
 
5th Sunday in ordinary time Year b               4th february 2018  

A LENTEN OPPORTUNITY 
 

The year has certainly begun with a burst of busyness.  School life around the Parishes is buzzing with energy as we welcome back the 
children and staff.  The delightful noise of children playing and enjoying the company of their friends is always a lovely moment to    
witness.  
 

Friendships made in these early years can last a lifetime and one of the wonderful gifts of belonging to the various communities which 
make up the Ipswich Catholic Community is the lifelong connections that have been established over many years.  People have         
supported one another in times of disaster and tragedies, rejoiced in one another’s accomplishments and filled voids in people’s lives 
when loneliness and illness strikes unexpectedly. 
 

In many ways as we read today’s Gospel we are reminded of the importance of reaching out and supporting one another when we are 
confronted with challenging times.  Jesus held out his hand to Simon’s mother-in-law, she took it and was cured.  What a beautiful   
image to ponder. 
 

Everyone at some stage of their lives is in need of healing either physically or emotionally.  The Gospels are full of moments when    
Jesus went about his business turning to those who were most in need.  He never jeered at their staggering steps, but rather       
demonstrated what the gift of faith can bring. 
 

We are about to enter a most sacred time in the Church’s calendar where we have the opportunity to gaze around our own               
communities to seek ways in which we can bring the message of Easter hope alive in someone’s life.  When we raise each other up the 
hope of Easter is possible.  When we comfort each other’s tears Easter hope is alive and active.  When we remember that each person 
is a sacred object to be treated with reverence then peace and forgiveness becomes the hope of Easter. 
 

Let us become that Jesus who preached the gospel every minute of the day in varied ways.  The scripture tells us that the apostles   
pursued Jesus and said that everyone was looking for him.  Jesus did not mind being interrupted.  Can people say the same about us?  
How many people are looking for us?  Let us continue our mission wherever it takes us and if you are not already involved in some way 
with the Ipswich Catholic Community then consider, as a Lenten promise, to reach out and take a risk to make the hope of Easter     
possible for someone else.                            Bernadette McAndrew 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES  10th & 11th February WEEKLY MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY CHURCH LOCATION Monday, 5th February - St Agatha, virgin, martyr 

  7.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich  
  7.00pm Mater Dei, Sadliers Crossing 
Tuesday, 6th February - St Paul Miki and companions, martyrs  
  9.00am  Immaculate Heart of Mary, Leichhardt  
10.30am  St Mary’s Hostel, Wildey Street, Raceview 
Wednesday, 7th February - Weekday, Ordinary Time 5 
  9.00am  St Mary’s, Woodend 
  9.30am  Cabanda Nursing Home,  Rosewood  
 10.00am RSL Care Retirement Community, Grange Road 
Thursday, 8th February– Weekday, Ordinary Time 5 
  9:00am  St. Mary’s, Woodend  
  9.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich 

Friday, 9th February - Weekday, Ordinary Time 5 
  8.30am  OLMM, Reconciliation 
  9:00am  OLMM, Eastern Heights  

4:30pm Immaculate Heart Leichhardt 

5:30pm OLMM Eastern Heights 

6.00pm                                                     St Mary’s Woodend 

SUNDAY Mass CHURCH LOCATION 

7:30am St. Joseph’s North Ipswich 

8:00am St. Brigid’s Rosewood 

8:30am St. Mary’s Woodend 

6:00pm St. Mary’s Woodend 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

DAY TIME CHURCH 

Friday 
Saturday 

Saturday 

8.30am - 8.50am 
4.15pm - 4.25pm  

5.00pm - 5.30pm 

OLMM 
Leichhardt 

St. Mary’s 

OUR CHURCHES 
St. Mary’s - Elizabeth Street, Woodend St. Brigid’s - Matthew Street, Rosewood 

Mater Dei - Cnr Ferrett Street and Rowland Tce, Sadliers Crossing St. Joseph’s - 42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal - Robertson Rd, Eastern Heights Immaculate Heart of Mary - 22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word recommences in St Mary’s Church on February 11th at the 8-30am Mass.  Please see the dates in the newsletter for 
this ministry for children.    

Young Families and Children’s Ministry 

A comment is often made that it would be great to see more children and young families involved in the life of the Parish.   This can become a 
reality if we have a few more willing helpers who have the time to explore some possibilities.  If you would like to be part of developing a stronger 
presence for ministry to young families and children in the Ipswich Catholic Community please contact Bernadette at the Parish Office on 3281 
2133 to register your interest. 

 Rite of Christian Initiation 

As we move closer to the Lenten season our candidates for initiation are looking forward to celebrating at the Easter Vigil with the Parish Commu-
nity.  We have candidates who will celebrate Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion and some who will be received into the Catholic faith 
through the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Communion.  All candidates have been meeting on a regular basis to become familiar with the 
teachings of the Catholic faith and to discern that this is the pathway that God is calling them to.  During Lent there will be occasions when we will 
celebrate and acknowledge the candidates’ journey through prayer and ritual.  We hope you will keep the candidates in your prayers in the com-
ing weeks. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Atrium) 

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is offered to young children as a way of preparing them for life in the Church.  Sessions are offered after 
school on a Monday and Tuesday for children of pre-school age to 9 years.  Each session begins at 3.00pm and finishes at 5-00pm.  During the ses-
sions children experience the stories of Jesus, how and why the Mass is celebrated, songs and activities pertaining to the season of the Church (i.e. 
Lent, Easter, Ordinary Time, Advent and Christmas).  We are seeking interested adults who would like to assist with this wonderful work.  We have 
many families enquiring to enrol their child, but we are currently unable to expand this work due to the limited availability of adults willing to as-
sist.  If you feel you have some time to offer your help please contact Bernadette at the Parish office on 3281 2133 to register your interest.   

ST MARY’S LITURGICAL ROSTER 

Thank you to all liturgical ministers at St Mary’s for your patience and co-operation with the new computerised roster system. A special thank you 
to Benjamin Leschke who co-ordinated the transition to the new system.  His computer skills, patience and diligence have been an enormous help 
to the Parish.  During the week the February roster was emailed or for those without email addresses, was sent by post to each liturgical minister.  
If you have not received your roster or if there are any errors or changes please contact Bernadette at the Parish Office or Benjamin at ips-
wichcatholic@gmail.com  
 

 

CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS FOR 2018 

Please watch this space if you have children who wish to celebrate the Sacraments of Confirmation (year 3 and over), First Holy Communion (year 
4 and over) and the Sacrament of First Penance (Year 5 and over) during 2018.  Dates will be published in all of the school newsletters, the Parish 
website in coming weeks.  For enquiries regarding the celebration of the Sacraments please contact Bernadette at the Parish  

     A very warm welcome to anyone visiting our Parish.  It is good to have you with us.  If you have any questions                                  
 or would like to know more about the Ipswich Catholic Community please visit our parish website at 
 www.ipswichcatholiccommunity.org  We hope you enjoy your time in Ipswich.  Please call again soon. 



COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Administrator Fr. Stephen Bliss ofm 
sbliss@franciscans.org.au 

Parish Ministers 
Fr. John Hong 

Fr Nicholas Okafor 

Pastoral Associate 
                                                               
Bernadette McAndrew  

Contact 0488008817 

 

Office Hours 

Mrs Maree Coyne 

Mrs Kathy Lund 

Mrs Rosalia Risati 

Mrs Bernadette Lenihan 

Monday:  10:00am—3:30pm 

Tues-Thurs 8:00am—3:30pm 

Friday:  8:00am—1:00pm 

Ipswich Catholic Community Contact Information 

Telephone 07 3281 2133 

Email ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 

Fax 07 3812 3911 

Post PO Box 23, Ipswich 4305. 

Mass Times 07 3281 0707 

New Media - Evangelisation 

     Website   www.ipswichcatholic.com 

Find us by searching for ‘ipswichcatholic’ on 
Facebook YouTube   Twitter iTunes 

Schools and Colleges in our Community 
St. Mary’s Primary School Woodend 07 3281 1998 

Immaculate Heart  School Leichhardt 07 3812 1077 

St. Joseph’s School North Ipswich 07 3201 6188 

St. Brigid’s  School Rosewood 07 5464 1563 

St. Mary’s College Woodend 07 3432 5444 

St. Edmund's College Woodend 07 3810 4400 

PLEASE PRAY FOR …. 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Robert Farquar, Jesie Libby, Peter Walsh  
 ANNIVERSARY: Darren Roach, Brendan Madden 

 
 

FOR ALL THOSE WHO ARE HOUSE-BOUND 
AND RECEIVE COMMUNION AT HOME. 

REMEMBER... As we proclaim the good news, remember that it is “good” news and 
not a set of condemnations and prohibitions. The gospel message is a call to         
intimacy, to love, to forgive, to embrace, to include, to bring joy, to offer hope, to  
develop relationships, to offer a path to a meaningful life, to challenge practices 
that may demean people.       Lester Bach, OFM, Seeking a Gospel Life 

Administration Staff 

Lent begins on 14 February.   
 Would you like to be part of a Lenten Group?   
LENTEN GROUP AT CWL HOUSE:  If you would like to 
join a daytime Lenten Group there will be one at CWL 
House Waghorn Street each Tuesday starting on the 20th 
February at 9.30am.   
 

EVENING LENTEN GROUPS:  If interested in joining an 
evening Lenten Group one will be held at the Parish Office 
at 5pm on Wednesday and another at a parishioner’s 
home at 7pm on Wednesday.  
 

 Please contact the Parish Office on 3281 2133          
if you would like to attend. 

 

Mass times for ASH WEDNESDAY 
 (14 February)   

Vigil Mass 7.00pm St Joseph’s 
9.00am  St Mary’s 
9.30am St Brigid’s 
7.00pm Leichhardt 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
will be celebrated during Lent: -   

Immaculate Heart Church after Mass Tuesdays 

St Mary’s after Mass Wednesdays  

St Brigid’s after Mass Wednesdays.  
The Stations of the Cross depict the last days prior to Jesus 

death and resurrection – please join us for this  
devotion.  The prayers used will be no longer than 20-25 

minutes. 

This weekend we welcome Staff from St 
Mary’s Parish Primary School and              
St Brigid’s Parish Primary School to 
Mass.  Thank-you for your attendance, 
and for all you do to contribute to the 

education of our children.  St Mary’s and St Brigid’s have such a rich 
tradition, and our Parish Community is very proud of all the Education 
Ministry that happens within our School Communities.  Light these    
candles in your classrooms and please pray for all Parishioners of the 
Ipswich Catholic Community.  It is our pleasure to commission and    
support you in your ministry!   



… What’s happening in the Ipswich Catholic Community ...  
 

CHILDREN’S  LITURGY OF THE WORD:  Children’s Liturgy of the Word        
recommences in St Mary’s Church on February 11th at the 8-30am Mass.  It will 
also be held at the same time on the 18th February at St Mary’s. 

YOUNG FAMILIES AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: A comment is often made 
that it would be great to see more children and young families involved in the life 
of the Parish.   This can become a reality if we have a few more willing helpers 
who have the time to explore some possibilities.  If you would like to be part of developing a stronger pres-
ence for ministry to young       families and children in the Ipswich Catholic Community please contact Berna-
dette at the Parish Office on   3281 2133 to register your interest. 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (Atrium):  The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is offered to 
young children as a way of preparing them for life in the Church.  Sessions are offered after school on a     
Monday and Tuesday for children of pre-school age to 9 years.  Each session begins at 3.00pm and finishes 
at 5-00pm.  During the sessions children experience the stories of Jesus, how and why the Mass is            
celebrated, songs and activities pertaining to the season of the Church (i.e. Lent, Easter, Ordinary Time,    
Advent and Christmas).  We are seeking interested adults who would like to assist with this wonderful work.  
We have many families enquiring to enrol their child, but we are currently unable to expand this work due to 
the limited availability of adults willing to assist.  If you feel you have some time to offer your help please 
contact Bernadette at the Parish office on 3281 2133 to register your interest.   

CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS FOR 2018:  Please watch this space if you have children who 
wish to celebrate the Sacraments of Confirmation (year 3 and over), First Holy Communion (year 4 and over) 
and the Sacrament of First Penance (Year 5 and over) during 2018.  Dates will be published in all of the 
school newsletters, the Parish website in coming weeks.  For enquiries regarding the celebration of the     
Sacraments please contact Bernadette at the Parish office on 3281 2133. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION:  As we move closer to the Lenten season our candidates for initiation 
are looking forward to celebrating at the Easter Vigil with the Parish Community.  We have candidates who 
will  celebrate Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion and some who will be received into the Catholic 
faith through the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Communion.  All candidates have been meeting on a 
regular basis to become familiar with the teachings of the Catholic faith and to discern that this is the     
pathway that God is calling them to.  During Lent there will be occasions when we will celebrate and 
acknowledge the candidates’ journey through prayer and ritual.  We hope you will keep the candidates in 
your prayers in the coming weeks. 

ST MARY’S LITURGICAL ROSTER:  Thank you to all liturgical ministers at St Mary’s for your patience and  
co-operation with the new computerised roster system. A special thank you to Benjamin Leschke who co-
ordinated the transition to the new system.  His       computer skills, patience and diligence have been an 
enormous help to the Parish.  During the week the February roster was emailed or for those without email 

addresses, was sent by post to each liturgical minister.  If you have not received your ros-
ter or if there are any errors or changes please   contact Bernadette at the Parish Office or 
Benjamin at ipswichcatholic@gmail.com  

LEICHHARDT, NORTH IPSWICH AND ROSEWOOD ROSTERS:  The preparation for the 
new roster for March, April and May will be underway soon - and we need to know who 

will be available during this time.  To let us know please phone the Parish office 3281 2133 or email ips-
wich@bne.catholic.net.au 

PRAYER GROUP:  As the new year is upon us the Prayer Group will be recommencing on Wednesday 7th   
February, 5pm-6.30pm.  A small group of people gather each week in the Parish Office to reflect on gospel 
readings.  Everyone is welcome.                         
  
 
Feeling like a cuppa with fellow parishoners then join with us for one 

after the 6.00pm Sunday night mass at St Mary’s.  Look forward to 
sharing a cuppa with you. 

 
 
 



IPSWICH HOSPICE TRIVIA NIGHT:           
Saturday February 17th, doors open 

5.30pm for 6.30pm start.                        
Venue:   Corporate Centre at North         

Ipswich Reserve 43 The Terrace North    
Ipswich 4305. Book - 

Online: with our secure online form  
Email: events@ipswichhospice.org.au 

Call: 073812 0063   
 

    

Footsteps of Jesus 2018 Holy Land Pilgrimages: Join Fr Gabriel Ezenwa, 7 - 20 June 2018 for 
a 14 day Pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Watch the Gospels come alive on this most authentic faith 
journey live on location in the Holy Land of Israel. Take the chronological road of Jesus’ life from 
Bethlehem to Nazareth and Galilee to Jerusalem. Daily Mass. Optional Extension to Petra. If      
interested, call Harvest Journey today for bookings or for more information 1800 819 156. The 
price is $6590. See flyer on notice board. 

NEWS FROM AROUND OUR COMMUNITY 

if you open it - please close it 
 

if you bring it - please take it home 
 

if you turn it on - please turn it off 
 

if you see that something needs to be 
done - please be generous. 

because it is our parish - THEN LET’S ALL 
do our bit! 


