
 3rd Sunday in ordinary time Year b               21stJanuary 2018 

 Repent And Believe The Good News!! 

The Gospel this third Sunday in the Ordinary Time year B brings to us the call proclaimed by Jesus at the beginning of his 
public ministry, “The time has come and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.” The 
Good News is for everyone. The Good News, as we know, is about God’s love for us. God’s love enfolds our life. No matter 
what we become or who we are, God’s love is always there for us. The kingdom of God is the Kingdom of love, peace and 
justice. 

The call of Jesus invites a conversion, to change for better. It is for each of us as well as for the community. We have seen 
this process, I guess, happening in our Ipswich Catholic Community since the beginning of the last Advent when we named 
the goodness of our Community as a whole and of our parish in particular. Part of the prayer for 2018 in the Newsletter last 
week, in one way or another, is speaking to us: “May this new year hold many good things in store for us and make us     
better persons: kinder and more willing to help, more thoughtful and more loving. In this new year may we fulfil our allotted 
task in life and come closer to you, O God, while looking forward to the fullness of life in the Kingdom…” 

Encountering Christ and listening to God’s words can help us to have a change for better. We see an example in the First 
Reading when people of Nineveh listened to the preaching of Prophet Jonah. They “proclaimed a fast and put on          
sackcloth…” The result is really good: “And God relented: he did not inflict on them the disaster which he had threatened.” 

And on this Friday, we celebrate with the whole country the Australia Day. In the history of our country, there are changes 
from time to time to make a country we Australians can be proud of today. Let us pray for Australia and pray that the Good 
News proclaimed by Jesus benefits the life of all people in our country, particularly the unfortunate ones. Happy Australia 
Day!! 

The meaningful words in Break Open The Word invites us for a reflection in response to Jesus’ call: “To be a Christian is to 
be attentive to the signs of the times. Given the present situation in the world, in Australia, in my community, in my street, 
what is God calling me to do? What signs of the times should be especially attentive to today? Where are the signs that 
‘the kingdom of God is close at hand’?” 

We pray that we be good messengers of God’s Kingdom through our life. 

May God bless us all!!                                    Fr John Hong. 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES  27th and 28th WEEKLY MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY CHURCH LOCATION Monday, 22nd January - Weekday, Ordinary Time 3 

  7.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich  
 

Tuesday, 23rd January - Weekday, Ordinary Time 3 

  9.00am  Immaculate Heart of Mary, Leichhardt  
 

Wednesday, 24th January - St Francis de Sales 

  9.00am  St Mary’s, Woodend 

  9.30am  St Brigid’s, Rosewood  
 

Thursday, 25th January– The Conversion of St Paul 

  9:00am  St. Mary’s, Woodend  

  9.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich 
 

Friday, 26th November - Australia Day 

  8.30am  OLMM, Reconciliation 

  9:00am  OLMM, Eastern Heights  

4:30pm Immaculate Heart Leichhardt 

5:30pm OLMM Eastern Heights 

6.00pm                                                     St Mary’s Woodend 

SUNDAY Mass CHURCH LOCATION 

7:30am St. Joseph’s North Ipswich 

8:00am St. Brigid’s Rosewood 

8:30am St. Mary’s Woodend 

6:00pm St. Mary’s Woodend 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

DAY TIME CHURCH 

Friday 
Saturday 

Saturday 

8.30am - 8.50am 
4.15pm - 4.25pm  

5.00pm - 5.30pm 

OLMM 
Leichhardt 

St. Mary’s 

OUR CHURCHES 

St. Mary’s - Elizabeth Street, Woodend St. Brigid’s - Matthew Street, Rosewood 

Mater Dei - Cnr Ferrett Street and Rowland Tce, Sadliers Crossing St. Joseph’s - 42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal - Robertson Rd, Eastern Heights Immaculate Heart of Mary - 22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 



COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Administrator 
Fr. Stephen Bliss ofm 

sbliss@franciscans.org.au 

Parish Ministers 
Fr. John Hong 

Fr Nicholas Okafor 

Pastoral Associate 

                                                               

Bernadette McAndrew - on leave 

Contact 0488008817 

 

Office Hours 

Mrs Maree Coyne 

Mrs Kathy Lund 

Mrs Rosalia Risati 

Mrs Bernadette Lenihan 

Monday:  10:00am—3:30pm 

Tues-Thurs 8:00am—3:30pm 

Friday:  8:00am—1:00pm 

Ipswich Catholic Community Contact Information 

Telephone 07 3281 2133 

Email ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 

Fax 07 3812 3911 

Post PO Box 23, Ipswich 4305. 

Mass Times 07 3281 0707 

New Media - Evangelisation 

     Website   www.ipswichcatholic.com 

Find us by searching for ‘ipswichcatholic’ on 

Facebook YouTube   Twitter iTunes 

Schools and Colleges in our Community 

St. Mary’s Primary School Woodend 07 3281 1998 

Immaculate Heart  School Leichhardt 07 3812 1077 

St. Joseph’s School North Ipswich 07 3201 6188 

St. Brigid’s  School Rosewood 07 5464 1563 

St. Mary’s College Woodend 07 3432 5444 

St. Edmund's College Woodend 07 3810 4400 

PLEASE PRAY FOR …. 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Jarod Eadie, Gary Tierney,  
Helen Munday, Egon Homburg,  
Grahame Fowler, Robert Farquar  

ANNIVERSARY:  
Darren Roach,  
Gabrielle(Gaye)Madden 
 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  
Vince Elmore, Jean Haynes 
 

FOR ALL THOSE WHO ARE  
HOUSE-BOUND AND RECEIVE  
COMMUNION AT HOME. 

A very warm welcome to anyone visiting our Parish. 
 It is good to have you with us. If you have any questions or would like to 
know more about the Ipswich Catholic Community please visit our parish 

website at www.ipswichcatholiccommunity.org  We hope you enjoy your time 
in Ipswich. Please visit us again soon. 

Administration Staff 

Welcome back Welcome back Welcome back to Teachers and Students for the 
New Year.  Lots of new families and new teachers – we 
especially welcome the new Principal of St Brigid’s -  Mr 
Duane Wann, and the new Principal of Immaculate Heart - 
Mr Sonny Smith.   We hope this year is an exciting one for 
all involved in Catholic Education! The Ipswich Catholic 
Community looks forward to encouraging our six school/
college communities. 

GOD’S SAVING LOVE:      

  Like the apostles who were sent forth from the Upper Room out 
into the world, each week, each one of us is sent forth from our 
parish church to the world to be  witnesses to Jesus’ saving love. 
Pope Francis writes “every Christian is challenged, here and now, 
to be actively engaged in evangelization; indeed, anyone who has 
truly experienced God’s saving love does not need much time or 
lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love.”—from the 
book Meeting God in the Upper Room: Three Moments to Change 
Your Life by Peter J. Vaghi  (Readily available in Catholic 
Bookshops: a good read!) 

Lent begins on 14 February.   Would you like to be 
part of a Lenten Group?  Please phone the Parish 
Office and we can organise groups.  You might like 
to form a group yourself – meet in your home: at the 
Parish Office (Ipswich);   Presbytery at Rosewood; 
Leichhardt Office or North Ipswich Office.   If you 
are unsure or hesitating for some reason, speak with   
Fr Stephen! 

Mass times for ASH WEDNESDAY 

 (14 February)   

Vigil Mass 7.00pm St Joseph’s 

9.00am  St Mary’s 

9.30am St Brigid’s 

7.00pm Leichhardt 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

will be celebrated during Lent: -   

Immaculate Heart Church after Mass Tuesdays 

St Mary’s after Mass Wednesdays  

St Brigid’s after Mass Wednesdays.  

The Stations of the Cross depict the last days prior 
to Jesus death and resurrection – please join us for 
this devotion.  The prayers used will be no longer 

than 20-25 minutes. 
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   MASS FOR AUSTRALIA DAY (26 January).    

  Come and join us on this day to give thanks for the wonder  

of this great land and country: Australia.  

 Mass at 9.00am at Eastern Heights. 

At the end of the week is Australia Day and today I thought it would be good to reflect on what this 
means and I share a view rambling thoughts!  ...... 

I think one of the first things that we think of on our national day is what a great country Australia is. Those who have     
travelled far and wide across the oceans to other wonderful countries rich in history, with fascinating and breathtaking  
scenery, will readily tell you that in the end it’s nice to come back home to Australia. There is nothing anywhere else like 
Australia. 

There is nothing anywhere like the stark contrasts we find in Australia –  
the rich, fertile farming country and the tropical rainforests on the one hand, and the dry and barren interior, the rugged 
bush on the other.  
Our land is a harsh land in many ways with its floods, bushfires, cyclones, searing heat and droughts. But in contrast to 
this, our land is encircled with magnificent beaches and mile after mile of natural coastline.  The people in our land are   
easy-going, friendly, willing to give a mate a hand, peace-loving and hardworking. We are from many lands, and the      
customs of many nations have enriched the Australian culture.  

On Australia Day, we are reminded of the wonderful freedom we have in this land. We take this for granted most of the 
time, but when we hear about the oppressive governments in other countries and the suffering handed out in the name of 
justice, we are made aware of the freedom we have – the freedom to choose who will rule us and the liberty to live without 
fear of war and the turmoil and pain that conflict brings.  

Australia Day reminds us of the caring friends, family members and relatives who make our small part of Australia so    
special to us. 

Bruce Prewer in his book Australian Prayers wrote this Australia Day prayer. 

God of Australia …. 
We bring you our gratitude  
for the diversity and wealth 
of this land and its people; 
for its weathered old mountains, fertile valleys, 
and vast plains; 
for its riches of mine and agriculture, 
forest, and grazing lands; 
for the first Australians, who know and love this continent 
with an intimate, profound sensitivity; 
for the courage, vision and sacrifice of the early settlers; 
for the diverse races who now call Australia home: 
For these and all your gifts 
we offer you, O Lord, our joyful, thankful hearts. 

That about sums up how I feel on Australia Day. Gratitude and thanks because we are truly blessed to live in a land that is 
so rich – that is rich in so many ways except faith and trust in our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Maybe we’re not as bad as some 
places in the world where church buildings are concert halls, museums and art galleries. We may not have so many empty 
buildings but we have many empty hearts – lives that are empty of the love and forgiveness that God is offering to every 
single Australian.  

Let me finish with this. It’s an Advent prayer but it is appropriate for today. 

Advent God, 
awaken us from our slumber shock us out of our apathy. 

Come to us 
like the thunder of the surf pounding Bell’s Beach, 
like the mighty roar of the wind surging through blue gum forests. 

Come to us 
with whatever shock or discipline is needed to awake drowsy       disciples. 
For the night is far spent the dawn is at hand, 
and now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed. 

Come, O come, Emmanuel, save your Australian people; 
confront us afresh until all hearts are full of the Word made flesh. 

                         St Mary Mackillop – Pray for us!      Happy Australia Day to you!      Stephen ofm 
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CLOSING CELEBRATIONS FOR VILLA MARIA, LIMESTONE STREET, IPSWICH:  Next week there will be two 
celebrations in the Villa Maria Chapel. A  Farewell Liturgy of the Word will be celebrated at 11am on 
Wednesday 24th January and a Final Mass will be celebrated at 11am on Thursday 25th.  Parishioners are 
most welcome to attend, especially those who have had any association with Villa Maria. 
 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION:  If you are looking for a gentle way to end the week or start the weekend then come along to 

Christian Meditation in St Mary’s Parish Office on Friday mornings beginning at 7-45am.   Everyone is welcome . 

 

AIDAN TRIED TO KEEP IT A SECRET, BUT WORD GOT OUT!!! 

Congratulations to AIDAN LUNNEY who celebrated his 21st birthday on 16th December 

And to FRANK UNDERWOOD and COL RYAN who shared the same birthday on 15th January 

               From all your friends & fellow parishioners, we wish you all every blessing. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU:   Sincere thanks to all our wonderful parishioners who  
so willingly volunteered to help out with MEALS ON WHEELS deliveries in  
December and January.  I’m assured that the regular delivery volunteers  
and the recipients were greatly appreciative of your generosity in helping 
at this time. 

 
CAN YOU HELP PLEASE!!!  We are in need of at least 2-4 Cleaners to go on a       fortnightly 

roster for cleaning St. Mary’s Church.  This would require of a commitment of 2 hours 
each fortnight on a Friday morning.  Perhaps you don’t feel you can serve your 
community as a Reader or Minister of Communion, but this is a way you can 

‘DO YOUR BIT’ for your community.   
 

RECYCLING COLLECTION DATE: Next weekend the 27/28 January, is our next collection 

date. Please bring along any of the following items: Aluminium cans, Used postage stamps, Jars with 

lids of 500g and less, Hearing aids, Unwanted spectacles/sunglasses, Used Christmas cards, Calendars and 

Hotel       toiletries. The next collection day is 27/28 January, 2018. We looking forward to the support of 

the  Ipswich Catholic  Community.     Linda Allen (Leichhardt parishioner)  

The Queensland Police Service, Ipswich District are hosting a Crowded Places Forum due to 
potential attacks against large gatherings of people. The forum is scheduled for Tuesday 27 February from 
8.30am to 12.30pm at the North Ipswich Reserve, The Terrace, North Ipswich.  We are hoping to have two 
representatives from the parish attend.  If interested in attending please phone the Parish Office.  

Centacare Pastoral Ministries run a team of Court Support Volunteers at the Ipswich Magistrates 
Court and are looking to add volunteers to their roster. We hope some of your parishioners may be          
interested. Contact Centacare 3324 3106, Mobile 0418716989 if you can be of assistance. 

St Edmunds Old Boys Association Annual General Meeting to be held at 10.00am on          
Sunday 4 February 2018 at the Old Boys House, 2 Macgregor Street Woodend.  All enquiries to be made to 
Andrew McGrath on 3389 6858 or 0438 164 452. 

NEWS FROM AROUND OUR COMMUNITY 
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