
 
4th Sunday in ordinary time Year b               28th January 2018  
Dear Parishioners 

I read this story last week which has helped me in my reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel: “When my children were 
small, I had the power all mothers have to soothe little cuts, scrapes, and bruises with a single kiss. Mother kisses, 
and the hurt is lessened or disappears altogether. It worked wonders until the day my daughter burned her hand 
when she touched a steam pot. With full confidence, she lifted her fingers to be kissed—and then    realized they still 
hurt. Over and over she lifted them to my lips, and over and over I kissed them until I finally admitted we needed to 
try something else. Cold water and a washcloth eventually soothed the pain, and the limits of my magic touch were 
suddenly apparent.” 

This weekend’s Gospel shows us that  Jesus’ power is of a different magnitude. It’s evident when he reads and 
preaches with authority (from the Greek word exousia, which means “out of himself”—as opposed to studying or 
having a title thrust on him). It’s even more manifest when he simply rebukes a demon and the demon leaves his  
human host—not because he wants to, but because he knows true authority when he sees and hears it. It’s no    
wonder the people are astonished. They’ve never seen this kind of immediate response.  

This is no mother’s kiss to heal the little hurts of life, no magician pretending to have power he doesn’t. This is the 
Son of God come to cast out evil itself and open the Scriptures so the people can hear God’s word in a new and   
powerful way.  

Today, let us turn to Jesus to heal our wounds and make us whole.  May we continue to pray for each other!                                                       
Stephen ofm 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES  3rd amd 4th February WEEKLY MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY CHURCH LOCATION Monday, 29th January - Weekday, Ordinary Time  4 

  7.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich  
Tuesday, 30th January - Weekday, Ordinary Time 4 
  9.00am  Immaculate Heart of Mary, Leichhardt  
Wednesday, 31st January - St John Bosco, priest 
  9.00am  St Mary’s, Woodend 
  9.30am  St Brigid’s, Rosewood  
Thursday, 1st February– Weekday, Ordinary Time 4 
  9:00am  St. Mary’s, Woodend  
  9.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich 
Friday, 2nd February - The Presentation of the Lord 
  8.30am  OLMM, Reconciliation 
  9:00am  OLMM, Eastern Heights  
  9.00am St Brigid’s, Rosewood 

4:30pm Immaculate Heart Leichhardt 

5:30pm OLMM Eastern Heights 

6.00pm                                                     St Mary’s Woodend 

SUNDAY Mass CHURCH LOCATION 

7:30am St. Joseph’s North Ipswich 

8:00am St. Brigid’s Rosewood 

8:30am St. Mary’s Woodend 

6:00pm St. Mary’s Woodend 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

DAY TIME CHURCH 

Friday 
Saturday 

Saturday 

8.30am - 8.50am 
4.15pm - 4.25pm  

5.00pm - 5.30pm 

OLMM 
Leichhardt 

St. Mary’s 

OUR CHURCHES 
St. Mary’s - Elizabeth Street, Woodend St. Brigid’s - Matthew Street, Rosewood 

Mater Dei - Cnr Ferrett Street and Rowland Tce, Sadliers Crossing St. Joseph’s - 42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal - Robertson Rd, Eastern Heights Immaculate Heart of Mary - 22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 



COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Administrator Fr. Stephen Bliss ofm 
sbliss@franciscans.org.au 

Parish Ministers 
Fr. John Hong 

Fr Nicholas Okafor 

Pastoral Associate 
                                                               
Bernadette McAndrew  

Contact 0488008817 

 

Office Hours 

Mrs Maree Coyne 

Mrs Kathy Lund 

Mrs Rosalia Risati 

Mrs Bernadette Lenihan 

Monday:  10:00am—3:30pm 

Tues-Thurs 8:00am—3:30pm 

Friday:  8:00am—1:00pm 

Ipswich Catholic Community Contact Information 

Telephone 07 3281 2133 

Email ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 

Fax 07 3812 3911 

Post PO Box 23, Ipswich 4305. 

Mass Times 07 3281 0707 

New Media - Evangelisation 

     Website   www.ipswichcatholic.com 

Find us by searching for ‘ipswichcatholic’ on 
Facebook YouTube   Twitter iTunes 

Schools and Colleges in our Community 
St. Mary’s Primary School Woodend 07 3281 1998 

Immaculate Heart  School Leichhardt 07 3812 1077 

St. Joseph’s School North Ipswich 07 3201 6188 

St. Brigid’s  School Rosewood 07 5464 1563 

St. Mary’s College Woodend 07 3432 5444 

St. Edmund's College Woodend 07 3810 4400 

PLEASE PRAY FOR …. 
RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Grahame Fowler, Robert Farquar,                  
Jesie Libby                                                                                                                                                              
ANNIVERSARY:  
Darren Roach,  
Gabrielle(Gaye)Madden 
 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  
Vince Elmore, Jean Haynes 
 

FOR ALL THOSE WHO ARE  
HOUSE-BOUND AND RECEIVE  
COMMUNION AT HOME. 

A very warm welcome to anyone visiting our Parish. 
 It is good to have you with us. If you have any questions or would like to 
know more about the Ipswich Catholic Community please visit our parish 

website at www.ipswichcatholiccommunity.org  We hope you enjoy your time 
in Ipswich. Please visit us again soon. 

Administration Staff 

If YOU OPEN IT - PLEASE CLOSE IT 
 

IF YOU BRING IT - PLEASE TAKE IT HOME 
 

IF YOU TURN IT ON - PLEASE TURN IT OFF 
 

IF YOU SEE THAT SOMETHING NEEDS TO BE 
DONE - PLEASE BE GENEROUS. 

BECAUSE IT IS OUR PARISH - THEN LET’S 
ALL DO OUR BIT! 

Lent begins on 14 February.   Would you like to be 
part of a Lenten Group?  Please phone the Parish 
Office and we can organise groups.  You might like 
to form a group yourself – meet in your home: at the 
Parish Office (Ipswich);   Presbytery at Rosewood; 
Leichhardt Office or North Ipswich Office.   If you 
are unsure or hesitating for some reason, speak with   
Fr Stephen! 

Mass times for ASH WEDNESDAY 
 (14 February)   

Vigil Mass 7.00pm St Joseph’s 
9.00am  St Mary’s 
9.30am St Brigid’s 
7.00pm Leichhardt 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
will be celebrated during Lent: -   

Immaculate Heart Church after Mass Tuesdays 

St Mary’s after Mass Wednesdays  

St Brigid’s after Mass Wednesdays.  

The Stations of the Cross depict the last days prior to Jesus 
death and resurrection – please join us for this devotion.  
The prayers used will be no longer than 20-25 minutes. 

Many thanks for your        
generosity in giving to     

Hospice, St Vincent de Paul 
and  Rosies during the 

Christmas Season. Dona-
tions received amounted to  $3 266.45 and 

will be        distributed this week.  

future.  



Dear Parishioners, 
 
This week I have meet with 5 of the Principals of the Parish Schools and next week I will meet with the 
other.  We discussed ways in which the schools can work closer with the wider Parish and vice-versa. 
Over the next few weekends we will be commissioning Staff from the Parish Schools – on your behalf we 
will give them a candle to be used in each classroom for the year.  The candle will have the school logo 
and the Parish logo and each day the children will be asked to remember the Parish in their prayers.  The 
Candles will be blessed over the coming weeks and you will see them next weekend. The                  
Commissioning will take place after the homily and I can assure you won’t make the Mass longer! 
 
The new Aged-Care facility at Eastern Heights is nearing completion.  New residents will move-in in 
two weeks’ time.  This week we had a ‘Farewell-Liturgy’ on Wednesday and a final Mass on Thursday  in 
the Chapel at Villa Maria.  Lots of lovely stories were told of the Sisters of Perpetual  Adoration and the 
tremendous generosity of Ipswich Parishioners.  Former Staff, Family and residents shared in these    
occasions and the deceased were remembered in the Mass.  The new Villa Maria will be opened and 
blessed by Bishop Ken Howell before Easter.  The Parish looks forward to working with the Staff and  
continuing the long association with Villa Maria.   
 
Dates for the Finance Committees of the Parishes of the Ipswich Catholic Community have been set 
and will be available on the Parish website.  On the agenda for the first meetings of each of the four   
Committees will be a summary of the Planned Giving over the last three months and preparations will 
begin for the Renewal of the Planned Giving Program we hope to have in May/June.  After these      
meetings this information will be made available to Parishioners.  In December the Archdiocese sent out 
an Officer to do a Work-place Health and Safety Report of our Properties within the Ipswich Catholic 
Community.  This week I received this report and this will be tabled at the Finance Committees and I will 
make it available on the Parish Webpage soon for your perusal – it is interesting reading and in short you 
will see that we will have to give more attention to this reality over the coming months. 
 
Dates for the Animation Group have also been set and will be sent out to people next week.  At the first 
meeting I will be asking people to nominate areas of Parish Life they are interested in and would like to 
animate during this year.  The areas are – Formation; Administration and Development; Liturgy,         
Sacraments and Worship; Social; Outreach; Pastoral Care. Over the coming months we talk more about 
this focus of the Animation Group.  If you have any ideas you’d like to share with me or others drop me a 
line please.  PLEASE, remember that the Animation Group is set up to do itself out of a job in a few 
months.  It is more like a ‘think-tank’; brainstorming ideas to animate community within the Parishes.  
Someone referred to it to me as an elite group of Parishioners – with a huge amount of respect to those 
who have come to the Group Meetings, it is not elite – if you are  disappointed or have a desire to be part 
of the Group- take this as a personal invitation to you!  The dates will be in the Newsletter over the    
coming weeks.  
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Jesus’ ministry to the sick was important to him. We find in the scriptures 
that many people brought the sick to Jesus because he showed that God cared for His people. In the 
time of Jesus, sickness would exclude the ill person from the life of the community. Jesus strongly        
opposed the practices of his time which set ill people apart from the life of the community in the belief that 
those who were ill had done something wrong in their life to warrant their illness and were, therefore, 
treated as less. Jesus would heal the ill person and fully restore them to the community, removing 
the  barrier and loneliness that can come with illness. This sacrament is not only meant for those nearing 
death; a serious surgery or illness is a wonderful time for anointing. Please feel free to contact the priest 
at the Parish Office. A priest is scheduled to be on call at all times for emergency situations – as a Parish 
we have regular Anointing Masses every three months at Eastern Heights on a Friday morning.   
                            Stephen ofm 



Prayer Group:  As the new year is upon us the Prayer Group will be recommencing on Wednesday         
7th February, 5pm-6.30pm.  A small group of people gather each week in the Parish Office  to reflect on 
gospel readings.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

LENTEN GROUP AT CWL HOUSE:  If you would like to join a daytime Lenten Group there will be 
one at CWL House Waghorn Street each Tuesday starting on the 20th February at 9.30am.  Please 
contact the Parish Office if you would like to attend. 
 

CAN YOU HELP PLEASE!!!  We are in need of at least 2-4 Cleaners to go on a       
fortnightly roster for cleaning St. Mary’s Church.  This would require a commitment of 
2 hours each fortnight on a Friday morning.  Perhaps you don’t feel you can serve 
your community as a Reader or Minister of Communion, but this is a way you 

can ‘DO YOUR BIT’ for your community.   
 

The Queensland Police Service, Ipswich District is hosting a Crowded Places Fo-
rum due to   potential attacks against large gatherings of people. The forum is scheduled for Tuesday 27 
February from 8.30am to 12.30pm at the North Ipswich Reserve, The Terrace, North Ipswich.  We are hop-
ing to have two representatives from the parish attend.  If interested in attending please phone the Parish 
Office as we would like to send representatives.  
Centacare Pastoral Ministries are seeking Court Support Workers to volunteer at the Ipswich        
Magistrates Court, 43 Ellenborough St Ipswich.  To support and assist people in guiding them when going to 
Court.  Duties also include recording client appearances for Court, advise clients on which Courtroom they 
are required to attend and confirm their matter is listed that day, inform and refer clients to available      
services, liaise with the Duty Lawyers and other stakeholders.  Should you be interested please contact Pat 
Casey on 3324 3106 or email caseypa@bne.catholic .net.au 

Footsteps of Jesus 2018 Holy Land Pilgrimages: Join Fr Gabriel Ezenwa, 7 - 20 June 2018 for 
a 14 day Pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Watch the Gospels come alive on this most authentic faith 
journey live on location in the Holy Land of Israel. Take the chronological road of Jesus’ life from 
Bethlehem to Nazareth and Galilee to Jerusalem. Daily Mass. Optional Extension to Petra. If      
interested, call Harvest Journey today for bookings or for more info 1800 819 156. The price is 
$6590. See flyer on notice board. 
St Edmunds Old Boys Association Annual General Meeting to be held at 10.00am on          
Sunday 4 February 2018 at the Old Boys House, 2 Macgregor Street Woodend.  All enquiries to be made to 
Andrew McGrath on 3389 6858 or 0438 164 452. 

SAFETY ALERT  Using ladders on parish properties  Any task requiring the use of ladders with four or more steps 
must be approved by  either the Parish Priest/Administrator  or an                employee  authorised by the Parish 

Priest? Administrator to approve work tasks. For further     information contact the Parish Office. 
(Cf parish website for letter from the Archdiocese)  

IPSWICH HOSPICE TRIVIA NIGHT:  Saturday February 17th, doors open 5.30pm for 6.30pm start.                        
Venue: Corporate Centre at North Ipswich Reserve 43 The Terrace North Ipswich 4305. Book - 
Online: with our secure online form      Email: events@ipswichhospice.org.au    Call: 07 3812 0063 

NEWS FROM AROUND OUR COMMUNITY 


