
 
  The Archbishop has issued a pastoral letter.            

Copies are available at the entrance to each church           
or it may be viewed on our website. 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

SATURDAY CHURCH LOCATION Monday, 11th December - Monday of  2nd week of Advent 
  7.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich  
  7.00pm  Mater Dei 
   

Tuesday, 12th December - Tuesday of  2nd week of Advent 
  9.00am  Immaculate Heart of Mary, Leichhardt  
 

Wednesday, 13th December -St Lucy, virgin, martyr 
  9:00am   St Mary’s, Woodend 
  9:30am   St Brigid’s, Rosewood  
  7:00pm   St Mary’s, Woodend, Second Rite of Reconciliation 
 

Thursday, 14th December - St John of the Cross, priest, doctor 
  9:00am  St. Mary’s, Woodend  
  9.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich 
 

Friday, 15th December -  Friday of 2nd week of Advent 

  8.30am  OLMM, Reconciliation 
  9:00am  OLMM, Eastern Heights  Mass of Anointing 
   
 

4:30pm Immaculate Heart Leichhardt 

5:30pm OLMM Eastern Heights 

6:00pm St. Mary’s Woodend 

6:30pm St. Boniface Marburg 

SUNDAY Mass CHURCH LOCATION 

7:30am St. Joseph’s North Ipswich 

8:00am St. Brigid’s Rosewood 

8:30am St. Mary’s Woodend 

6:00pm St. Mary’s Woodend 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

DAY TIME CHURCH 

Friday 8.30am - 8.50am OLMM 

Saturday 

Saturday 

4.15pm - 4.25pm  

NOT THIS WEEK 

Leichhardt 

St. Mary’s 

OUR CHURCHES 

St. Mary’s - Elizabeth Street, Woodend St. Brigid’s - Matthew Street, Rosewood 

Mater Dei - Cnr Ferrett Street and Rowland Tce, Sadliers Crossing St. Joseph’s - 42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal - Robertson Rd, Eastern Heights Immaculate Heart of Mary - 22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 

Second Sunday of advent Year b               10th december 2017 

Dear Parishioners,                                                                                                                                                                                               
In the weeks before Christmas, preparations for the holiday seem all consuming. We cook, we shop, we clean; we buy or 
make presents for our families and friends. Sometimes we break into song, and often we give more generously than at   
other times. We’ll probably have guests, and we’ll want to do a little extra to make ready for them. Today’s readings turn 
our gaze to a more significant kind of preparation for Christmas and remind us that Jesus Christ, who was born in              
Bethlehem more than two thousand years ago, waits to come again in the fullness of time. More to the point, he waits for 
us to open our hearts and our lives to him. What does that take exactly? Think about the way we clean house for special 
guests. Not content with simple wiping and dusting, we get out the polish, clean the top of the refrigerator, and even move 
the furniture to vacuum!  That’s a fine metaphor for what we need to do with our souls!  

Advent is the time to check the dark recesses for thoughts and actions that indicate we’re less than ready to meet Christ 
face to face. Advent is the time to sweep away the cobwebs and put our inner house in order, knowing that Christ is on his 
way. Maybe in the midst of cooking and cleaning the house we live in, we can find the time for prayer and reconciliation so 
that when he comes, we can stand before him with doors open wide in welcome. 

I invite you to gather for the Reconciliation Service (2nd Rite) on Wednesday 13th December at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Church.   

I look forward to praying with you and your family on this night. 

Stephen ofm 

SECOND RITE OF RECONCILIATION  
FOR IPSWICH CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY                                  

In preparation for Christmas, a Service of  Reconciliation will be 
held  in  St. Mary’s Church, 

on Wednesday, 13th December, at 7.00pm.   
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Administrator 
Fr. Stephen Bliss ofm 

sbliss@franciscans.org.au 

Parish Ministers 
Fr. John Hong 

Fr Nicholas Okafor 

Pastoral Associate 

                                                               

Bernadette McAndrew 

Contact 0488008817 

 

Office Hours 

Mrs Maree Coyne 

Mrs Kathy Lund 

Mrs Bernadette Lenihan 

Monday:  10:00am—3:30pm 

Tues-Thurs 8:00am—3:30pm 

Friday:  8:00am—1:00pm 

Ipswich Catholic Community Contact Information 

Telephone 07 3281 2133 

Email ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 

Fax 07 3812 3911 

Post PO Box 23, Ipswich 4305. 

Mass Times 07 3281 0707 

New Media - Evangelisation 

     Website   www.ipswichcatholic.com 

Find us by searching for ‘ipswichcatholic’ on 

Facebook YouTube   Twitter iTunes 

Schools and Colleges in our Community 

St. Mary’s Primary School Woodend 07 3281 1998 

Immaculate Heart  School Leichhardt 07 3812 1077 

St. Joseph’s School North Ipswich 07 3201 6188 

St. Brigid’s  School Rosewood 07 5464 1563 

St. Mary’s College Woodend 07 3432 5444 

St. Edmund's College Woodend 07 3810 4400 

PLEASE PRAY FOR …. 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Joan Lindh, Paul Richardson,                                     
Madeline Vaughan, Audrey Hennelly, 
Patricia Meldrum, Marjorie Kingston,  
Mary Vaughan. 
ANNIVERSARY:  
Elizabeth Grainger—50 years RIP 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  
Lou Molenaar, Aileen McCarroll  
FOR ALL THOSE WHO ARE HOUSE-BOUND AND 
RECEIVE COMMUNION AT HOME. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IPSWICH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY ADVENT PROGRAM FOR 
ALL PARISHIONERS: we want to focus on ‘Naming the Good’ 
that we see and experience in our parish communities.  
In a world that often focusses too heavily on fear, violence, 
and negativity, as Christian people we are called to live in 
hope and joy. A hope that was made incarnate through the 
story of Christmas. A hope and joy, that we want to name 
and celebrate this Advent, by Naming the Good that already 
exists in our Ipswich Catholic Community.  
For those who missed taking a leaf last week we invite                 
you  to: 
 take a leaf from the doors of the church 
 think of something you see as ‘good’ in your life or the 

life of our parish and write it on the leaf,  
 and then tie the leaf to the symbolic tree that will be in 

every church.  
By the end of Advent the trees should be full of leaves and 
full of life!  
 

The Animation Group has decided to use the imagery and 
metaphor of a tree to hang our gratitude from.  
 

The roots are our rich textural heritage which has shaped 
each of our worshipping communities; the ground is our  
present landscape; the trunk is the universal church and our 
connectedness to that core belief; the branches our Catholic 
community dreams, remember all hopes are connected to a 
history; the fruit and leaves are our gifts, individually and 
collectively, used to strengthen and build up our Ipswich 
Catholic Community.  
The challenge is ours - can we ‘Name the Good’ that we see 
in our parishes and hang them on the tree, to give the tree 
life? 

YOU ARE INVITED TO TAKE A LEAF AND  ‘NAME 

‘THE GOOD’! 

 

 

AFTER THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

THE ‘TREE OF GOODNESS’ WILL BE 

PLACED NEAR THE CRIB 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
16/17 December:  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT -  Is 61:1-2, 10-11;  1 Thess 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Please check the Parish website for addition Advent materials 
www.ipswichcatholic.com  

Administration Staff 

mailto:ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.ipswichcatholic.com
https://www.facebook.com/ipswichcatholic
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMyDDcPgz-7cS1lKLsa91Ug
https://twitter.com/ipswichcatholic
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/ipswich-catholic-community/id1165724950?mt=2
http://www.stmarysipswich.qld.edu.au/
http://www.immac-heart.qld.edu.au/
http://www.stjosephsnorthipswich.qld.edu.au/
http://www.stbrigidsrosewood.qld.edu.au/
http://www.stmarys.qld.edu.au/
https://www.sec.qld.edu.au/
http://www.ipswichcatholic.com
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjF6ojDl_nXAhXIUrwKHWpVClsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcatholicamericaneyesinkorea.blogspot.com%2F2016%2F11%2Fadvent-message.html&psig=AOvVaw3S5tZ4BMjHh8SKE2ngNu1c&u


 

 

… What’s happening in the Ipswich Catholic Community ... 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:   
During the month of January Children’s Liturgy of the Word will not be    
celebrated. We look forward to commencing again in February.  If you 
would like to help in this ministry, please phone the Parish Office. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE—Sunday, 24th Dec-  (Vigil Mass) 
4.30pm—Leichhardt;    6.00pm—Rosewood;    6.00pm—St. Mary’s, Ipswich;  

6.00pm—St. Joseph’s;   6:00pm—Marburg   8.30pm—OLMM 
MIDNIGHT MASS  at  St. Mary’s, Ipswich 

CHRISTMAS DAY –Monday, 25th Dec 
7.30am— North Ipswich;    8.00am—Rosewood;    8.30am  St. Mary’s, Ipswich 

NO EVENING MASS IN THE IPSWICH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

 

 

TODAY WE LIGHT THE SECOND CANDLE OF ADVENT, THE CANDLE OF LOVE.  

This is the second Sunday in Advent.  Today we light two purple candles.                                                                               
Last Sunday, we lit the candle of hope.  This Sunday, we light the candle of love.                                                                              
Some people may not know the love of other people.                                                                                                                
That makes it harder for them to understand God’s love.                                                                                                              
During Advent, we pray that we may remember again God’s gift of Jesus to the world                                                                           
and know that God’s love for all people is the reason for this gift.                                                                                            
How do you experience love in our community? 

I would like to bring you up to date with staffing in the Office ….                                                                                          
Kate Castles  will be coming to the Office for about 6 weeks beginning this week.  Rosalia Risati will begin in the Office 
fulltime (Monday to Friday, 8.00am-4.00pm) on Wednesday 17 January 2018.  Rosalia has been working in the Vocations 
Office of the  Archdiocese four days a week, and helping out in various Parish Offices across the archdiocese. Rosalia will 
help in all aspects of our Parish Office.  I welcome Kate and Rosalia and look forward to working with each of them. From 
this week, the Parish Office will be open Monday to Friday again.      Fr Stephen. 

Advent is a wake-up call to the Church, a time when we’re prodded into 
beginning again, taking more notice of our spiritual surroundings, once 
again getting going on the work of the kingdom in the world. For some of 
us, if we’ve neglected the spiritual side of our lives, this wake-up call is 
going to jar us into awareness, and at times we will want to pull a           
metaphorical pillow over our heads and pretend that it’s still dark.                                           
For others of us, it’s a welcome opportunity for a fresh start. 

from the book Advent with St. Francis: Daily Reflections 

THE GIVING TREE:  At each church you will find “The Giving Tree”.  This is your 

opportunity to help someone else this Christmas, by monetary support of St 

Vincent De Paul, Rosies and/or Ipswich Hospice by using the envelopes, as well 

as reflecting on the prayer on the reverse of the envelope. You are invited to 

take whatever envelopes you wish, and make the donation you wish.  Please 

place your envelope on the collection plate next week. All   donations received 

will stay within our local  community, so we do  encourage you to embrace this 

opportunity, and talk to your children about how they can help too—                

no donation is too big or too small.  Thank you. 

The Animation Group: The busy festive season 
and consequent apologies saw that the second 
meeting of the Animation Group was a little          
quieter than the first, but none the less                      
positive.  Members discussed how they felt the 
“Goodness Tree” had been received in the               
Parishes, and the different ways we could share 
the messages of goodness displayed on the 
tree.  It was decided that these messages would 
be part of a PowerPoint display throughout               
Advent.  We hope to continue to make these          
positive thoughts a part of future celebrations 
throughout the year.  The Animation Group is  
aiming to find new ways of engaging the          
community as a way of renewing and                   
revitalising.  As part of this process we think that it 
is important that you know who we are:              
Kathy Bianchi, Karen Brennan, Kerry Cassin,              
Erin Cocks, Lauren Cocks, Angelo Elape, Anthony 
Elmore, Lyn Fields, George  Frampton,                 
Leon Hutton, Mandy Leape-Jarvis,  Margareta 
Lemon, Benjamin Leschke, Carmel Leutchford, 
Cheryl Lukritz, Liam Lunney, Simon McAndrew, 
Helen McArthur, Mary McGarrigal, Karen McKew, 
Cathy North, Jim O’Neill,  John Osborne, Kylie 
Reynolds, Lawrence Risati, Del Rossetto,              
Graeme Rosewarne, Steph Shannon, Mary Smith,                      
Chrissie Turner,  Kim Williams. 

IN PREPARATION FOR CHRISTMAS: ADVENT EVENING PRAYER CONTINUES  – please join us at 7.00pm on each 
Tuesday night during Advent on the following dates/places —12th December at St Joseph’s and 19th December                       
at Immaculate Heart Church.   

ADVENT  REFLECTION:  During the season of Advent there will be a group gathering in the Parish Centre on a             
Wednesday at 5.00pm to reflect on the Advent Readings.  Please come along and join the group as they reflect during this 
holy season. 
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CAN YOU HELP?  DRIVERS AND HELPERS ARE STILL     NEEDED FOR MEALS ON WHEELS ON THESE DAYS—
MONDAY 8th,  TUESDAY 9th and MONDAY  15th  JANUARY, 2017.  IT”S SIMPLE—You arrive at the Meals on Wheels 
Kitchen (South Street) at 10.15am, and you are then given the meals and a list of recipients—your run usually takes about 
1½ hours.  To volunteer please phone St Mary’s Parish  Office by the end of this week. 
 

NATIVITY PLAY AT ST BRIGID’S:  Children are needed for the Nativity Play for the Christmas Mass at St.Brigid’s.  A re-
hearsal will be held on Saturday 23rd at St Brigid’s at 5.00pm.  If you would like to be part of this celebration please phone 
Madeleine McGarrigal  on 0405504838 

ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE  
is proud to host one of Australia’s 
highest profile child and adolescent 
psychologists, MICHAEL CARR-GREGG on January 18, 2018.  Topics covered –         Transition from Primary to High 
School; Adolescent brain development and implications for learning and teaching; Adolescent  mental health and wellbeing. 
All parents in the Ipswich Catholic Community are welcome to attend (children not permitted). Admission if free, however, 
registration is required. This can be done via the College website https://www.sec.qld.edu.au/  
 
 
 

NEWS FROM AROUND OUR COMMUNITY 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 6.00PM AT ST MARYS CHURCH:      Rehearsals 
will commence for this mass on Sunday night, December 
10th 7pm following 6pm mass. Everyone is invited to come 
along and sing as this mass is celebrated with choir and 
staff members past and present and all music is well known. 
It is a beautiful occasion for family and also includes a        
nativity play performed by the younger members of the   
parish. This mass will begin at 6pm on Christmas Eve and 
will end by 7:15pm, enough time to get home and finish the 

last minute       assemblage and wrapping of Christmas presents!  For more 
information, please contact Frances O'Sullivan on fosullivan@sec.qld.edu.au  

 

MIDNIGHT MASS SINGERS NEEDED:   

If you would like the experience of singing from St Mary’s Choir loft then 
please come along and join the choir to assist with leading the singing for the 
Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve.  The hymns are well known and there will be 
two practices held on December 12th and 19th commencing at 7pm.  Contact 
the Parish Office on 3281 2133 for further information. 

 

Flowers for Christmas  
Your contribution towards 
the purchase of flowers to decorate 
the church for Christmas Masses 
would be greatly appreciated. You 
might like to place a donation in an 
envelope and place it in the Collection 
Plate as it passes by or give it one of 
the priests.   Thank-you for                          
considering this!   

Upcoming Australian Catholic Youth Festival – Sydney My ACYF journey so far is one of  
anticipation and learning. We have talked about discerning our faith and vocation and what 
we expect to get out of our experience in Sydney. It is a large event with over 18,000 people            
applied to attend and runs for three days. During this time we can visit      conferences, music 
concerts, adoration or just about anything you could want. We have heard stories of past 
ACYF goers and how the experience revitalises and energises your faith making you ready to 
achieve anything. The thought of bringing so many youth together on a journey of growth in 
faith is nothing short of            awesome. It gives you the opportunity to witness what others 
growing in their faith live like. Sydney ACYF is something  I look forward to  greatly and am 
ready to be blown away by. 

David King (Participant, The Hive Young Adults) 
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