
 

 

We celebrate Social Justice Sunday this weekend. 
This year, the Australian Bishops’ Social Justice 
Statement is titled: ‘Everyone’s Business: 
Developing an inclusive and sustainable 
economy’. The Statement calls for an economy that 
is founded on justice and offers dignity and inclusion 
to every person. For further details about the Social 
Justice Statement, visit  
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au – the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council website. An extract 
is below:  
“When it comes to the social justice of the entire 
economic system, we draw on new understandings 
of human development from economics and social 
policy that emphasize how the wellbeing of humans 
and all of creation must be an economy’s central 
purpose.  
 

“The Church has been part of a global movement for 
‘inclusive growth’. It is not just about improving 
sections of the economy that have failed the poor. It 
is not about continually picking up people who have 
fallen through the system and placing them back 
into a market place that cast them aside in the first 
place.  
 
“We call for a new approach that prevents exclusion 
from the outset and, like the owner of the vineyard in 
our Gospel reading, engages all people as dignified, 
active contributors to sustainable and inclusive 
growth.  
“Inspired by the Gospel, we are all called to take 
part in the process of transforming our economy so 
that it better promotes a more inclusive, equitable 
and sustainable society.” 
 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Saturday Vigil Church Location Monday, 25th September - Weekday, Ordinary Time 25 
  7.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich  
  7.00pm  Mater Dei, Sadliers Crossing 
 

Tuesday, 26th September - Weekday, Ordinary Time 25 
  9.00am  Immaculate Heart of Mary, Leichhardt  
 

Wednesday, 27th September - St Vincent de Paul 
  9.00am  St Mary’s, Woodend 
  9.30am  St Brigid’s, Rosewood 
 

 Thursday, 28th September - Weekday, Ordinary Time 25 
  9:00am  St. Mary’s, Woodend  
  9.00am  St Joseph’s, North Ipswich 
 

Friday, 29th September - Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael 
  8.30am  OLMM Reconciliation 
  9:00am  OLMM, Eastern Heights  
 

4:30pm Immaculate Heart Leichhardt 

5:30pm OLMM Eastern Heights 

6:00pm St. Mary’s Woodend 

Sunday Mass Church Location 

7:30am St. Joseph’s North Ipswich 

8:00am St. Brigid’s Rosewood 

8:30am St. Mary’s Woodend 

6:00pm St. Mary’s Woodend 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Day Time Church 

Saturday 

Saturday 

4.15pm –4.25pm            

5:00pm - 5:30pm 

Leichhardt 

St. Mary’s 

OUR CHURCHES 

St. Mary’s - Elizabeth Street, Woodend St. Brigid’s - Matthew Street, Rosewood 

Mater Dei - Cnr Ferrett Street and Roland Tce, Sadliers Crossing St. Joseph’s - 42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal - Robertson Rd, Eastern Heights Immaculate Heart of Mary - 22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 

25th Sunday in ordinary time Year A                    24th September 

 

http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au


COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Administrator Fr. Stephen Bliss ofm 

Parish Ministers 
Fr. John Hong 

Fr Nicholas Okafor 

Pastoral Associate Bernadette McAndrew 

Administration Staff 

Mrs Janelle Van De Weyer 

Mrs Maree Coyne 

Mrs Kathy Lund 

Mrs Bernadette Lenihan 

Office Hours 
Monday 

Tues-Friday 

10am - 3.30pm 

 8.30am - 3.30pm 

Ipswich Catholic Community Contact Information 

Telephone 07 3281 2133 

Email ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 

Fax 07 3812 3911 

Post PO Box 23, Ipswich 4305. 

Mass Times 07 3281 0707 

New Media - Evangelisation 

     Website   www.ipswichcatholic.com 

Find us by searching for ‘ipswichcatholic’ on 

Facebook YouTube   Twitter iTunes 

Schools and Colleges in our Community 

St. Mary’s Primary School Woodend 07 3281 1998 

Immaculate Heart  School Leichhardt 07 3812 1077 

St. Joseph’s School North Ipswich 07 3201 6188 

St. Brigid’s  School Rosewood 07 5464 1563 

St. Mary’s College Woodend 07 3432 5444 

St. Edmund's College Woodend 07 3810 4400 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Dalphine Marsh,                                
Carmel McCarthy, Mary Doreen Ross                                   
(nee Carmody), David McCarthy, Ronald Murphy,           
Gerelyn Andalanao, Margaret Long,                                     
Rosemary Francois. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: Vince Elmore,                                
Carolyn Burt, Craig Hannam, Robin(Bob) Green,  
Elaine James, Denise O’Brien, Madison Bell, 
Joan(Mary) Bridgeman, Mary Pender. 

  St. Brigid’s Church - Sunday 8.00am  Mass                                    
1st October, 5th November, 3rd December. 
 

 St. Mary’s Church - Sunday 8.30am Mass                                                  
8th October, 15th October. 

 
Are you concerned that your child is not so enthusiastic about     

coming along to Mass?  If this is the case, then please consider     
encouraging your child to attend Children’s Liturgy of the Word which 
is offered during Masses in the Ipswich Catholic Community on the 

dates listed above.  
 .__________________________________________________________ 

 

FEAST OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 

The feast of St Francis of Assisi is coming up 
on 4th October ….. You might like to sign up 
and prepare for this wonderful feast and re-
ceive a   daily email. Pray with St Francis for a 
greater realisation of God’s love and  pres-
ence in your life.  Join me in preparing for the 
feast of St Francis. Just click the link be-
low and sign up, and you’ll receive an email 
each day with a prayer-reflection. 

http://info.franciscanmedia.org/francis-feast-day-novena 
                                                      Peace be with you     Stephen ofm  
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST: We are pleased to announce that we have three courageous fathers 

from the parish who have accepted our invitation to speak on ‘Faith and Fatherhood in Today’s       
Secular World’ at the Men’s Breakfast this year.  Each of these men will bring different perspectives 
on faith, parenting and their hopes for their sons, daughters and grandchildren.  Some of you will 
know these men as all three are members of the Ipswich Catholic Community.  Tom Hutton a father 

of three sons as well as enjoying the company of his grandchildren in his spare time.  Anthony 
Elmore who is Deputy  Principal of St Peter Claver College who brings the perspective of working in 

a high school environment and balancing his time with his wife,  two daughters and a son. Benjamin Leschke brings to 
us his experience of  balancing his faith while  working in the secular world and meeting the needs of his two teenage chil-
dren and a five year old boy. We hope you will join us for breakfast on the 21st October from 7-00am in St Mary’s  Primary 
School Hall, Mary Street, Ipswich where you will enjoy a cooked breakfast, juice, a hot cuppa and endless conversation.  
The cost for the breakfast is  
$15-00 per person and excess monies from the breakfast will go towards children’s and youth activities conducted in 
the Ipswich Catholic Community.  For bookings please phone the parish office by the 17th October. 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: Recently the parish held an Enquiry Night meeting for those seeking to 
begin the process of Christian Initiation for Adults.  At the meeting we welcomed 5 new candidates who will continue the 
process over the next few months.  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a wonderful opportunity for hospitality in     
parish communities.  When candidates encounter people of welcome who are willing to share the good word of God’s    
presence in the community, hospitality becomes the first word of welcome for the enquirer.  There are many ways in which 
all of the community can share in the process of adult initiation and if you would like to contribute in some way please     
contact Bernadette at the Parish Office on 3281 2133 or email pa.ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au 

 IPSWICH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY - MEN’S BREAKFAST 

                — Saturday 21st October 2017 at 7.00am — 

        Mark your calendars now — at St Mary’s Primary School Hall 

               Our online events calendar is located at the following address: www.ipswichcatholic.com/event 

mailto:ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.ipswichcatholic.com
https://www.facebook.com/ipswichcatholic
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMyDDcPgz-7cS1lKLsa91Ug
https://twitter.com/ipswichcatholic
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/ipswich-catholic-community/id1165724950?mt=2
http://www.stmarysipswich.qld.edu.au/
http://www.immac-heart.qld.edu.au/
http://www.stjosephsnorthipswich.qld.edu.au/
http://www.stbrigidsrosewood.qld.edu.au/
http://www.stmarys.qld.edu.au/
https://www.sec.qld.edu.au/
http://ipswichcatholic.us15.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=de2af8c9bd0219ec3d26d6000&id=c6032610f2&e=65491dd416
http://www.ipswichcatholic.com/event
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCz5TTxaPWAhVGxrwKHXX3CoEQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fupperwylyevalleyteam.com%2Fmens-fellowship-breakfast%2F&psig=AFQjCNF6mQjMSoMVP22j1oaxocZC75bvbg&ust=15054394


What’s happening in our Parishes ... 

SOME REFLECTIONS FROM THE PASTORAL PLANNING               
CONFERENCE IN MELBOURNE: 

    Vine and Branches:  Yearning to Belong (September 2017)   

Attending the Conference provided a great opportunity to explore what it means to 
“belong” to Church. The theme of the conference was Vine and Branches –   Yearning 
to Belong. The keynote speakers included Hugh Mackay, Dr Richard Gaillardetz 
(Professor Boston College), Geraldine Doogue and our very own Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge.  Each speaker provided the conference participants with food for thought 
as many in the Church seek to overcome the challenges of belonging and working in 
the church in today’s world.  The single identifiable thread that weaved throughout the 
conference was the importance of listening to each other and to remain committed to 
making our parishes Christ centre; Gospel focused and always inclusive of all who 
seek to belong.  It was reassuring to hear this theme take root throughout the confer-

ence as it is something we have identified as a priority for the  Ipswich Catholic Community.   It was a delight to be part 
of a conference gathering that was filled with opportunities to pray, sing, share meals and network with others who are 
also facing the same joys and           challenges in faith communities throughout Australia. [Bernadette Mc Andrew] 
 

The Conference raised many questions like; how do we dialogue with the people and the cultures of our time? How do we make the 
message of the gospel centred on love relevant again? It was encouraging to see that our brothers and sisters all over Australia 
are asking the same questions. The openness and willingness to share experiences was very moving and touching. Hugh Mackay 
and Geraldine Doogue consoled us by saying that the Church is not the only institution grappling with questions at the moment; 
all other major institutions are also struggling. The presentation by Prof. Richard Gaillardetz – an American Ecclesiologist was 
quite rich and encouraging. He also talked about being open to the opinions that are different from what we are used to. Listening 
to and engaging in a healthy, mature and respectful dialogue with people of different opinions might help to enrich us as well as 
the other person. Without listening to people, you may not be able to know where they are coming from. This is an example of a 
humble and compassionate Church. He encouraged us to discover the authentic role of the doctrines of the Church; to see the  
doctrines as “the grammar of authentic spiritual life and the practice of discipleship.” Allowing the doctrine of the Church to  
challenge us will help us understand our relationship with God. He called it “wrestling with the faith.” [Fr Nicholas] 
 

We are thankful,  We are blessed,  We are standing,  Come what may …These words from one of the 
songs at the Conference said so much to me. (I can still hear us singing them!)  After listening to some very 
interesting and informed speakers, I realised that, although we are facing difficult times within our church, 
and many are wrestling with their faith, we really are a people of faith who will remain thankful, blessed, 
who will stand tall, and build the future of our church;  that we are many different people, who require (and 
expect) different ‘types’ of church, and our challenge now is to meet or find these people as they are now, 
and encourage them to continue their faith journey with us;  and each of us has a role to help make that 
happen. It was good to hear that some of what the speakers were encouraging parishes to undertake, we 
had already begun e.g. our listening sessions, and striving for better communication within the parish. And 
now, reflecting upon the input from those listening sessions and from the conference, we can improve our 
parish life, and with the support of parishioners, continue to build up the Ipswich Catholic Community.  
[Maree Coyne] 
 

Being a Pastor in a busy Community like ours is first and foremost a privilege: A privilege to serve you and hopefully lead, encour-
age and witness to discipleship.  I realise that I can't pastor as I did ten years ago, or 25 years or even as I did in my first appoint-
ment.  The challenges of pastoral life today are many and varied - the hardest one being the lack of credibility of priests and, talk 
of diminishing numbers of priests - but we forgot the diminishing enthusiasm of the  parish community!  The reality before us is 
and can be depressing, but my time here in Ipswich has shown me sparks of enthusiasm from some parishioners and some rays of 
hope that parishioners want to build community and journey to a greater sense of community. So the opportunity of going to the 
"Vine and Branches: Yearning to Belong          Conference" was something I looked forward too.  As I sat in sessions, I felt affirmed 
in my leadership, privileged to work with the people I am ministering with, and confident that we are on the right path.  The lis-
tening sessions we had a few months ago were well received and I am grateful that many parishioners came and shared their vi-
sion, - during the days of the Conference I realised that what we attempted to do in those sessions was indeed on the right 
track.  Each presenter at the Conference said in a variety of ways that the key to a modern parish and building and   nurturing 
community is to listen to what parishioners are asking, listen to what they need and listen to how God is    calling us to disciple-
ship today.  We have begun that here, and I hope we can together, indeed I hope I can, animate our varied and great Ipswich 
Catholic Community to walk the path of Emmaus here and recognise Jesus in our midst!   The other inspiration I gained was the 
call to be creative and the willingness to try things in a different way.   
Over the coming weeks I will be asking some Parishioners to form an "animation group" to share and dream, and help to 
strengthen the ICC. The Conference enabled me to reflect and pray! We have a great Community and we can make it even 
better.  I hope and pray we can achieve this together! [Fr Stephen ofm] 



NEXT SUNDAY, 1st OCTOBER – MASS AS USUAL AT ST. JOSEPH’S AT 7.30AM  - BUT WE  WILL HAVE 
A SPECIAL FOCUS ON ST. VINCENT DE PAUL AND  INCLUDE  THE COMMISSIONING OF NEW 
MEMBER, PAUL COOKE.   
FOLLOWING THIS MASS, THE SVDP MEMBERS WILL BE PROVIDING ‘BREKKY’ FOR ALL PARISHIONERS.   PLEASE JOIN US – AND    LET’S         
CELEBRATE TOGETHER THE GREAT WORK OUR SVDP CONFERENCE DOES IN OUR COMMUNITY! 

 
READINGS FOR MASS 
 23/24 September:  Is 55: 6-9;  Phil 1: 20-24, 27;  

      Mt 20: 1-16 

 30/31 September: Ezek 18: 25-28;  Phil 2: 1-11;    

   Mt 21: 28-32 

 
 
CWL FASHION PARADE:  Fashion Parade 
Saturday 7th October at CWL House 35 Waghorn 
Street, 12.30 pm for 1pm. Spring/Summer      
Fashions from Saba’s on Grange, Delicious      
Afternoon Tea,  Multi-draw Raffle, Lucky Door 
Prizes galore.  Admission $10. Early bookings  
essential to Pat 3812 2758, Colleen 3288 6962, 
Agnes 3281 4568 or email 
ambyr2@bigpond.com 
 
 

BREAST CARE BAGS HELP!  If you can sew a straight line and would like to brighten the lives of women following breast 
cancer surgery come along on 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month to the COUNTRY QUILT CO. 2 PINE MOUNTAIN 
ROAD NORTH IPSWICH (Old Post Office) 10am-12.30pm or later. Bring sewing machine, scissors, any pieces of bright 
cotton or cotton mix material, also ric rac, lace, trimmings etc to decorate bags, or just yourself. Tea, coffee, and     tim tams 
provided.  Enquiries: Carol Skele 0408196146 
 

SAINT MARY’S GARDEN PARTY will be held on Saturday 14th October 2017 at 10am-2pm. Address: 

129 Wildey Street, Raceview. There will be entertainment throughout the morning. Enjoy a Devonshire Tea 

and visit our several stalls that will be operating, this includes Resident’s stall, cake and sweet stalls, trash 

and treasure, sample bags, hamburgers and while you are here come along and visit our baby farm      

animals. Donations of baked goods are welcome. All baked goods must be labelled with all ingredients, 

and if they have been frozen please include the letter “F” on the label.  

ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE TWILIGHT TOURS are on again, Wednesday October 11 from 5-00pm – 7-
00pm. Please come along and meet our Principal and Leadership staff. Tour the College with our students. We are now 
interviewing for      placements for year 7 in 2019. Enrolled students for year 7 will join our Eddies Rookies program on 
some Friday afternoons while they are in year 6 and experience life here at Eddies. We welcome you to come along to our 
Twilight Tours and     experience the Eddies difference. Please phone enrolments on 3810 4448 or 0403 269 955 for any 
further enquiries. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY NIGHT OF EVERY MONTH:  Commencing at 7.00pm at ST BRIGID’S 

PARISH HALL,  RAILWAY ST, ROSEWOOD. Good prizes, raffles, lucky door, supper.  

Entry is $2.00. For more info. please call Bernadette  54641571 

 

NEWS FROM AROUND OUR COMMUNITY 
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