, sleek black cat. She 
watched closely as the vet put each on the scale. “They weigh about the same,” she told 
her. 
“That proves it!” she exclaimed. “Black does make you look slimmer. And stripes make you 
look fat.” 
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In our 
magnificent 
St Mary's 
Church, the 
Blackstone-
Ipswich 
Cambrian 
Choir and 

the Bach Society of 
Queensland combined to present 
Handel's beloved and timeless 
oratorio 'Messiah' on Sunday, 
26th November 26 at 2:00pm. 

For over two centuries, since 
its composition in 1741 and first 
performance in Dublin in April 
1742 it has been a testament and 
inspiration. At that first 
performance, reportedly, a Dublin 
clergyman, Rev. Delaney, was so 
overcome by Susanna Cibber's 
rendering of "He was despised" 
that reportedly he leapt to his feet 
and cried: "Woman, for this be all 
thy sins forgiven thee! 

It is now one of the most 
frequently performed pieces of 
choral music in the world and is 
especially presented during 
Advent. 

Helen Mees attended, saying 
that 'It was a wonderful 
performance - at times such as the 
Hallelujah chorus - you could feel 

the sound sweep through the whole church and up 
above the rafters'.  
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Mystery St Mary’s Pictures Identified 

1. Exterior light on the forecourt brickwork 

2. Christmas bauble in giving tree 

3. Pins on Community board front entrance 
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In the newsletter of 8th October, parishioners were amazed to read 

that St Mary's Parish Office Administrator, Janelle Van De Weyer had 

tendered her resignation.  

She had worked for the parish ' for close to 17 years', being an 

important and vital part of the parish administration. 19th October was 

her final day at the office. Her leaving was low key.  

The parish, parishioners, priests and her fellow office staff will feel her 

departure. Needless to say, we all wish her every success and 

happiness. 

Farewell Janelle 

A Roman 

legion, which 

could number between 7-10 cohorts approximately 3,500 – 6000 

men, would have been stationed in Jerusalem since about 35BC 

sent to quell the many uprisings. Herod supported the legion himself 

with cavalry, infantry and artillery branches plus a navy at Caesarea 

and an intelligence branch. Many in his army were foreign 

mercenaries including Germans, Gauls, and Thracians, as well as a unit from Mt Lebanon and Sebastea. 

Many members were from his Idumean ethnic group. They often lived in villages living ordinary lives, 

farming but maintaining patrol and battle readiness. 

Most of Herod’s soldiers were Jewish joining him during his time of consolidating his rule after receiving 

his crown from the Romans. Josephus, the historian reports, “Many came in, some induced by their 

friendships with his father, some by the reputation he had already gained for himself and some to repay for 

the benefits they had already received from both of them. But what engaged the greatest number on his 

side was the hopes from him, when he should be established in his kingdom.” Three Times the size of a 

typical Roman garrison, Herod’s army was indeed a formidable force.  

A Little Daily Life at the Time of Jesus 

The initial digging work has started at the Infants School 

Work at Infants School 
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The Talkabout Team publishes articles we can 

report personally and articles kindly written for 

Talkabout by parishioners. However, there are 

many more events happening in the parishes which 

are, unfortunately, not reported in these pages. 

Here are just a few: 

annual St Eddies Skool to Skoolies bike ride.  

St Edmund’s Old Boys Dinner 

Various Class reunions from both colleges 

Carols on the Green 

Advent Evening Prayers & Advent Reflection 

Rosewood Christmas Cent Auction 

Hive Events 

What else is happening in the 

Parishes ... 

 

 

The Archdiocesan website continues  ‘Two Minute Homilies”  

Catch Ipswich old boy, John Conway on the First Sunday of Advent  

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/articles/first-sunday-advent-two-minute-homily-fr-

john-conway/ 

Former St Mary’s curate, Anthony Mellor speaks about, “The answer to 

everything is love. If you love you will keep the commandments.”  

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/articles/twenty-third-sunday-ordinary-time-two-minute-homily-fr-anthony-mellor/ 

Two Minute Homilies Hit Parade 

 

WHAT IS THIS?   
WHERE IS THIS? 

Solutions: see p 25 

Fr Nicholas and Fr John with the Shannons and 

their Christmas tree, when they joined them for 

lunch recently.  

The priests of the Ipswich Catholic Community are 

happy to join parishioners for lunch or dinner upon 

invitation. 

Great initial meeting of the volunteers with 

Lynda Mussell. Will meet next in the New Year, 

in the parish meeting room again from 6pm – 

8pm on Tuesday 9 January.  

Caritas Volunteers first meeting 
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The Talkabout Team is grateful for the continued support of local firms and organizations who advertise in 
our magazine. Their donations help us to meet the expenses of photocopying, layout and printing. We 
urge our readers and parishioners to support these advertisers as your need arises. Our advertisers are ~ 
Blackall Street Butchers ~ West Moreton Accounting & Taxation ~ Greg Rowe Optometrist ~ Reed & 
Bottcher ~ Peter McMahon’s Swim Factory ~ J. Thomas & Son Pty. Ltd ~ First Forest Funerals  

AND DON'T FORGET 

OUR NEXT ACTION 

PACKED EDITION  

FEATURING  OUR 

CHRISTMAS 

CELEBRATOINS & 

MUCH, MUCH MORE ... 

 
This fellow is 
looking to buy 
a saw to cut 

down some trees in his back yard. He goes to a chainsaw shop and asks 
about the various chainsaw 
The dealer tells him, "Look, I have a lot of models, but why don't you save 
yourself a lot of time and aggravation and get the top-of-the-line model. This 
chainsaw will cut a hundred trees for you in one day."   
So the man takes the chainsaw home and begins working on the trees. After cutting for several hours and 
only cutting two trees, he decides to quit. He thinks there is something wrong with the chainsaw. "How can 
I cut for hours and only cut two trees?" the man asks himself. "I will begin first thing in the morning 
tomorrow and cut all day," the man tells himself.  
 So the next morning, the man gets up at 4 am and cuts and cuts till nightfall, and still only manages to cut 
twenty trees.  
 The man is convinced this is a bad saw. "The dealer told me it would cut one hundred trees in a day, no 
problem. I will take this saw back to the dealer," the man says to himself.  
 The very next day, the man brings the saw back to the dealer and explains the problem. The dealer, 
baffled by the man's claim, removes the chainsaw from the case. The dealer says, "Hmm, it looks fine."  
 Then the dealer starts the chainsaw, to which the man responds, "What's that noise? 

One final word ... 

Fr Phillip Miscamble 
ofm, Minister 
Provincial of the 
Franciscans in 
Australia, New 
Zealand, Singapore 
and Malaysia, 
visited the Ipswich 
Catholic Community 
on weekend of 
11th/12th 
November.  
Every Friar in the 
Province is ‘visited’ 
by the Provincial at 
least once every 

couple of years to reflect together on how he might 
be a better friar.  

Fr Phillip Miscamble  

Minister Provincial, Franciscans  

 Talkabout Team, Robyn Harm, Michelle 

& Cath Wood & Alex Masszauer wish our 

readers and sponsors a Happy, Holy, Safe 

Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 


