
   

 

were placed before the Altar. 

The Stations were then 
announced at each point on the 
way and a verse sung between. 
"So come see, come rest, 
wherever you are. Come broken 
whole, however you are. He calls 
your name, whoever you are. 
There is room for you at the foot 
of the cross." 

The action then did not simply 
move down the aisle in parade, 
but moved around the church. 
Stopping with each Station at 
different points. 

Veronica stood at the side door 
with her cloth and an imprint of 
Jesus' face could be seen after 
she wiped his face. 

At the 10th Station, the action 
was now brought back to the 
Sanctuary. The hammering was 
mimed and the wood on wood 
sounded loud and echoing in the 
church. The notice was placed 
above his head. When Christ's 
last words were spoken, the lights 
were darkened, thunder sounded 
through the church. 

Mary and John came forth and 
Jesus was laid out before the 
Sanctuary steps, his shroud 
covered him. The soldiers and the 

crowd came up and all gathered 
about the still form beneath the 
simple white cloth. Silence held 
this scene, stark and simple, 
poignant. 

Then each person left, leaving 
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This year, St Mary's did not 
hold its usual Stations of the 
Cross, instead The Hive presented 
their Stations of the Cross Passion 
Play. They have been performing 
this in the Ipswich Catholic 
Community for the past two years; 
first at St Brigid's, Rosewood and 
then at Immaculate Heart, 
Leichhardt. This Passion was 
sourced from the Parramatta 
diocese. 

This was 
definitely 
quite 
different 
from the 
traditional 
journey 
through the 
fourteen 
stations, 
halting 
before each 
in turn with 
reflection, 
words and 
music. 
Rather, it took the form of enacting 
the Passion within the loose 
framework of the Stations of the 
Cross. Curtis Wenzel narrated, 
with April Coogan and Miranda 
McNamara reading reflections.  

The journey began far earlier in 
the narrative, with Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. The 
Roman soldiers came. Judas 
greeted him with a kiss. The 
costumes were simple, keeping to 
the basics with only a few extra 
props. Pilate and his wife then took 
places upon the sanctuary and the 
brief trial was held on the steps 
there. A crowd gathered. Pilate did 
not listen to his wife. The crowd 
demanded 'Release Barabbas'. 
The tableaux of the soldiers 
striking, bringing forth the purple 
cloak, the crown of thorns, the 
cross, were dramatic poses 
emphasising the intense drama. 
The journey began. Three crosses 

Mary and John 
alone. Then 
these mourners 
also departed, 
slowly pacing 
down the aisle, 
leaving him as 
the final witness 
of his death 
before the three 
bare crosses 
upon the 
Sanctuary. 

A hymn was 
sung, Divine 
(composed by 
Robbie Curtis). 

Finally, there was silence - 
broken only by those slight 
stirrings of a large congregation. 

All who attended were deeply 
moved, by this Stations Passion 
Play. The simple, spare scenes 
and enactment served to bring 
home the overwhelming 
humanity, tragedy of these last 
hours of the man, Jesus, who 
suffered and died. 

(film of the Passion is being prepared to be 
made available on the website) 

Stations of the Cross Passion Play 
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As usual, Christmas had been heralded by the secular world of commerce 

way back in October. Far too early for those of us who acknowledge that the 

celebration of Christmas is preceded by the four weeks of Advent; the season 

of waiting and anticipating. Marked by a lack of display and definitely no 

carols at Mass. 

Finally, Christmas itself came with Christmas Eve and Midnight Mass in St 

Mary's. The carols were now out in force, the choir sang the familiar 

favourites during the half hour before the Mass.  

The decorations adorning the church were slightly different (just to make sure 

we were taking notice) lovingly arranged by the busy team of helpers. 

On Midnight, the church darkened with the lights doused; a lantern was 

processed to the Sanctuary and Rob Hooper read the Christmas 

Proclamation, that bright, declamatory statement that echoes with the weight 

of history. 'O Come All Ye Faithful' burst forth and all sang with joy. The 

procession halted briefly in the cross aisle, as Fr Stephen blessed and 

incensed the Crib, before the second verse continued. 

A special Creed was used. 

After Communion, the lights were again extinguished. Silent Night 

was sung, as candles on the three 

altars were lit and then the flame from 

them was taken to the members of the 

congregation holding their own small 

candles. 

A couple came to the Sanctuary to 

receive the Christ child from 

Bernadette McAndrew, who had 

brought him forth from behind the 

Christmas tree. They, and their own 

little son, then took the Christ child to 

his place in the Crib manger. 

Finally, then Fr Stephen said, "Santa 

had come" and one of the altar 

servers brought baskets, filled with 

lollies, out from under the altar.  

As well, the CWL ladies then were handing out cake at the doors, 

as the congregation streamed out into the night. 

 Christmas 2017 
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This year, Caritas, the international catholic relief agency, decided to put 
more of a personal face to its campaign.  

Lynda Mussel, Diocesan Director of Caritas Australia, Archdiocese of 
Brisbane, talked at Masses across the Archdiocese at the end of 
2017, including St Marys, to encourage the community to participate 
in promoting the Caritas message. 

She spoke passionately about the work of Caritas and that she 
needed volunteers to be part of Project Compassion, as well as 
events during the year. Several parishioners came forward to 
undertake jobs that would encourage people to be more aware of 
what Caritas does, where the donations of money go and hopefully 
getting more people on board to donate. 

Susan Biddulph, Kristine Fritz, Anne Underwood, Anne Costello, 
Catherine Sawkins, Stephanie Marshall and I, answered the call. We 
were supplied with Caritas shirts information packs and posters. We 
did some formation with Lynda and then found volunteers to help out 
for the envelope distribution in each of the churches. Rosewood has a 
trusty band of parishioners who do this each year and were happy to 
continue in this role. 

The main Caritas fundraiser is Project Compassion. Envelopes and boxes are distributed to all 
Australian parishes and schools. Each pack has 6 envelopes displaying the stories of people, mainly from 
developing countries, who live in extreme poverty, affected by war, violence and natural disasters. Each 
week during Lent, parishioners donate through the envelopes.  

Caritas is the second biggest relief agency in the world, behind the Red Cross, as providers of supplies, 
education, housing and medical facilities for those in need worldwide. This can be emergency relief to 
working with other agencies in helping people to regain control of their lives and long term projects and 
education. 

This Lent, the stories have been about the success of Caritas in changing peoples’ lives for the long 
term. The stories are so inspirational and humbling and show how people can grow and change from 
situations that appear hopeless.  

One success story was Phyche Mae, from the Philippines, she and her family, were rehoused and 
given long term relief. Phyche Mae now has a university degree and is employed by the Manilla 
government to work with domestic violence situations and victims. She recently visited Australia to tell her 
story and personally thank the parishioners of the many Catholic communities for their help in changing 
her life from living and working on the rubbish dumps to one where she is now helping others. 

The volunteers chose Masses to attend in each of the Ipswich Catholic community churches. They 
displayed posters and distributed, on Project compassion weekend (first weekend of Lent), the envelopes 
and boxes to each family or individual. We had an amazing response, everyone took a pack. Each 
Monday, Anne Underwood (a Caritas volunteer for many years) Catherine and I, helped count the 
donations. We noticed an increase in donations with many people being very generous. A sincere 'thank 
you' to all who donated to such a worthy charity. 

Let us hope the message of Caritas has touched the lives of our parishioners, created awareness and 
understanding and, through their donations, provided people with an improved way of life. 

Caritas in Ipswich 2018 
Robyn Harm 

In March, Archbishop Anthony Fisher of Sydney begun the 
formal process for the Beatification of Eileen O'Connor.  
She founded Our Lady's Nurses of the Poor - known as 

the 'Brown Nuns', with Fr. Edward McGrath, in 1913.  
The sisters care for the sick poor in their homes. This was inspired by 
the difficulties Eileen O'Connor's family endured after her father's 
death, as well as her own pain and suffering; she spent much of her 
life unable to walk, after a fall that injured her spine, aged three. 
Since her death at the age of 28 in 1921, the sisters have prayed for 
her to be made saint  
The archbishop decided to present her cause after a study of her life 

was undertaken by Auxiliary Bishop, Tony Randazzo, who 

recommended this step. 

Campaign for Sainthood 
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It was a rather sad day when the Villa Maria in Limestone Street closed 
its doors for the last time.  

There are all the obvious reasons to make the move to the new Villa in 
Robertson Rd. However, that necessity could never derogate from the 
memories involving the time, effort and care by the many people who 
worked and lived there over the last 50 years.  

The last Mass celebrated on the 25th January, in the chapel by Fr 
Stephen and the Anglican priest, Michelle Knight, was attended by a 
small crowd of ladies from the home and some family members and 
friends. The chapel has seen many Masses, liturgies, baptisms and 
funerals.  

Fr Stephen spoke about the day being the Feast Day of the 
Conversion of St Paul. He said how relevant that was considering the 
people of Villa who are now moving to the new Villa and their lives would 
be changed forever. Transition would be slow, and moving for anyone 
involves a certain amount of stress. but Jesus would help with grace and 
the patience which he would bestow on those involved with the move. 

It was the right thing to do. The old Villa was not up to the physical 
standards expected for modern-day care and the new Villa will become 
the new place of healing, comfort, care and companionship.  

It was important to acknowledge the old Villa chapel as a place of worship for the Sisters who nursed 
at Villa, as well as the ladies who lived there.  

Carol, the chaplain of Villa for the past 16 years, was blessed by Fr Stephen and prayed over to help in 
her role at the new Villa Maria. Her ministry will continue to be one of care and compassion for the elderly 
residents.  

The new Villa is a fresh and roomy building with many sitting rooms, a café, courtyards, large 
comfortable rooms for the residents, now both men and 
women. Big windows enable them to see outside, whilst 
enjoying the comfort of air conditioning.   

Each room has a small glass cabinet that can house 
something personally special to the residents, that they would 
like to display just outside their rooms. The art on the walls is 
also relevant to the clients, with several D’Arcy Doyle prints 
hung, as well as display cases of old stamps, photos and 
activities that the older people can relate to.  

There is a lovely new chapel furnished with the statues from 
the old chapel. 

With the church of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal just 
next door, several residents already go to Mass there with 
their carer.  The new 
Villa houses 100 clients, 
as well as including a 
separate dementia ward. 
There are rooms still 
available for new 
residents. 

 And so we celebrate 
another step in the 
history of the Catholic 
Church in Ipswich.  

Villa’s Last Mass and the New Villa Maria. 
Robyn Harm 
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Readers of the Palm Sunday newsletter were considerably electrified by the 
notice from Fr Stephen as to his activities for the next few weeks: 
'Just to let you know! 

During  the  Commonwealth Games I will be a Volunteer Fleet  Driver, based 
at the Games Village: I will be a driver for Teams and Officials. I have 13 
rostered shifts and look forward to doing my bit for the Games! I see this as 
an expression of my Franciscan Life of being with the people and a positive 
witness  of priesthood and Church. How would you like to be driven around by 
a Friar? I am sure you can imagine different conversations when athletes and 
officials find out that they are being driven around the Coast by a Priest... 
Hopefully, I will be able to share some of those encounters with you!' 

It was a busy time, and Fr Stephen kept us updated on his Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/stephen.d.bliss); posting pictures and a few 
on-the-go comments. 

His driving included taking a busload of Papua New Guinea athletes on a 
shopping trip to buy clothes for marching in the Opening Ceremony and 
transporting visiting ambassadors from various Commonwealth countries. 

The big adventure made it into the pages of The Catholic Leader, with a 
comprehensive article; 

http://catholicleader.com.au/news/franciscan-priest-takes-drivers-seat-
unique-evangelisation-effort-commonwealth-games 

He commented there, ‘I try and continue to be relevant to the people of 
Ipswich. I think we need the parish to see us as human beings, and that 
the Church is relevant and can adapt. Interacting with people on the 
international scene both young and old, is an opportunity to experience a 
different vision of Catholic Church and a different experience of a Catholic 
priest certainly a Franciscan. And it’s a lot of fun.’ 

In closing he posted, 'It’s been a lot of fun, now put the baton down 
and get ready for my new job!' 

 Fr Stephen and the Commonwealth Games 

Words from Viktor E Frankl: 

‘Love is the ultimate and the highest goal 

to which man can aspire. Then I grasped 

the meaning of the greatest secret that 

human poetry and human thought and 

belief have to impart: The salvation of 

man is through love and in love.’ 

‘Success, like happiness, cannot be pursued; it must 

ensue, and it only does so as the unintended side-effect 

of one’s dedication to a cause greater than oneself.’ 

‘Religion is the search for ultimate meaning.’ 

‘Faith is trust in ultimate meaning.’ 
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There is an inscription on the end of the high altar in St Mary’s Church: IN 

MEMORY OF  WILLIAM JOSEPH  LYNCH AND FAMILY, MARCH 19,  

1919. Who was this man? 

William arrived in Queensland on the Sabrina on Jan 1st 1856 aged 6, with 

his two sisters  

Elizabeth aged 13 and Mary Ann aged 9 and his parents, John and Mary. 

While his father went off to work as a builder, William went to school at St 

Mary’s . 

 When you think of W. J. Lynch, the first thing that comes to mind is 

education. The Parish Priest of Ipswich when the Lynch family arrived was 

Fr McGinty, who built the first stone church, followed in 1863 by the 

Frenchman, Fr. Henry Brun. The Sisters of Mercy  arrived more or less at the 

same time as Fr Brun to take over the infants school and girls primary 

school, but Fr Brun ran a separate school for boys. His principal teacher was 

James Breen who would later leave Australia with Fr Brun in 1873 to 

complete training for the priesthood. He would return as Fr. 

Breen 

As William Lynch moved into mid-teens he became a pupil-

teacher, assistant to James Breen. He was then appointed by 

Fr Brun as a full-time teacher at various Catholic Non-Vested 

Schools in the vast parish. For example he was for a while a 

teacher at Gatton ( 1871) and then Redbank (from 1876) 

Finally, while Lynch was teaching at Redbank non-Vested 

School in 1876, Fr Horan sold the school  to the Queensland 

Government, but Lynch stayed on, now a government 

employee. William had by now taken his unmarried sister Mary 

as his assistant. When Dinmore school was opened, he moved 

there as Principal and remained until his retirement and death. 

Inspectors were uniformly impressed with his teaching ability - 

even though he had no proven formal qualifications. For 

example, he was assessed as “efficient, industrious and  

painstaking … “One of the best teachers in the district.” 

As a young man William was very active in sports: running, 

cricket and football. Later he demonstrated his organizing ability by becoming chairman or vice chairman 

of bodies running each of these codes eg Ipswich and West Moreton Cricket Association.   

William Lynch was a very important person not merely in the teaching area of the vast Ipswich parish, but 

more particularly in connection with St Mary’s church itself. He had the honour as a 10 year old to serve 

Fr McGinty in the first mass in McGinty’s church. Forty four years later when Fr Horan said the first mass 

in his new St Mary’s church, William Lynch was again asked to be the server. Cardinal Moran, in Ipswich 

to bless St Mary’s, asked that the first mass to be said at the high altar. However, Fr Horan wanted the 

Cardinal to say the first mass on the High Altar, but nevertheless intended to say the real first mass 

himself, so celebrated mass at Our Lady’s Altar with William Lynch as server. 

In those 44 years between the opening of the old and new St Mary’s, William Lynch was deeply involved 

in all the committees to raise money for Horan’s 

projects or to welcome Fr Horan home from his 

sick leave holidays. In fact, he was also appointed 

manager of collections in the church. This was 

probably inevitable, as his father John Lynch had 

long been in charge of collections in the church. 

In 1899 we find William acting as sponsor for all 

William J Lynch 
 by John Kane 

St. Mary's Parish Historical Society 
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the boys during a confirmation 

ceremony. When Miss V. Watson, 

organist was farewelled with presents 

and an illuminated address, it fell to 

William Lynch to thank the donors on 

behalf of Vi Watson. Records list his 

donations to the building fund 

collection at the opening of the new 

church. In 1905 at the opening of a 

new church at Esk, Lynch was one of the two speakers supporting Fr 

Horan’s toast to the visitors. He was very involved in the CYMS,  Mens' 

Sacred Heart Association and organizing the crowds at processions. 

William Lynch never married so left no 

direct descendants for us to talk to. 

Likewise his teacher sister Mary 

remained single. However his sister  

Elizabeth married a Mark McDonald, 

one of a large family of 4 girls and 2 

boys. Of the many McDonalds in our 

parish some are related to William 

Lynch. 

In his will,  apparently written in 1900, 

(or possibly 1910) there was a gift of 

£500 to build an altar, “in the church 

about to be built”, a very large sum of money. One internet site 

translates that to be about $67,000 today,  and another  suggests 

$75,000 in present day currency!! We should take the sign on the 

high altar seriously and remember W.J. Lynch.  

The Orpheus Chorale held a wonderful Easter Concert on Sunday, 18th March at St 

Mary's Church. The Chorale sang beautifully along with the wonderful Young Orpheus 

Singers and the Ipswich Orpheus Orchestra. They were conducted by Daniel Calder 

(Chorale), Krystel Spark (YOS) and Greg Wilson (Orchestra). The audience was fully 

appreciative of this impressive performance of the Chorales repertoire for the upcoming 

Eistedfodd at Easter, in this most beautiful of settings. 

Orpheus Chorale Easter Concert  

(Photo reproduced from Chorale’s Facebook page, with kind permission  
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‘All God’s Creation is Very Good!’ was the 
theme of the World Day of Prayer 2018.  

This year, the parishioners of St Thomas’ 
Anglican Church, North Ipswich set the scene 
to celebrate the country of Suriname, in northern South America. About 60 people from 
different Christian faith communities of Ipswich attended. 

The service booklet was created by the World Day of Prayer Committee Suriname. 
The cover art, painted by a local artist, shows the rich diversity of the country's people, 
flora and fauna. 

The language is Sranan and we were encouraged to say, ‘All God’s Creation is Very 
Good’ - A heri grontapu di Gado meki bun doro, doro.  

Seven stories of Suriname women were read, each from a different culture and area.  
Alima is from the Arawak Tribe from Paramaribo, Galibi and Marowijne, the first 
inhabitants. Their lifestyle is based on co-existing with the environment, caring 
and preserving nature. Muyinga is from the Maroons, living in Sipaliwini, their 
ancestors were enslaved Africans who fled to the interior to be free. They still 
practise many traditions from West Africa and take care of the rainforests and 
animals. The rainforest represents 94% of the country and functions as the 
‘lungs of the Earth’. Mei Ling, lives in Coronie, descended from Chinese 
immigrants, who traditionally, worked on the plantations and then later in retail 
businesses. Carolina is Creole of European and African parentage. Agriculture 
is the main industry in her region, La Prosperite. Willemien  is a descendant of 
Dutch farmers, now known as Boeroes who live in Paramaribo, working in 
agriculture. Shanti lives in Nickerie, her ancestors came from India as 
indentured labourers; her family work in agriculture and oil mining. Kartini lives 
in Commewijne, her ancestors came from Indonesia as indentured labourers; 
her family practises horticulture.  

Retired Anglican Priest Rev. Kaye Pitman, shared her thoughts about how 
people could be pro-active in making a difference to the environment and people’s lives right here in 
Ipswich. It is up to everyone to change our actions and views to make an impact.  

A short skit was enacted, reminding us about the changes we can make by recycling and gifting things 
to charities. 

The prayers and readings talked of how God is good, what He has created is good; that we are here to 
preserve the earth and be responsible for the environment. Comments were made about the greed for 
minerals and the destruction of the forests, by irresponsible companies mining and the resulting 
contamination.  

Prayers also asked forgiveness for the way we have treated others as part of God’s creation. We were 
asked to make a personal committment and write it on cards offered up with the collection; to be better 
stewards of creation and caretakers of our neighbours. Then we joined in an Act of Committment and 
saying the Lord’s Prayer. 

Finally, there was the Commissioning for the 2019 service, which will celebrate Slovenia. The theme is 
‘Come. Everything is Ready.’ This will be undertaken by St Marys Catholic Church, Ipswich. Agnes Byrne, 
as the representative, took the candle from the Anglican representative. After the blessing and closing 
hymn was sung, the congregation was invited to a very yummy morning tea in the hall.  

Thank-you to the ladies of St Thomas’, for making us aware of Suriname, its people, beautiful nature, 
treasures and problems. Let us always be open to understanding other cultures who may appear to be 
different, but are so similar to us as part of God’s creation. 

World Day of Prayer  

Robyn Harm 
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As we enter the second quarter of the year, the time seems to 
have passed quickly, however much has been achieved. 

A planning meeting in January of the Catholic Women’s League for the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane covered activities for the various Branches and 
included a discussion on our motto for the year which brought many 
suggestions resulting in a majority vote for “Kindness brings Hope”. A fitting 
aim in our daily lives. 

 Activities for 2018 commenced with a Bridge afternoon on 31st January. 
Our regular group of ladies and gentlemen welcomed the start of fortnightly Wednesday gatherings at 
CWL House where they enjoy great company, a friendly game of Auction Bridge, afternoon tea and a 
chance to win a small prize. If you would like to join in, contact Agnes on 32814568. New players always 
most welcome. 

Two of our members on behalf of the Ipswich Catholic Community, attended a planning meeting on 9th 
February at St. Thomas’ Anglican Church North Ipswich, for the World Day of Prayer on 2nd March.  

Our monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month commenced on 8th February, where 
activities for the year were discussed and decisions made. The calendar is filling rapidly.  

Again, this year CWL House was the venue each Tuesday in Lent for a group of ten ladies to gather to 
listen to and discuss the gospel for the following Sunday. Where were the men this year? We hope you 
will join the lively and inspiring discussions next year. 

A night at the Ipswich Incinerator Theatre, on the 22nd March, was highly successful socially and 
financially, thanks to the Ipswich Little Theatre Society, our members and loyal supporters who make this 
important fundraiser possible. It was, as always, a night to catch up with friends, enjoy the play and a tasty 
supper. The raffle result made the night even more enjoyable for the two ladies who collected the prizes. 
Thank you one and all. 

The Easter ceremonies as always saw the churches packed during Holy Week and on Good Friday, 
Saturday Vigil and Easter Sunday. Whilst all were inspirational and involve many hours and much effort 
for countless people, the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday portrayed by the youth of the Hive (and 
their families) was a most moving experience. In all, an uplifting experience thanks to the dedication of our 
priests and volunteers. 

The highlight of our branch’s year is our Annual Mass at 10.30 am on 31st May at St. Mary’s.  We 
extend an invitation to everyone, in appreciation of the support we receive from the Ipswich Catholic 
Community.               “Kindness brings Hope” 

CWL NEWS 
Agnes Byrne 

The much anticipated Queen's Baton Relay made 
its way through Ipswich on Thursday, 29th March. 
St Mary's Church was a whistlestop on the baton's 

winding route, after it came over the David Trumpy Bridge from North Ipswich and the Workshops 
Museum. Tom Edwards, bearer number 58, rode in a vintage 1925 Austin 20 Tourer over the bridge and 
then handed the baton over at the Presbytery corner to bearer number 59, Ray Crompton. Ray took the 
baton past St Mary's, with students from St Mary's Primary School and both colleges making up a large 
part of the crowd lining Elizabeth Street to cheer him on. Ray has been a tireless worker for charities in 
Ipswich for over 40 years. He passed on the baton to bearer 60, St Mary's College Senior and Taekwondo 
champion, Tamzin Christoffel, who took it on up the hill. 
Channel 7 coverage of the baton in Ipswich can still be seen at: https://www.pscp.tv/w/1ZkJzVqPadDJv 

Queen’s Baton Relay 

(Photos reproduced from St Edmund’s and Ipswich City Council Facebook pages, with kind permission) 
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Palm Sunday 

encompasses 

the heights and 

depths of Holy 

Week; 

commencing 

with the Blessing of the palms, but then at the Gospel, the 

Passion is read.  

How history repeats itself. In Plato's Symposium one of the 

guests had just won a prize for a play 

and he and his friends were justly 

celebrating. Socrates, however, 

sounded a note of caution, observing 

that the crowd who voted for the 

winning play was fickle. One day 

lauding someone to the heavens 

while on the next showering him with 

derision. 

Little may have the disciples and 

Jesus guessed that this was to be 

their lot five days later, following the 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

PALM SUNDAY 

Prayers around the cross, 
set the tone not only for 
Holy Week, but as well as 
for the Triduum beginning 
with Maundy Thursday. 
The liturgy complete with 
songs, Gospel readings 
and reflections was 
thoughtfully prepared so 
all those participating took 
away something to reflect 
upon, to lead into the 
coming Triduum 
One which struck home 
regarded 'love your 
enemy' — easier said 
than done especially if 
the enemy is close at 
hand rather than 

halfway around the world. 
The dimly lit church emphasised that approximately two 

thousand years ago and without hindsight, the Nazarene and 
his followers sensed more than they knew regarding what dark 
days, betrayals, denials, hatreds, disbeliefs were to follow the 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 

Prayers Around the Cross 
Alex Masszauer 
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EASTER TRIDUUM 

Holy Thursday 

This service was very well attended.  

A surprising touch was a differing view from previous times of carrying the cross. An 

image of the fifth station, Simon of Cyrene helping Jesus was projected. It was a 

painting by the German artist Monsignor Sieger Koeder, 

Traditionally the fifth station shows Simon of Cyrene walking behind Jesus holding up 

the foot of the cross. Jesus walks 

ahead. Somehow this image does not capture the 

struggle and pain of the cross and seems to tame 

the situation. 

In contrast, the German artist Monsignor Sieger 

Koeder presents a fascinating image of this scene 

by placing Simon next to Jesus, with both looking 

out of the picture towards us. The yoke of the cross 

sits across both their shoulders, so that equally they 

bear this load. In fact, it is difficult to see which is 

Jesus which is Simon.   

This image reminds us of two things: that Jesus 

helps each of us to carry our cross and we are each 

asked to help carry each others' cross. Every act 

however great or small is a generous act of love.  

‘If I do not wash your feet, you 

shall have no part with me’.  

Tantum ergo Sacramentum 

GOOD FRIDAY  

 Adoration of the Cross 
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The celebration, 

begins in the 

darkness, 

commencing with 

lighting the Pascal candle from the Pascal fire in the 

forecourt. This magical moment is the opening of the light 

for the Easter Vigil, leaping as it were from one person to 

the next as the faithful follow the celebrant into the dark 

church space. 

Truly an amazing sight, seeing the darkness of the church 

receding 

before 

first by one light, then another and 

then gradually spreading throughout 

the interior by progressively more 

lights. The darkness has no power.  A photo may come close to capturing such a moment, but it is only by 

seeing this phenomena as it happens, that it truly brings home the beauty and immediacy of darkness 

being driven forth by the light. 

However, the church remains darkened, still the small lights exist in semi-isolation. The lights only fully 

came on with the Gospel procession. The joy of unity comes in with a bang as the church lights flare, totally 

destroying the remaining darkness while the 

Gospel of Resurrection is processed to the 

lectern and read.  

Sam, Ian, and Greg were fully initiated at 

the Easter celebrations being baptised, 

confirmed and enjoyed their first communion. 

As well, Fiona and Seini received Confirmation 

and Holy Communion at the Vigil. 

Afterwards, the big crowd stayed for a more 

social celebration; with chocolate Easter eggs 

for all, the usual cups of tea/coffee and snacks. 

The whole Vigil wound up by 8:00 pm - so it 

EASTER TRIDUUM 

Vigil Mass 
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OUT AND ABOUT  
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AROUND AND ... 
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AROUND THE PARISH 

(3 photos below reproduced from his Facebook 

page, with kind permission of Jim Madden M.P.) 
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Those who knew Egon, agree that 
he was unique and one of a kind! 
He was down to earth, quick-witted, 
generous, honest, faithful and loyal. 
He taught his family by example, 
doing his best to live his life 
according to the Gospel message.   
Egon’s parents married in 

Germany, and then immigrated to Australia in 1931 
settling in West Ipswich. He was born in 1935, one of 
5 children.  He started school At 4½ years at Blair 
State school, and at 7 years went to St Mary’s 
Brothers school.  

Egon was a worker and a saver.  At 10, he 
delivered milk for 2 shillings each morning. On 
school holidays, the milkman would let him steer his 
ute back to his farm at Rosewood. Here he milked 
cows, drove the tractor and rode horses. He did a 
meat run on horse and cart for 6 shillings each trip, 
saving enough to buy a new bike. He would then ride 
that bike all the way to Willowbank to collect empty 
McMahon's drink bottles at threepence each, 
sometimes saving two-three pounds per day! 

At 15, he left school to undertake an electrician 
apprenticeship at the Ipswich Railways. At 18, he 
was called up for National Service where he attained 
the rank of Sergeant.  

Egon loved sport, and joined the Railways junior 
and Ipswich rugby league football teams, before 
playing for Ipswich Brothers Rugby League at senior 
level.  In 1963, he played for Brisbane Brothers and 
played in the Bulimba Cup.    

In 1958, he decided to join the Army full time, but 
the night before, was offered a job at Scott's Boiler 
shop, as a storeman. This ended his army career, 
and the next year he joined Monier as a store clerk. 
He worked his way up to Purchasing Manager, and 
later, Senior Clerk for the contracting division under 
the Queensland Manager.  

In 1965, he joined St Mary’s Parents & Friends as 
Secretary/Treasurer. He attended parish committee 
meetings at night, and on weekends worked on a 
number of school maintenance programmes like 
painting school rooms, fencing and mowing.   

He retired from the workforce in 1992, but 
continued to help groups such as the Ipswich-
Moreton Community Apprenticeship Scheme 
(IMCAS), and the Queens Park scouts where he 
became assistant scout leader, training boys from 
cub to pioneer level for over 10 years.  

Music was always a part of Egon’s life from a 
young age. He was a member of the parish choir, 
and the men’s choir recorded three home masses at 
Channel 9, and he did one reading – his one and 
only solo television performance! 

Egon had a strong faith. In 1972, he attended a 
Cursillo weekend, which he found spiritually 
enriching. Soon many of his parish friends joined 
him; in 1977 they ran their own Cursillo at Marburg 
Seminary. Cursillo gave him the courage to read at 

mass and take on the role of commentator/cantor for 
several years at St Mary’s.  

He worked with numerous parish groups, assisted 
families after the 1974 flood, and visited friends 
when they were in hospital or sick at home.  He did 
so up until a few weeks before he died. Even while 
raising 7 children, he sponsored many less fortunate 
children through Innocents Relief for over 40 years. 

He had many talents. He could make or fix nearly 
anything; had excellent general knowledge over a 
range of topics, especially geography and war 
history. He was a good writer, great with numbers 
and problem solving – a cryptic crossword king! 

He was a master gardener, and was very proud of 
his garden and weed-free lawn. He grew corn, 
spinach, tomatoes and flowers. His first attempt at 
cucumbers last year was a huge success! In 
between hospital visits, he couldn’t wait to get back 
home to tend to the cucumbers. This was his last 
gardening achievement. 

Egon and Marge met in 1955 at a dance at 
Coolangatta, and were married in 1962 in Brisbane. 
They moved to Ipswich in 1966. They were married 
for 55 years, and were devoted to each other and 
raising their 7 children. They have been actively 
involved in guiding their 15 grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren, whom they adore. They 
embodied the true meaning of teamwork.  

Above all, his first priority was the care of his wife 
and family. Providing a home, raising his 7 children 
were paramount. On any scale (all educated at 
Ipswich Catholic schools) a huge undertaking. 

The grandchildren will miss their grandad a lot, 
especially his famous lolly jar, milkshakes and the 
annual Easter egg hunt! For the younger ones we 
will make sure in time that they know just how 
special he was – especially the youngest grandchild: 
Lachlan Edward Egon Titmarsh. 

As through all their married life together, so it was 
at the end. Marge never left his side. The strength 
and courage shown by them both during this time 
was truly inspirational. The last week of his life was a 
profound spiritual experience for our family.  

His requiem mass was led by Rev James Spence 
and Deacon Peter Olsen at St Mary’s on 11 January.  

In March 2018, Egon and Marge received the 
Quinn Medal. This honoured them for their 
generosity as loyal donors to the Catholic Church, 
and their faithful support to the Archdiocese for over 
twenty years (Dad would have loved this!). 

Dad, thank you for being our father. It has been an 
honour to be one of your children. You taught each 
of us so much and we love and thank you for this. 
We will always remember you and are so fortunate 
that you have been our Father. 

A tribute to Egon Homburg born to eternal life 4 January 2018 
From his seven children: Karen, Cathy, Michael, Lisa, Greta, Nicole and Vikki. 
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Many of us, if we are honest, will admit to a feeling of 
empathy with the elder brother of the prodigal son (Lk 15). Here 
he is, the dutiful son, working hard year after year, doing all his 
father asks without complaint. "I never once disobeyed you." 
And for what? His renegade brother turns up after 'swallowing 
up your property with prostitutes', and is he punished? Not a bit 
of it. The red carpet is put out, the fatted calf killed and a huge 
party put on for him. 'Yet you never gave me even a young goat 
to feast on with my friends,' he bitterly accuses his father. 

In Rembrandt's painting, the elder brother stands with his 
back to his father. You see his anger, even rage, in his stiff 
posture, his stern, unsmiling look. No way could he join in the 
'Welcome back' celebrations for this blackguard of a brother. 

His bitterness rises like bile, and the image of the good and 
dutiful son cracks as resentment pours out of him. The 
unfairness of it. He has worked so hard all these years, sweated 
his life out, managed the property - and for what? When 'your 
son'- not, note, 'my brother'- returns after his fun and games, 
you, our father, welcome him with open arms. 

With shocking clarity, we see the joyless spirit of this responsible man. Yes, he did his duty, he was the 
'good' son, helping his father. And all the while, unknown perhaps even to himself, he harboured a 
seething resentment. How dare his feckless brother come back, even to be a servant! But worst of all, how 
could his father open his arms to this wretch of a son? His anger boiled over and now, maybe for the first 
time, he disobeyed him and refused to join in the celebration, refused to share in the joy of his father. 

 "He welcomes sinners and eats with them" (Lk 12:2). This complaint of the upright Scribes and 
Pharisees, dutiful keepers of the law, is what triggered off the story of the two sons and their father. The 
scandal of grace. The scandal of really, warmly, welcoming the sinner. No accusations. No pound of flesh. 
No punishment. 'Quick!' the father says to the servants. Quick. Don't delay. Don't judge. Quick - make him 
feel at home. Celebrate. 

If we feel for the elder son is it because of an unwanted suspicion that under our veneer of goodness 
lurks a similar pharisaic persona? Little things give us away; our lack of joy, for example, when a colleague 
gets the promotion we felt was our due. The way we smart when others don't appreciate all we do for 
them. The resentment that rises when another is the life and soul of the party while we are left slaving in 
the kitchen. Whinging and whining, even though it is hidden under our 'lovely' smile, we shrivel, and our 
hearts turn to stone. 

Let us take a good look at the elder son this Lent. All the years he lived with this wonderful father and 
yet did not know him. Are we, with all our years of 'goodness' any better? How well do we know the 
Father? How well do we know Jesus, the beloved Son who will lead us to him? Can we believe the Father 
when he tells us, 'All that is mine is yours'? Will we believe him today? 

 

Sister Redempta Twomey is a Columban Sister living in Ireland. 
(published in Far East Magazine March 2009, online at the St Columbans Mission Society website: 
https://www.columban.org.au/media-and-publications/the-far-east-magazine/archive/2009/the-far-east-mar
-2009/reflection-the-scandal-of-grace ) 
 Columban eBulletin  eBulletin - Vol 11 No. 1 2018  

REFLECTION 
THE SCANDAL OF GRACE 

Words from Viktor E Frankl: 
 

“Everything can be taken from a 

man but one thing: the last of 

the human freedoms—to 

choose one’s attitude in any 

given set of circumstances, to 

choose one’s own way.” 
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St Edmund’s College has a long tradition of working with 

the Ipswich community as well as the wider, often 

international, community.  Though we are still in the first 

half of 2018, the College has already embarked on new 

service opportunities, as well as maintained their long-

standing traditions with community institutions.  One such 

institution being Little Kings.  

For over a decade, St Edmund’s College students have 

taken to the streets of Ipswich to help collect donations 

for Little Kings.  In March, an army of blue and white took 

time out of their Sunday morning to raise money for 

individuals with a disability, as well as their extended 

family.  The young men were dedicated in their actions, with many 

parents offering a helping hand on the day too.  St Edmund’s College 

was able to donate one of their largest donations to the charity to help 

better those who are in need.  

In late February, the College embarked on a new tradition and 

partnered with St Mary’s Primary and St Mary’s College to participate 

in Project Compassion’s Walk For Justice.  Throughout their lunch 

break, students from the three schools walked side by side down Mary 

Street, past St Mary’s Church, and back up the hill through St Mary’s 

College carrying buckets of water or bundles of bricks.  The students 

carried these items to symbolise the hardships that many women and 

children around the world endure just to fulfil the basic necessities of 

life.  These students walked in solidarity with thousands of people 

around the world who need to cover many kilometres to obtain food, 

fetch water and to get to school; to simply survive.  Close to three-

hundred students walked this lap, many able to walk three laps with 
buckets by their side.  Eddies students who walked added to the 

ongoing donations that the College collected through Term 1 and the 

Lent period. 

But service at St Edmund’s is also highlighted 

within the College.  The beginning of March saw the 

students acknowledging the vital role of women 

globally.  Every student and staff member wore a 

purple ribbon to celebrate International Women’s 
Day and acknowledge the important women in their 

lives.  International Women’s Day is important for 

the young men at St Edmund’s because Eddies 

men are kind men, strong men and gentlemen.  For 

our Grandfathers, being a gentleman meant holding 

the door open for women. For our Fathers, being a 

gentleman meant supporting their partners to have 

a career. For the current generation, being a 

gentleman means being a man of justice and seeking equality 

for all, including women.  

St Edmund’s not only empowers the minds of young men 

through academics and co-curricular activities, but also through 

a strong culture built around service.  All students at the 

College are encouraged to take part in service activities so they 

can not only better themselves, but also help better the 

community around them.   

Service at St Edmund’s 
Communication Officer Nick Devin  
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A hot Sunday afternoon on 
18th February, St Stephens 
Catholic Cathedral was the 
scene  of the official Rite of 
Election for all the candidates 
from the RCIA groups 
throughout the Archdiocese. The 
cathedral was filled with the 
candidates and their sponsors, 
catechists and parishioners from 
the various parishes. Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge presided over the liturgy. This liturgy is a public 
statement of the catechumen’s readiness for the sacraments of 
initiation and the Church’s acceptance of their intention to follow 
the way of Christ. It happens all over the world on this day. 

The ceremony's main focus was the processing and gathering of the groups around the sanctuary. 
Each group presented their official parish book, The Book of the Elect, inscribed with the names of the 
candidates which had already been presented at their own parish ceremony.  The names of all the 
candidates were read out. Between each group being read, the cantor and congregation sang.  The final 
prayer instructed the Elect to accept Christ as their way, truth and life and to walk in the peace of Christ.   

Archbishop Mark was thrilled to see so many people who had decided through discernment and 
catechesis, to join the Catholic Faith Community. He also commented that this show of strength in 
numbers opened the eyes of the candidates, seeking full initiation into the church, to the realisation that 
they were not an isolated group, but belonged to a much larger community of faith seekers and their 
supporters. Finally, the Book Bearers, the Elect and their sponsors, followed by the Archbishop, processed 
out of the church accompanied by a fanfare. 

After the ceremony, the groups were invited to have a small celebration afternoon tea on the lawn of 
the cathedral precincts, meet the 
Archbishop and take photos to remember 
this milestone in their faith journey.  

The Ipswich Catholic Community was 
represented by Fr Stephen and 
Bernadette McAndrew who were the 
catechists of the group; along with the 
RCIA members who had already been 
baptised and received the last two 
sacraments of initiation at the Mass for 
Christ the King - Nicole, Sheren and 
Liana; those seeking full initiation at the 
Easter celebrations - Sam, Ian, Greg; 
Fiona and Seini receiving Confirmation 
and Holy Communion at Easter and of 
course, their sponsors. 

This was a really happy occasion for 
all those on the journey of faith. 

RCIA Rite of Election for Archdiocese of Brisbane     

Robyn Harm 

Do you know? 

1.  Who was on the mountain of Transfiguration with 

Jesus?  Matthew 17:1  

2. Who was the treasurer of the disciples’ money?   

 John 12:4-6  

3.  What did Paul almost persuade King Agrippa to do? Acts 50:26  

4. If you are carrying heavy burdens, who will take care of them? Matthew 11:28 

5. Who was the first one to see a rainbow in the sky? Genesis 9:11-17    

Answers are on page 24 ... 

A Little Biblical Trivia ... 
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Helen Mees has been reading and 
found great inspiration in Man’s 
Search for Meaning by Viktor E 
Frankl, which relates the tragic story 
of Frankl’s life as a Jewish 
psychiatrist in Germany and then 
imprisonment in the death camps. 

 

Sam Notley is reading Russia and 
The Universal Church by Vladimir 
Solovyev. First published in France 
in 1889, it explores the Orthodox 
church and its relations with Rome 
as the Universal Church   
Translated by Herbert Rees in 1948. 

 

Aileen Kelly has been absorbed by 
A Contemporary Missionary by 
Fr Emmanuel Aguiyi, The 
reflections and thoughts of 
Nigerian, Fr Aguiyi who has been 
serving in the Brisbane 
Archdiocese, regarding his 
experiences in this role. 

 

Jacinta Underwood has enjoyed and 
been inspired by Breakthrough: A 
Journey from Desperation to 
Hope by Fr Rob Galea, the well-
known, high profile priest, songwriter 
and singer, from the Sandhurst 
Diocese, Victoria who appeared on 
the X-Factor in 2015 

 

Vicki Pickering cannot recommend too highly All 
the Light We Cannot See by 
Anthony Doerr. Winner of the 
2015 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and 
the 2015 Carnegie Medal for 
Excellence in Fiction, in sparse 
prose it tells parallel stories of a 
young French girl and a German 
youth during World War II. 

 

Bev Cheyne recommends this 
true story of suffering and redemption 
regarding a terrible crime. Wildflowers 
in the Median by Agnes Furey  

Tracey Underwood has been rivetted 
by the story of a little known part of 
China. Under the Soviet Shadow: 
The Yining Incident : Ethnic 

Conflicts and International Rivalry 
in Xinjiang, 1944-1949 by David D 
Wang 

 

Kirsty Johnson has been unable to 
put down, The Good People by 
Hannah Kent. Set in County Kerry, 

Ireland in 1825 and based on true 
events, this is a harrowing, dark, 
beautifully told, tale involving 
ancient beliefs in 'the good 
people' and changelings. 

 

Marie Volkman found Depraved 
Heart by Patricia Cornwell, the 
twenty-third  thriller in her series 
featuring medical examiner Dr. 
Kay Scarpetta, to be an absorbing pager-turner that 

had to be finished in double time. 

 

 

Alex Masszauer is re-reading two 
Douglas Adams titles, and 
finding them, as usual, to be 
wonderfully absurd and hilarious, 
as well as thought provoking and 
unique; Long Dark Teatime Of 

The Soul and Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective 
Agency 

 

Chris 
Underwood is 
reading Divine 
Mercy in My 
Soul: the 
Diary of Sr 
Faustina 
Kowalska. 

Based on the contents of Polish 
Sr Faustina’s her handwritten 
diary from 1934 until her death, 
in 1938. Pope John Paul II 
described her as ‘the great apostle of Divine Mercy 
in our time’ , canonising her on 
30th April, 2000, as St. Faustina.  

What’s being read around the parish ... 
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My husband, Kev, recently attended a 
show with comedian, Anh Do telling his 

life story . He enjoyed the show so much that he bought his autobiography. So I 
thought I would read it as I enjoyed his shows and heard of his many talents. 

The book tells the story of his family’s life in war- torn Vietnam, their escape in 
an overcrowded boat, pirates and the threat of death from hunger, disease and 
dehydration as they ventured toward a better life in Australia. Obviously they made it 
and through many years of hard work, crowded rooms and just making do, they 
succeeded because of the family love and support, their positive attitude, their risk 
taking and the ability to laugh. 

After his father left them, when Anh was 13, his mother worked several jobs to keep everyone at 
school, fed enough food and in a home. His mother’s sacrifice was an inspiration to Anh and he worked 
hard to help make ends meet. He studied to go to Uni and graduated as a lawyer.  He was strong in his 
conviction to bring justice to those who suffered.  He met Suzanne while studying and they were married 
and now have three children. A life changing meeting with a friend, who was a comedian, saw him take 
the path of being a comedian too. Through all this, his mother supported him with her positive can do 
attitude. After reuniting with his father, he had his unfailing support too. 

Anh has the ability to make the retelling the story of his life so humorous it makes the reader view life 
very differently, but it is also a very emotional journey for the reader. Anh went from a refugee who 
couldn’t speak English working all his spare time growing up  to being a world famous comedian, prize 
winning author and artist. He gave back to his parents and siblings to enrich their lives after they worked 
so hard to make Australia their home. They are forever grateful to Australia for giving them opportunities 
to turn their lives around that wouldn’t have been possible in Vietnam. 

The book features photographs of Ahn and his family.  Ahn also acknowledges the people who help 
made his life in Australia so successful. When he received the Australian Book Industry Award for this 
book, he dedicated it to his Mum. “My Mum, who taught me that the toughest of times can be turned into 
something beautiful”. 

Excellent read. I really found it difficult to put the book down. 
Very Highly Recommended        Robyn Harm 

The Happiest Refugee  
by Anh Do     
2010 Allen & Unwin    

BOOK LOOK 

In April the decision was 
made to remove several 
trees. Three jacarandas 

were cut down from the Timothy Molony Oval in front of St 
Mary's Church. As well, a further tree was removed from 
behind the Presbytery on Roseberry Parade. 
As part of the parish's obligation to be mindful of safety, the 
situation regarding the trees in the areas surrounding the 
church precincts was investigated by obtaining an aborist's 
report. All the trees were checked and the advice from the 
resulting report was that these trees needed to be removed 
for reasons expressly related to the danger posed due to 
storms. 
Such large, beautiful mature trees become an integral part 
of the landscape. So familiar to our eyes. We see them every day, their strong, 
graceful branches rising high and spreading out in expansive comfort. They are 
all the more lovely because they have room to grow and please themselves in 
their development without much hindrance. 
The poor stumps serve as mute reminders of what is lost. Their removal leaves 

gaping holes around the oval. They will be 
especially missed in October, when the jacarandas 
bloom in exuberant mauve splendour and are 
much photographed. Hopefully, they will be 
replaced by other trees that will, in their turn, give 
great pleasure to us all in the coming years. 

Farewell Trees  



 22 

 

Daphne was the great granddaughter of one who left Ireland in 1856 after the 
famine. Her father, a baker, emigrated from Germany in 1907. She grew up a 
child of the Depression. For seven years her father was unemployed and her 
mother worked hard to care for her family. Daphne’s parents were industrious and 
self-reliant; they had cows and chooks, grew their own vegies and baked their 
own bread. She learned thrift and self-reliance early in life. Daphne tells the 
stories of the Depression. Her father, with so many others did relief work building 
the stone walls on Limestone Hill above Queen's Park. Single men were forced to 
walk from town to town, seeking employment that wasn’t there. Often, iterant men 
would knock on their front door, hungry and disconsolate. Despite the fact they 
themselves had little, Daphne’s mother would prepare these poor souls a couple 
of rounds of sandwiches. A poor man’s feast indeed!  Such acts of kindness were 
not lost on her daughter. 
Daphne attended St Marys Convent, the Primary and High Schools, achieving a 
high standard. During her working life, she would ride her bicycle from Whitehill 

Rd to East Ipswich Station, catching the train to Brisbane to work at the Treasury Building, the present day 
Treasury Casino. Often running late, she would miss the train. Having done so, she would run up to the 
highway and thumb a lift to Brisbane instead. 

Daphne married her beloved Kevin in St Marys Church on 24th April 1954. She was the last bride to 
walk through the original gates at the front; workmen were awaiting her arrival before demolishing those 
gates during the ceremony. 

Daphne always loved flowers. On one occasion in King George Square, with her sisters Paul and 
Lorna, she was picking flowers from the flower beds when a caretaker approached and berated her for 
doing so. Daphne agreed that he was right, she should not pick the flowers, all the time continuing to pick 
flowers. The caretaker stormed off. On other occasions, she would walk up Martin Street from town, 
picking flowers over the fences and have a bunch when we reached home. 

For several decades, Daphne volunteered her time at St Mary's Church. Almost every Friday morning 
she would drive down Elizabeth Street to spend several hours with her small group of fellow-volunteers, 
polishing the brass and arranging flowers for upcoming weddings. She enjoyed contributing to the parish 
community and also enjoyed the company of those with whom she worked. Many a time she would offer a 
lift to and from the church to those who needed it. 

Daphne was lucky to be blessed with good health throughout her life. However, in the last few months 
of her life, her wellbeing diminished. In her last couple of days, she became gravely ill, was again admitted 
to hospital and she left this world peacefully. 

Daphne taught her children love, understanding, self-reliance, respect and a sense of values. She 
expressed her truth quietly; she had serenity, was kind to others and never hurt anybody. St Mary's 
Church has been a focal point in Daphne’s life and it was fitting that she was farewelled from here. 

Daphne Joan Rodgers 
Born 8th February 1925, died 19th March 2018 

Michael Rodgers 

The 8th February 
saw the Official 
Opening & Blessing 
of the Rosewood 
Centre of Charity 
(Rosewood Vinnies).  
Father Stephen 
Bliss, St Marys 
Parish Administrator, 
did a wonderful 
blessing and Peter 

Madden, President of the St Vincent de Paul Western 
Brisbane Diocesan Control Council did a great vote of thanks to conclude the ceremony. Rosewood St 
Vinnies is a wonderful store with a broad range of merchandise. As one of speakers said, more like a 
Myer Store than an Op Shop. 

St Vinnies Rosewood Opening 
Jim Madden 

(Photos reproduced from his Facebook page, with kind permission of Jim Madden M.P.) 
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The animation group continues, with updates the newsletter and on the website. Prior to Easter, the group 
identified 6 key areas of parish life that can help guide the future direction of the Ipswich Catholic 
Community. Feedback is sought regarding these key areas of Parish life. We are interested in your 
thoughts and reactions and what you are seeing in the Community. Please offer your comments 
by a written note or email to the Parish Office ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 

Be part of the conversation and help us animate the Ipswich Catholic Community! 

ANIMATION GROUP IN ACTION 

MISSION 

What we do:   

Put our faith into action by being the face of Christ 
to those who are poor or marginalised in our 
community through local and archdiocesan groups, 
the unseen, and at times, active outreach many 
people make in their lives.   

To Ponder:   

How can we build the capacity in our community to 
live out our mission to serve the poor and stand 
against injustice? 

 

LITURGY & WORSHIP 

What we do:  

Provide a range of liturgical celebrations including 
Sunday and Weekday Masses and the Sacraments. 
Weekly prayer groups and meditation; prayer days 
during the year and many opportunities for people 
to become involved in communal and individual 
prayer. We encourage people to become involved in 
whatever way they are able to participate.  

To Ponder:  

How can we encourage more people within our 
community to be part of ministry? How can we 
support those currently involved in ministries in the 
Ipswich Catholic Community?  

 

YOUTH 

What we do:  

The ‘Hive’ offers many opportunities for young 
people and young adults (from 13 - 30) to engage in 
social gatherings; faith formation; and liturgical 
celebrations at a local, archdiocesan and national 
church level.  

To Ponder:  

How can we continue to engage young people in 
our community?  

 

FORMATION & EDUCATION 

What we do:  

We encourage witness and welcome to individuals 
to deepen their faith through a variety of Christian 
formation activities to satisfy the hunger and to 
search for more knowledge of being a disciple 
today. 

To Ponder:  

How do we provide opportunities for people to 
question and discuss their perspectives on topics 
related to faith and belief?  

 

PASTORAL CARE 

What we do:  

Provide care and comfort to those who are sick and 
or housebound in our community through prayer, 
visits, taking Communion, or a chat. We visit 
Parishioners homes, and Hospitals and Nursing 
Homes within the Ipswich Catholic Community. 

To Ponder:  

How can our community continue to provide 
outreach to the sick and support those in times of 
need? 

 

LEADERSHIP & STRUCTURE 

What we do:  

Engaging in on-going  dialogue with Parishioners to 
discern a way forward and share what it means to 
be a disciple today within the Ipswich Catholic  
Community and wider Church.    

To ponder:   

How do we maintain the heritage and uniqueness of 
each community while giving a consistent message 
across the Ipswich Catholic Community? 

Do you know? 

6. Where in the Bible is the 
quotation. “God helps 
those who help themselves”?   

7. What chapter in the Bible is considered the love 
chapter?  

8. When Mary & Martha’s brother died what dramatic thing 
happened?   John 11:1-2  

9. What was the apostle Paul’s occupation?  Acts 18:1-3  
10.Who was the first person in the Bible to take a nap?  Genesis 

2:20-21         Answers are on page 24 ... 

 

A Little More Biblical Trivia ... 
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Solution: See page 25 

Copyright @ 2013 SundaySchoolZone.com  All Rights Reserved. Free to duplicate for church of home use. Visit http: SundaySchoolZone.com 

The Little Biblical 

Trivia Answers ... 

Were you right? 

1. Peter, James & John 

2.  Judas Iscariot 

3.  Become a Christian 

4. Jesus 

5. Noah 

6. It is not in the Bible 

7. First Corinthians 13 

8. He was raised from the dead 

9. He was a tentmaker 

10. Adam 
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Spot the Difference Solutions: 

1. No curtain on left window 

2. No fringe on head shawl of second elder 

3. Green colour belt on second elder 

4. Green stripe on head shawl of third elder 

5. Third elder's left hand not visible 

6. Third elder scroll has top blue end 

7. Jesus' belt is blue 

8. Jesus' right sandal strap is blue 

9. Small carpet square on floor 

10. Bottom edge of right window missing 

11. Fourth elder's scroll has top red end 

12. Fourth elder's scroll has bottom red end 

13. Shawl of fourth elder has pale blue stripe 

14. Shawl of fourth elder has green stripe 

15. Extra fold in robe of fourth elder 

16. Curtain on right window has pale band 
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Drawing on Joyce 
Rupp’s recently released 
book “Boundless 
Compassion: Creating a 
Way of Life”, our starting 
point is to experience compassion 
for ourselves.  
In order to live a compassionate life, 

we need to develop and deepen compassion within 
ourselves, and commit to being a compassionate 
presence for ourselves and for others. 
Come, take time apart in silence, supported within a 
community of women, be kind to yourself, and 
deepen your journey to the heart of compassion.  

 
Silence is more than the absence of words. If 
entering into silence is a new experience for you, 
and you are unsure of how to ‘be’ silent, it might be 
helpful to use as a reminding mantra for your 
weekend, ‘walk gently upon the earth’; such things 
as turning off your phone and electronic devices so 
you are free from outside distractions for the 
weekend, gently closing doors, drawers, and 
curtains, slowing down your movement, wearing soft 

shoes, being aware of the presence of others and 
their personal space, having lowered eyes, 
observing mealtimes. Listen for God’s voice in the 
silence between the sounds of nature as you enter 
into the weekend. Gaze with soft eyes upon the 
world. If you have a burning desire to speak, please 
approach the retreat facilitator, rather than another 
retreatant.  
 

Payment 
$320 for pensioners, unemployed or students 
$350 full fee 
$12 extra per day for special diets. 
 

Meals: All meals and accommodation are supplied 
by Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre and included in 
the retreat cost. All resources for the retreat are also 
included in the cost. 

Dragonfly Ministries 

Compassionate Living 
Women’s Weekend Silent Retreat 

Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre 

 267 Wellington St, Ormiston QLD 4160 

www.santateresa.org.au  

6.00pm Friday 25th May 2018 to 3.00pm Sunday 27th May 2018 

Please RVSP to grace@dragonflyministries.net.au by Friday 11th May 

St. Joseph’s Day  
 

 

St. Joseph’s Day (19th March) celebrations 
were held after 7.30am Mass on Sunday 18th 
March at St Joseph’s Church, North Ipswich.  

Many parishioners stayed and shared a cuppa 
and cake, while chatting with fellow 
parishioners. 

Year of Youth Launch 
 

 

On Sunday, 11th February, St Mary's 6.00 pm mass 
saw the launch of the Year of Youth for the Ipswich 
Catholic Community. It was well attended. Of course 
many of those who came for the celebration, also 
then stayed to attend the community BBQ after mass 
held over at the presbytery. A great night of 
community fellowship and continuing friendships. 

The Australian Catholic bishops identified 2018 as a 
national Year of Youth. To continue building on the 
legacy of the Sydney 2008 World Youth Day. 'It calls 
for dialogue and active engagement focused on the 
reconnection and renewal of a new generation of 
young people in the life of the Church.'  

Some people are kind, 

polite and sweet-

spirited. Until you try 

to sit in their pews. 

http://www.santateresa.org.au/
mailto:grace@dragonflyministries.net.au
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WHAT IS THIS?   
WHERE IS THIS? 

Solutions: see p 25 

The Archdiocesan website continues ‘Two Minute 

Homilies”  

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/two-minute-

homilies/ 

Check out Fr Brain Roe’s homily, “…Jesus is asking us all, 

to turn to God and put God at the centre of our lives and 

asking us all to repent and to believe in this Good News.”   

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/articles/third-sunday-

ordinary-time-two-minute-homily-fr-bryan-roe/ 

Two Minute Homilies Hit Parade 

Woman is reading after dinner and her 
husband is watching the news. He sees a 
report on a murder and it sparks a chain of 
thought. 
So he says to his wife, "You know a bog 
standard murder is homicide, but if it's your 
father it's patricide. Your brother, it's 
fratricide. Matricide for your mother and so 
on. So you reckon there'd be one for say, 

killing your husband?" 
Wife glances up and says, "Sure. Pesticide." 

 
 

A little boy bought a picture frame for his mother for Mother's Day and she loved it. 
She found a photograph of him and replaced the stock photo of a cat that had 
come with the frame. She was putting it up on the mantelpiece when the little boy 
started to get upset. "Why are you putting me in there, Mummy? I bought you a 
picture of a cat!" 
 

 
Little Jenny was brought to the ophthalmology clinic to have her vision tested. 
She sat down and the ophthalmologist turned off the lights and proceeded to 
switch on the projector that flashed a set of letters up on the screen. The letters 
were F, Z and B.  
The doctor asked "What do you see?"  
Little Jenny didn't hesitate, replying, " Consonants." 
 

 
A teacher asked her students one day, "Why should you never take sweets from a 
stranger?" The little boy in the front piped up immediately, " Because it might be 
past the use by date." 
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The Talkabout Team is grateful for the continued support of local firms and organizations who advertise in 
our magazine. Their donations help us to meet the expenses of photocopying, layout and printing. We 
urge our readers and parishioners to support these advertisers as your need arises. Our advertisers are  
~ Blackall Street Butchers ~ West Moreton Accounting & Taxation - Red Diamond Financial Group ~ Greg 
Rowe Optometrist ~ Reed & Bottcher ~ Peter McMahon’s Swim Factory ~ J. Thomas & Son Pty. Ltd ~ 
First Forest Funerals  

 

 

Bought vs. Homemade 

Six year old Annie returns home from school and says that today 
she had her first family planning lesson at school. 

Her mother, very interested, asks: "Oh... How did it go" 

"I nearly died of shame!" Annie replies. "Sam from down the street says the stork 
brings babies. Sally next door said you can buy babies at the orphanage. Jessica from the 
school bus said you find them under a gooseberry bush, Peter in my class says you can 
buy babies at the hospital." 

Her mother answers laughingly, "But that's no reason to be ashamed." 

"No... but I can't tell them that we were so poor that you and daddy had to make me 
yourselves!" 

One final word ... 

This is a very busy parish, with many events involving people 

and groups. We want to report all the full life of St. Mary’s, 

Rosewood, North Ipswich and Leichhardt Parishes. However, 

we don’t always know about these events. We need you to tell 

us what’s happening. Please do. Think about writing an article. 

Or, if you don’t feel comfortable writing, give us a call through 

the Parish Office (3281 2133) talk to us and we’ll write the 

article with you.       

Team Talkabout: Robyn Harm, Alex Masszauer, Michelle 

Wood & Cath Wood 

After Christmas, we 
were very pleased to 
welcome back Fr Peter 
Casey and Fr John 
Dobson who returned to 
Ipswich to help out over 
3 weekends in January.  

Both are now retired 
from the heavy 
administrative burdens 
of a parish. However, 
they are definitely kept 
busy with weekends 
and parish work. 

Fr Peter was Parish 
Priest of St Mary’s for 
15 years, while Fr 
Dobson ‘Dobbo’, was a curate at St Mary’s in 1970’s. Always 
good to catch up with old friends.  

The Talkabout Team publishes articles 

we can report personally and those 

kindly written for the magazine by 

parishioners. However, there are many 

more events happening in the parishes 

which are, unfortunately, not reported in 

these pages. 

What else is happening in 

the Parishes ... 

AND DON'T FORGET OUR NEXT ACTION 

PACKED EDITION FEATURING, THE 

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST, FR STEPHEN’S 

INSTALLATION & MUCH, MUCH MORE ... 

Old friends 

Hardworking, indefatigable Pastoral 

Associate, Bernadette McAndrew is 

currently on leave. Alas, she is not on a 

travel holiday, but recovering from the 

effects of falling down the High Altar 

steps while carrying flowers. Bernadette 

missed the last step and broke her hand 

and damaged the tendons in her foot. On 

Easter Sunday she attended 8.30am 

Mass with her cast and sling in evidence. 

We all hope she will rest indeed and try 

not to worry about all that needs to be 

Our Pastoral Associate 


