
 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

SATURDAY CHURCH LOCATION  
Monday, 20th November - Weekday, Ordinary Time 33 
  7.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich  
  7.00pm  Mater Dei, Sadliers Crossing 
 

Tuesday, 21st November - Presentation of Blessed Virgin Mary 
  9.00am  Immaculate Heart of Mary, Leichhardt  
 

Wednesday, 22nd November - St Cecilia, martyr 
  9.00am  St Mary’s, Woodend 
  9.30am  St Brigid’s, Rosewood  
 

Thursday, 23rd November - Weekday, Ordinary Time 33 
  9:00am  St. Mary’s, Woodend  
  9.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich 
 

Friday, 24th November - Sts Andrew Dung-Lac, priest, and  
                                              companions, martyrs 
  8.30am  OLMM, Reconciliation 
  9:00am  OLMM, Eastern Heights  

4:30pm Immaculate Heart Leichhardt 

5:30pm OLMM Eastern Heights 

6:00pm St. Mary’s Woodend 

SUNDAY Mass CHURCH LOCATION 

7:30am St. Joseph’s North Ipswich 

8:00am St. Brigid’s Rosewood 

8:30am St. Mary’s Woodend 

6:00pm St. Mary’s Woodend 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

DAY TIME CHURCH 

Thursday 8.30am - 8.50am OLMM 

Saturday 

Saturday 

4.15pm - 4.25pm  

5.00pm - 5.30pm 

Leichhardt 

St. Mary’s 

OUR CHURCHES 

St. Mary’s - Elizabeth Street, Woodend St. Brigid’s - Matthew Street, Rosewood 

Mater Dei - Cnr Ferrett Street and Rowland Tce, Sadliers Crossing St. Joseph’s - 42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal - Robertson Rd, Eastern Heights Immaculate Heart of Mary - 22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 

33rd Sunday in ordinary time Year A                19th November 2017 

Sharing Our Talents 

As I write this reflection I am aware that many year 12 students have completed their schooling.  Everything they have achieved 
throughout their school days will soon become a distant memory as they plan their futures.  They await results of their hard work as 
they choose their pathways in life.  For many students they will be richly rewarded for the amount of talent and hard work they have 
applied to their academic school years.  This is a little like the theme for this weekend’s Gospel. 

At first sight the parable may give the impression that God’s favour must be earned through a process of hard work with rules to keep, 
and one day your final assessment will be evaluated with a pass or fail outcome.  However, we know the whole of Jesus’ ministry     
reveals this as a narrow view of Christianity.  Throughout the Gospels we hear Jesus declare that he had come to call, not the righteous, 
but sinners.  He had come to seek and save the lost.   

So what is the purpose of this parable?  One thought is to assume that Jesus (‘The Master’) is provoking in his disciples a sense of being 
responsible for the tasks that lay ahead of them if they claim to be followers.   

Another thought to ponder: Instead of the gospel emphasis being on the minimal response of the third slave, the real focus could be on 
the two other slaves who generously took on the responsibility of managing their talents to the best of their abilities thereby earning a 
just outcome for their commitment and loyalty. 

The next question to ask is how this parable relates to us in the 21st century as members of the Ipswich Catholic Community?  Like the 
disciples we are waiting for the return of Jesus – The Master.  Like the disciples we possess many talents and are invited to imitate the 
generosity of God sharing these talents with others. 

This year the parish has experienced many changes and challenges that have required a sharing of talents from our different            
communities.  The Leadership Team and Office Staff are extremely grateful for your generosity of time and the sharing of your talents.  
Your willingness to assist in any way gives great witness to the broader community and provides an image of God’s abundant gifts.   

As we move into the Feast of Christ the King and to the season of Advent let us use our talents to celebrate well, to welcome visitors, to 
pray for those in need of our prayers, to accept the invitation to participate in events within the parish community, and to reveal God’s 
abundant joy to one another. 

We wish the year 12 students the very best life can bring and we pray they will remain safe, and happy during these days of               

celebration.                     Bernadette McAndrew 



PLEASE PRAY FOR …. 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Peter Boddington, Anne Donaldson, Carolyn Burt, 
Beatrice Porter, Mary Olley, Christopher Walker,  
Charles Adighibe 
 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  
Lou Molenaar, Aileen McCarroll  
 

FOR ALL THOSE WHO ARE HOUSE-BOUND AND RECEIVE 
COMMUNION AT HOME. 

 

Please note: our policy with regards to “Recently Deceased” and  
“For Those Who Are Sick” will be that names will appear for two weeks  

and will then be removed. 

COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Administrator Fr. Stephen Bliss ofm 

Parish Ministers 
Fr. John Hong 

Fr Nicholas Okafor 

Pastoral Associate 
Bernadette McAndrew 

P:  0488 008 817 

Administration Staff 

Mrs Kathy Lund 

Mrs Maree Coyne 

Mrs Bernadette Lenihan 

Office Hours 

Monday 10.00am - 3.30pm 

Tuesday 8.00am - 3.30pm 

Wednesday  CLOSED 

Thursday 8.00am - 3:30pm 

Friday 8.00am -1.00pm 

Ipswich Catholic Community Contact Information 

Telephone (07) 3281 2133 

Email ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 

Fax (07) 3812 3911 

Post PO Box 23, Ipswich 4305 

Mass Times (07) 3281 0707 

New Media - Evangelisation 

Website   www.ipswichcatholic.com 

Find us by searching for ‘ipswichcatholic’ on 

Facebook YouTube   Twitter iTunes 

 ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE MASS: 
As in previous years we will celebrate a special Mass for families who have farewelled a loved member of their 

family this year through each of the churches of the Ipswich Catholic Community. We also extend this           
invitation to anyone in the parishes who wishes to honour a family member, or friend that has died either re-

cently or whose anniversary you celebrate each year.  The Mass will be held on Monday, 27th NOVEMBER, 
at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Church, followed by a supper served at the side of the Church.   

It would be appreciated, if possible, you could bring along a plate of food to share.  
For information contact the staff at the Parish Office on 32812133 

               Our online events calendar is located at the following address: www.ipswichcatholic.com/event 

Monday night saw the first meeting of the Animation Group, where several parishioners 
from across the Ipswich Catholic Community accepted Fr Stephen’s invitation to help 
“energise” our parishes.  The atmosphere was inspiring as those present enthusiastically 
embraced the challenges before them.  Key topics discussed were improved                
communication, inclusive diversity, and a collaborative atmosphere between parishes.  
The evening concluded with a reflection on the many positive aspects of the Ipswich Cath-

olic Community.  As a result, the first group initiative to be implemented is the installation of a “Positivity Tree” in 
each Church during the season of Advent.  Parishioners will be encouraged to “name the good” they see in our 
community by writing down their positive thoughts and placing them as decorations on the tree.  From these 
seeds of positivity, it is hoped that as a community we will grow stronger together.  
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–——————————————- 

Praise and Thank God   The Church has given us the gift of the saints to show that God does 
great things in people’s lives. The saints, after all, were ordinary people, too. They needed to call 
on the Lord for help.    By actively praising God and giving thanks, our hearts will find the resting 
place that we so desire. Saint Teresa of Avila said this:  “Let nothing disturb you, Let nothing 
frighten you. All things are passing away: God never changes.”  May all holy women and men 
of faith, pray for us       —from Jeff Cavins’ book Praise God and Thank Him: Biblical Keys to a Joyful Life  
 

Our Parish Finance Committees will meet again on Wednesday this week  (22nd November) at the Ipswich 
Catholic Community Parish Office — the Ipswich Committee @ 2.00pm;  Rosewood Committee @ 4.00pm  
and Leichhardt & North Ipswich Committees @ 7.00pm.  Please remember them in your prayers as they 
give stewardship to our resources. 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

25/26 Nov:    CHRIST THE KING  -   
Ezek 34:11-12,15-17;   1 Cor 15:20-26,28;   Mt 25:31-46 

FRANCISCAN CALENDARS are now available from the   
St Mary’s Piety Stall and all churches and the Parish Office  
– great price and a lovely Stocking filler or Christmas 
gift.  Only $6.00.  Proceeds go to help the Franciscan     
Missions in PNG and Timor Leste. 

  This week we celebrate the Feast of St Cecilia 
(22 November) 

  THE PATRON SAINT OF CHURCH MUSICIANS!   
  It is a wonderful feast where we thank God and 
  indeed thank all the musicians of the Ipswich 
Catholic Community who give so much of their time and   
talent to enhance our liturgies.  A BIG THANK-YOU for all 
you do!   We send each of you a bouquet of our thanks 
and admiration for all you give us. 
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… What’s happening in the Ipswich Catholic Community ... 

MOMENTS OF ENCOUNTER:  
On Thursday and Friday this week the Year 5 classes from St Mary’s are joining Fr Stephen and Fr Nicholas for a sausage sizzle 
lunch at the presbytery—to get to know them and also visit the Parish Office and walk through the Presbytery. 

St Mary’s College and St Edmund’s Leadership Teams are having a combined Prayer Time  
and In-Service with Fr Stephen on Thursday afternoon, then a shared meal at the Presbytery. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE—Sunday, 24th Dec-  (Vigil Mass) 
4.30pm—Leichhardt;    6.00pm—Rosewood;    6.00pm—St. Mary’s, Ipswich;  

6.00pm—St. Joseph’s;   8.30pm—OLMM 
MIDNIGHT MASS at St. Mary’s, Ipswich 

CHRISTMAS DAY –Monday, 25th Dec 
7.30am— North Ipswich;    8.00am—Rosewood;    8.30am  St. Mary’s, Ipswich 

NO EVENING MASS IN THE IPSWICH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS:   Calling all children and parents who will be attending the Christ-

mas Eve Vigil Mass at St Mary’s, we will be commencing rehearsals for the Christmas story that will be pre-
sented at the Vigil Mass on the 24th December.  The first rehearsal gathering will be Tuesday 28th November at 
3.30pm in St Mary’s.  At this rehearsal the Katie McAndrew will be there with her measuring tape to begin or-
ganising sizes for costumes.  We will need shepherds, stars, angels (as you can never have enough angels) for 
the presentation.  So we are not rushed at the end Katie would like to make a start on sewing the costumes. 
Please let the office know if you would like your child to be part of this event at Christmas.  If you are not able to 

make some of the rehearsals, but would like your child involved we can work around your availability just let us know as soon 
as possible so we have an idea of what numbers of children to expect. 
 

BOOK OF LIFE:  During November our church particularly prays for “those who have gone before us marked with the sign of 
faith.”  At the entrance to each of our churches is a “Book of Life” for you to note the names of your    deceased  relatives and 
friends.  If you come from a large family you may wish to simply note “Deceased relatives and friends of the ...  
family” or individual names. During November these books will be placed strategically on the sanctuary to honour 
the life they share in the resurrection.  “When this earthly dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready 
for them in heaven.” (Preface of Christian Death). 
 

CATHOLIC PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY:  Expressions of Interest are being sought for volunteer pastoral carers 
to train for Catholic pastoral care ministry at Ipswich and St Andrew’s hospital. Centacare is offering scholarships for training 
to be undertaken in Ipswich between February and August 2018. After training a weekly commitment of approximately four 
hours is required in an assigned ward of one of the hospitals.  If you would like to register your interest in this specialised 
ministry please contact Bernadette McAndrew on 3281 2133 for further details.  
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  Next weekend at the 6pm Sunday evening Mass we will receive four     
candidates into the Catholic Church.  Nicole, Maree, Liana and Sherene will celebrate the Sacraments of Confirmation and 
Holy Communion and they are looking forward to celebrating with our community.  After the Mass we will celebrate with a 
cuppa and invite you to stay to be part of the welcome and hospitality for these ladies.  Please keep them in your prayers in 
the coming weeks. 
 

HELPERS NEEDED:  St.Thomas’ and St. Joseph’s Ladies Visiting Committee are hosting their Annual Christmas Morning 
Tea for the Elderley, Lonely, Nursing Home Residents and those who need an outing.  They would welcome the help of    
fellow parishioners to prepare food and set up the St. Joseph’s Hall, 42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich on MONDAY, 
27th  NOVEMBER  from 8.00am.  Please see Pat Wilson at Nth Ips Mass, phone the Parish Office, or just come along  on 
the day.  Thank you. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, PINE MOUNTAIN  Established (1865) Annual Blessing of the Graves and Celebrations on   
SATURDAY 25th. NOVEMBER 2017 commencing 9.00 am.  The Blessings will be followed with refreshments. (If able, 
please bring a Plate)  B.B.Q Sausage, Tea and Coffee. All are most welcome.  Your financial support to maintain this       
Historical Church and Cemetery appreciated. Present project windows repairs and painting inside Church Enquires:  John 
Wiseman 07 54643784 Email; - john224@bigpond.com 
 

ENVELOPES for NOVEMBER MASS OFFERINGS are available at the front door of each church. 

LITURGY ROSTERS   -  DECEMBER AND JANUARY 
LCHT and NTH IPSWICH Ministers are asked to write the appropriate dates in the book in the Sacristy now. 

ROSEWOOD Ministers who will be away are asked to email the ICC Parish Office.    

ST MARY’S:  It would be really appreciated if you could let Bernadette know of your availability for the St Mary’s roster 
during the December and January holidays.  This includes any musicians or altar servers who serve on the liturgical    
roster.  Thank you for your ongoing support for the various ministries in the liturgies.   

CHRISTMAS MASSES  and  NEW YEARS DAY MASS  :  Next weekend, a sheet will be placed at the entrances to 
the Churches for those who will be available to assist with the various ministries at these Masses . 
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The next CARE AND CONCERN MORNING TEA will take place next    
TUESDAY, 21ST NOVEMBER from 9.30am in the Immaculate Heart School 
Hall.         Parishioners are invited to come along and bring someone whom 
they think might need a morning out, a chance to mix with other people, to sit 
back and be   entertained for a while, and to share a yummy morning tea. We 
welcome our guests from various Nursing Homes too–everyone always knows 
someone. 
 

CAN YOU HELP?  MONDAY 11th and TUESDAY 12th DECEMBER,  
MONDAY 8th, TUESDAY 9th and WEDNESDAY 16th JANUARY   
Each year our parishes are asked to supply Drivers and Helpers  to 
give the regular Meals on Wheels volunteers a well-deserved break.    
IT”S SIMPLE—You arrive at the Meals on Wheels Kitchen (South 
Street) at 10.15am, and you are then given the meals and a list of 
recipients—your run usually takes about 1½ hours.  To volunteer 

there is a list on the notice board at Nth Ipswich and Leichhardt churches or 
you can call the Parish  Office.  Please give it some thought and volunteer 
where you can.  
 

The TALKABOUT TEAM is preparing the Christmas issue. To keep you       
informed we need your contributions. Please email articles, news and photos 
to Robyn at robyn@mansol.net.au or leave at the Parish Office OR if you don’t 
feel comfortable writing, talk to us and we’ll write the article with you. Articles 
by 5th December would be appreciated. Thank You. 
 

Every year for more than 25 years, Ipswich Awakening has hosted 
a CHRISTMAS DAY COMMUNITY DINNER for those in Ipswich 
who are struggling or have no one to spend Christmas Day with.  
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE IN 
SOMEONE'S LIFE THIS CHRISTMAS?  We need table hosts, 
prayer team members, entertainers, hospitality, children's 
craft and activity volunteers, set-up teams, and help with 
preparations beforehand to make this day a success.   For more 

details of how you can get involved: Please call Lee-Anne on 0421 794 748 or 
email  info@ipswichawakening.com.au to be sent Volunteer Info & Registration 
Pack . 
 

QUOTE FOR THE WEEK:      A GOAL WITHOUT A PLAN, IS SIMPLY A WISH 

NEWS FROM AROUND OUR COMMUNITY 

HANDEL’S MESSIAH - 26 Nov @ 2pm  
Come and experience the Advent        
favourite, Handel's Messiah, in the  
spectacular acoustics of St Mary's Church 
Ipswich.  Presented by the Blackstone-
Ipswich Cambrian Choir and the Bach 
Society of Queensland, accompanied by 
a chamber orchestra, this is a event not to 
be missed! Tickets available at: 
 http://cambrianchoir.org.au/event/handels
-messiah 

TIME FOR A SMILE:     WHEN GOD SENDS YOU HELP, DON’T ASK QUESTIONS 

She hurried to the pharmacy to get medication, got back to her car and found that she had locked her keys 
inside. The woman found an old rusty coat hanger left on the ground. She looked at it and said, "I don't know 
how to use this."  She bowed her head and asked God to send her some help.  Within 5 minutes a beat-up old 

motorcycle pulled up, driven by a bearded man who was wearing an old biker skull rag. He got off of his cycle 
and asked if he could help.  She said: "Yes, my daughter is sick. I've locked my keys in my car. I must get home. 

Please, can you use this hanger to unlock my car?"  He said, "Sure." He walked over to the car, and in less than 
a minute, the car door was open. She hugged the man and through tears, softly said, "Thank you, God, for send-
ing me such a very nice man." The man heard her little prayer and replied, "lady, I am not a nice man. I just got 

out of prison yesterday; I was in prison for car theft." The    woman hugged the man again, sobbing,  
"Thank you, God! You even sent me a professional."   IS GOD GREAT OR WHAT!?!  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE GRADUATED FROM OUR COLLEGES THIS WEEK.  WE PRAY THAT YOUR 

FUTURE DREAMS AND PLANS WILL BE FULFILLED, AND THAT GOD’S BLESSINGS WILL KEEP YOUR SAFE AND HAPPY ALWAYS. 
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